
eregulation in Texas has been
proven to be anything but simple.  In
the past year, we have learned it is
complicated and
expensive to implement
customer choice.

Proponents of
deregulation originally
argued that–supposedly–
it would reduce the cost
of electricity to
commercial and
residential users.  But
this was never going to
happen, for a simple
reason.  There were no
savings to squeeze out of
the regulated cost in the
first place.  Having been
scrutinized by a
regulatory body–the
Texas Public Utility
Commission–the cost was
already as cheap as possible.

Long-term cost reductions, rate
stability, improved reliability and
ease of purchasing – none of these
conditions have improved for even a
short period in deregulated areas.

Under electricity deregulation,
consumers will eventually pay more,
prices will be more volatile,

purchasing will be more
complex and service will
be less reliable.  With
deregulation, the
customer is pretty well
left on his or her own.

Being a member-owner
of Sam Houston Electric
Cooperative in today’s
electric utility market is a
benefit.  Our Board of
Directors’ decision not to
opt-in to the deregulated
electricity market means
that our members can
continue to rely on the
Co-op’s expertise to find
the best deals on
electricity and pass the
savings on to you.  It’s the

tried and true maxim that the best
way to ensure the lowest price and
greatest service is to own your
electric company.  And that’s what it
means to be a member-owner of Sam
Houston Electric Cooperative.
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Your Electric

Utility
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Texans love a celebration, and this time of year, there’s no shortage of
festivals, tree lightings, parades, home tours and other events guaranteed
to put you in the holiday spirit! No matter where you are in Texas, you’ll
find spectacular lighting displays and festivities of all varieties.

Texans love a celebration, and this time of year, there’s no shortage of
festivals, tree lightings, parades, home tours and other events guaranteed
to put you in the holiday spirit! No matter where you are in Texas, you’ll
find spectacular lighting displays and festivities of all varieties.



Coldspring Town
Christmas Lighting
• 6 p.m. at the Downtown

Courthouse Square 
• Shop during the day with

additional vendors on the
square. Includes historic town
square lighting and music.

936.653.2184 

CASA Tour of Homes 
• 3:30 to 8 p.m. in Lufkin  
• Tour five beautiful homes

decorated in holiday cheer.
Proceeds benefit Court
Appointed Special
Advocates (CASA).

936.634.6725 

Woodville Annual Lighting
of the Square
• 5 p.m. at the

Courthouse Square 
• This year’s event includes

Christmas music performed
by Tyler County school
bands; a visit from Santa
Claus; and official lighting
ceremony followed by live
entertainment. Free hot
cocoa, photos with Santa,
Christmas choirs and dinner
with Santa’s Helpers.

409.283.2632 

CONROE 
Cool Yule Festival
• 2 p.m. at the Heritage Park

Amphitheater 
• Festivities begin with the

annual Kiwanis Club
Children’s Christmas parade
winding its way through
downtown Conroe; then
bring the family to the
Amphitheater for children to
enjoy a snow playground,
inflatable rides, carnival games
and a live puppet show.
Rudolph and Santa will make
guest appearances.At dusk,
Santa will lead everyone to
the courthouse to enjoy the
official lighting of the
courthouse square and a
spectacular fireworks display.

Call 1.877.4CONROE for
more information 

HUNTSVILLE
For more information, call
936.295.8113
Cooperative of Women
Artists Angel Art Show
• 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
• Walker County Education

Center
Downtown Holiday Events
• 10 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the

Walker Education Center 
• Arts and crafts, vendors, food,

entertainment, petting zoo,
western wagon trail rides,
old-time demonstrations at
the Cabin on the Square,
entertainment at the Town
Theatre, music throughout
the day at First Methodist
Church, strolling performers,
and participants in period
costumes.The event will end
with a Christmas parade,
lighting of the downtown
square and a performance of
Gone to Texas.

Sam Houston’s Christmas 
• 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Sam

Houston Memorial Museum 
• Demonstrations and

reenactments at the Sam
Houston Memorial Museum.
Texas Gulf Coast Cherokees
will be featured as well as
spinners and weavers,
blacksmithing, quilting,
pottery, storytelling, Raven
Rangers and tours of the
Sam Houston homes.

Texas Christmas
Storytelling in Huntsville 
• 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. at the

Walker Education Center
• Texas Christmas stories told

by colonial storytellers 

JASPER 

Rockin’ Around the
Christmas Tree
Holiday Parade
• 5:30 p.m. in downtown

Jasper near the courthouse
• Lighted parade with floats,

area “royalty” and of 
course, Santa.

409.384.2762 
Annual “Festival of Trees”
Lighting 
• 5:30 p.m. at the

Courthouse Square 
• Area students craft and set

up metal trees on the
courthouse square.Trees are
sponsored and decorated
with holiday lights.

409.384.2461 

Thursday, December 5

Friday, December 6

Saturday, December 7
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am Houston Electric Cooperative dedicates these pages to
the many holiday activities scheduled in our 10-county
service area this season.While it’s impossible to list them all,

we’ve picked a few that just might pique your interest. For more
information on a specific event, please call the phone number
listed with the event. As with all events, dates and times can
change so be sure to call ahead before making your holiday plans.

Saturday, November 30

S

From Sam Houston

Electric to all of our

member-owners, we

wish you a safe, happy

holiday season and a

prosperous new year. 



LIVINGSTON
Christmas in the Park
• 6 p.m. in Pedigo Park
• Livingston’s Christmas in

the Park includes the First
Baptist Church walk
through Little Town
Bethlehem, choruses,
choirs, hayrides through
the park, handcrafted
Christmas decorations and
animated figures.

936.327.5242

LUFKIN
Santa Claus Express 
• 4 to 6 p.m. at the Texas

Forestry Museum 
• Get ready for the holidays

by visiting Santa in the
train depot and making
holiday crafts.

936.632.9535

WOODVILLE
for more information, call
409.283.2632
Woodville Rotary 
Family Pancake
Breakfast with Santa
• 7 a.m. at the Woodville Inn
• Wonderful family pancake

breakfast with Santa
Clauses from America,
Mexico and Germany.

Christmas Craft Bazaar
on the Square and
Holiday Shopping
• 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on

Charlton Street in
downtown Woodville

• Vendors include food,
crafts and gift items.
Downtown shops will be
open as well. Enjoy holiday
music while shopping for
the perfect gift.

Christmas Parade
• 10:30 a.m. in downtown

Woodville 
• Featuring Santa Claus, area

fire stations, county school
bands and much more.

Annual Tour of Homes 
• 1 to 4 p.m.
• Self-guided tour of

decorated homes.
Sponsored by The Women’s
Reading Club and the
Women’s Study Club.

Heritage Village
Christmas Twilight Tour
• 5:30 to 8 p.m. at

Heritage Village 
• Decorated in period

Christmas decorations of
greenery and ribbons,
Heritage Village comes
alive for an evening of
seasonal music (Caroling at
Cherokee Church,
established 1860), live
nativity and refreshments
in the Collier store.
Lantern lit tour ends up at
Cherokee Church for the
closing program.

409.283.2272 or
www.Woodvilletx.com for
more information.

Lufkin Trail of Lights 
• Take a hike after dark along

the Urban Wildscape Trail at
the Texas Forestry Museum
and enjoy the lights of the
Christmas season.

936.632.9535 

Coldspring Women’s
League Christmas
Home Tour
• Tour Coldspring area

homes decorated for
the holidays.

Call 936.653.2184 for
more information and
maps of the tour.

Diboll Christmas
Luncheon 
• 11:30 a.m. at the Diboll

Civic Center
• Holiday luncheon honoring

senior citizens. Anyone is
welcome. Sponsored by
Diboll Christian 
Outreach and Diboll
Housing Authority.

936.829.5440

Dayton Hometown
Holidays
• Festivities begin at 5 p.m.

at the corner of Main
Street and Bryan Street 

• Holiday festival including
tree lighting, music, food
and an appearance by
Santa. Stores will be open
late for holiday shopping;
evening concludes with
fireworks at 7:30 p.m.

936.257.0055
Lufkin La Noche 
Buena Latino Christmas
in Texas 
• 7:30 p.m. at Temple

Theater, Angelina College 
• La Noche Buena kicks off

the Christmas season by
celebrating its spirit in the
Hispanic tradition with
singer/songwriter Tish
Hinojosa, Folklorico dance,
and musicians from Cuba
and Mexico.

936.634.6644

Evening in Old
Bethlehem 
• 6 to 8:30 p.m. at the

Angelina County
Exposition Center  

• Come see the Expo
Center transformed into
the streets of Bethlehem!
Take a walk back in time
and talk with the
townspeople about the
news of the newborn King.

936.639.3141

Coldspring 20th Annual
Christmas on the Square
“An All American
Christmas”
• 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on

the Downtown
Courthouse Square 

• Festival includes food,
carolers, entertainment,
dance groups and bell
ringers. Parade arrives
downtown about 6 p.m.

936.653.2184

Silver Anniversary of
Christmas in
Historic Montgomery
• 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
• Festivities kick off with an

old-fashioned Christmas
Parade at 10 a.m., followed
by caroling at noon and arts
and crafts at the
Community Building.The
11th annual Cookie Walk
begins at 2 p.m., featuring
thousands of beautifully
decorated cookies and
candies on display and
available for purchase.

• Home tour begins at 4 p.m.
936.449.4960 or
936.597.4899
Livingston Hometown
Christmas  
• Festivities begin at 6 p.m.

in downtown Livingston
• A lighted Christmas parade

kicks off holiday festivities
including shopping, music,
refreshments and more,
including an appearance by
Santa at Miss Effie’s Cottage.

936.327.5242
Christmas Night
in Trinity 
For more information, call
936.594.3856

Livingston Tour of Lights 
• Take a self-guided tour of

decorated homes and
businesses in the city’s
“Tour of Lights.” 

• December 20th only, buses
will take participants on
the tour from Pedigo Park
at 6:30 p.m.

936.327.5242

December 7-26

December 13-14

December 19-31 

Saturday, December 14

Sunday, December 8 

Thursday, December 12

Wednesday, December 11
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Sam Houston

Energizing Communities Since 1939

M a k i n g  a  d i f f e r e n c e .
Imagine the difference it made when electricity first became available. Today, we
take for granted lamps, washing machines, freezers and many other electric powered
modern conveniences. It’s hard not to…. Electricity itself doesn’t make such a
difference as it did 50 years ago, but we at Sam Houston Electric still strive to make
a difference by providing the best possible service at the lowest possible price.

When I was growing up, we had coal oil lamps – pure old kerosene lamps. In 1938 my dad built a little two-room
house, but we didn’t have electricity. We didn’t get electricity at the old Holly Grove homeplace until 1952. 

Electricity made life a lot different. We got a washing machine. Used to be we’d have to draw water from the well
one bucket at a time to do the wash. We’d start three days in advance, because we couldn’t draw but two buckets
at a time or else there wouldn’t be enough drinking water. 

Once we got lights reading at night was easier, too. Before that we had to sit real close to the kerosene lamp. If
you turned on an old oil lamp now, you’d wonder how we ever studied by them. These days one electric lamp can
light up an entire room.  

Patsy Allen, Holly Grove, Co-op member since 1952’’
‘‘




