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It’s Time
for aTrim

Right-of-way maintenance crews contracted by  
Sam Houston Electric Cooperative will soon be working 
in your area. The contractors will be trimming trees and 
mowing underbrush along the right-of-way(s) crossing 
your property. Periodic trimming is necessary to keep 
vegetation from interfering with the safe operation of 
the power lines that deliver your electricity. 

We know trees are an 
essential part of the charm 
of East Texas. 

Trees are also vital to our economy. But trees 
are dangerous when they contact power lines. 
Regular trimming to direct growth away from 
lines helps prevent the outages and damage trees 
can cause. 

Mowing right-of-ways keeps brush, vines and 
saplings from developing while clearing a path 
for line technicians performing maintenance and 
repair work.

The skilled employees and contractors working for 
Sam Houston Electric Cooperative are committed 
to establishing the clearance required to bring you 
years of dependable electric service, while retaining 
the beauty and value of your trees.

This brochure will help answer your questions about 
our right-of-way clearing policies and procedures.

NOTE: Authority to perform right-of-way 
maintenance is granted in the signed membership 
application and easement agreement between the 
property owner and Sam Houston EC.  
 
If you need more information, please call us at the 
nearest branch office:

Coldspring 936-653-5400
Livingston 936-327-5711
Woodville 409-283-8251
Toll-free  800-458-0381



How do contractors decide which trees need 
trimming and how much to cut?
Trees growing into easements will be trimmed 
back to the tree line. Dead trees with the potential 
of falling into power lines will be cut down.

How often will right-of-
ways be cleared?
Tree trimming contractors 
rotate throughout our 
service area on a set clearing 
cycle. The contractors trim 
enough at each site to 
prevent interference by 
regrowth before they trim 
again. Because underbrush 
develops faster, it must 
be cleared twice as often 

as the trees need trimming. Our underbrushing 
contractors mow right-of-ways between trimming 
cycles to stay ahead of undesirable vegetation. 

On a regular cycle, contractors also cut dead or 
danger trees beyond the right-of-way that would 
strike the line in falling. The trimming, underbrushing 
and dead tree cutting cycles strike a balance to keep 
maintenance costs down and service reliability up.

What methods are used to trim trees?
The methods used by our contractors are 
consistent with nationally-recognized and 
approved principles of modern arboriculture 
and tree surgery.  Natural and lateral pruning 
techniques are used to obtain the proper amount 
of clearance and redirect future growth with the 
least amount of disruption to the trees.

Are chemical sprays used to control trees or 
underbrush?
Widespread chemical spraying will not be used 
as a means for clearing right-of-ways. After 
underbrushing, some low-volume spraying of 
stumps is done to inhibit regrowth. Preserving the 

natural appearance of the right-of-way area and 
protecting the environment is as important to us as 
it is to our members.

What types of equipment 
are used to clear right-of-
ways?
The most distinctive pieces 
of equipment used are the 
Jarraff and the Timberland 
mechanical tree trimmers. 
They look similar to a small 
crane but have a circular 
cutting blade attached to 
the end of the boom. The 
blade can be moved in any 

direction to quickly produce precise cuts. 

Chain saws, tree saws and pruning tools are used 
for secondary trimming while a tractor equipped 
with a brush hog is used to mow underbrush.

What happens to 
the debris?
Our contractors 
strive to leave right-
of-way areas as neat 
as they were before 
the work started. 
Debris produced 
by trimming will be 

shredded with a tractor on-site, where appropriate, 
or chipped and hauled away for disposal. Large 
limbs and trees are cut and stacked in the right-of-
way. Fallen trees are left where they fall.

What happens when the Co-op cuts a 
dead tree?
If it is endangering a power line, a crew will cut the 
tree. If part of the tree, when felled, blocks a road 
or driveway Sam Houston EC will move that part 
of the tree to clear a path. However, disposal of the 
tree is the member’s responsibility.

Frequently Asked Questions
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Your cooperation will help 
us in our efforts to prevent 
tree-related outages 
and keep right-of-way 
maintenance costs down.

• Don’t store items in right-of-way areas, even 
for short periods of time. Right-of-ways must 
be kept unobstructed at all times to allow 
access for trimming, maintenance and repair 
crews. Personal property in right-of-way areas 
should be removed. 

•	 When	planting	trees	or	shrubs,	keep	in	mind	
the shape and the size the species will reach at 
maturity. Select sites that are far enough from 
right-of-ways to ensure future growth will not 
interfere with power lines. Below is a diagram 
showing suggested planting distances for 
small, medium and large trees.

Danger! 
•	 Keep	landscaping	elements	out	of	the	

designated right-of-ways.
•	 Report dead, weak or damaged trees 

near power lines to Sam Houston EC 
promptly so they can be cut before they 
cause an outage.


