
TRUST. ANOTHER PRECIOUS RESOURCE
WE’RE COMMITTED TO PRESERVING.

YOUR SOURCE OF POWER. AND INFORMATION.

Around here, there’s more to trust than making sure your lights come on when you flip the
switch. We also must have information you can trust, whether it’s about local renewable 
energy options or ways to lower your bill. For more, visit TouchstoneEnergy.com.

TOUCHSTONEENERGY.COM



Sam Houston 
Electric Cooperative 
members can look 
for their Board of 
Directors election 
ballot in the mail this 
month. Voting in the 
election is easy, with 
options to vote by 
mail and online. 

All Sam Houston 
EC members will 
still receive a paper 
ballot [sample 

below], so they can mail in their ballot if they prefer. The election opened on May 15 
and members who have their email address listed on their Sam Houston EC account 
received an email giving instructions on how to vote online. Members can also follow 
the online voting instructions that will accompany the ballot they receive in the mail. 
Both electronic (online) and mail-in votes will be eligible for the prize drawings at the 
2017 Annual Meeting of Members.

Ballots must be received, either online or by mail, no later than 10 a.m., Monday, June 12, 
2017. Members who complete their ballot by the early bird deadline of June 6, 2017, will 
be eligible for a grand prize drawing that will take place at the Co-op’s Annual Meeting of 
Members. Prizes include an E-Z-Go Hunting and Leisure Camo Cart [above]. Members 
do not need to be present at the Annual Meeting to win the early voting prizes.

To elect the Board of Directors, a quorum of at least 10 percent of the membership is 
required. To ensure equal representation of more than 54,000 Sam Houston EC members 
living in 10 counties, the Cooperative’s service territory is divided into five districts. 
Collectively, there are 11 Board members, each living in the district that they serve.

The Cooperative Elections Committee met on Feb. 21, 2017, and reviewed all 
candidates for election. Two incumbents running for re-election were placed on the 
ballot. The committee received no petitions for election from the membership.
District 1, serving Angelina, Polk and Trinity Counties, has two Directors up for re-
election. The candidates recommended by the Elections Committee are Don Boyett 
and Lynn Hendrix.

“As a member-owner, you are an important part of the decision-making and policy 
setting at the Co-op,” Sam Houston EC general manager and CEO Kyle J. Kuntz wrote 
in a letter published in the ballot booklet sent to members. “That means you have the 
right to vote annually for your Board of Directors.”

The Co-op’s Annual Meeting will be Tuesday, June 13, 2017. The meeting will once 
again be held at the Polk County Commerce Center in Livingston. There is plenty 
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of parking close to the Commerce 
Center, which is located at 1017 North 
59 Loop in Livingston (entrance at 
Pedigo Park). Shuttles will be available 
from the parking area to the facility.

Registration will begin at 12 p.m. and 
the meeting will commence at 1:30 
p.m. Snacks and entertainment will 
be provided. Door prizes including 
home electronics, power tools, 
electric bill credits, and gift cards 
from area retailers will be given 
away. Cooperative managers will also 
report on Co-op business, including 
the announcement of the Board of 
Directors election results. 

We’ll see you there!

Look for Your Directors Election Ballot 
Don’t Miss the Early Bird Deadline for a Chance to Win!

Sam HouSton electric cooperative

Voting in the Sam Houston Electric 
Cooperative Board of Directors election 
is easy with options to vote by mail and 
online. all members will still receive a 
paper ballot, so they can mail in their ballot 
if they prefer.  Ballots must be received, 
either online or by mail, no later than 10 
a.m., monday, June 12, 2017.
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Sam HouSton electric cooperative

Periodically 
inspect your 
dryer vent to 
ensure it is 
not blocked. 
This will save 
energy and may 
prevent a fire. 
Manufacturers 

recommend using rigid venting 
material—not plastic vents that may 
collapse and cause blockages. 

The Co-op 
Connections 
Card® is a 
member benefit 
program that 

delivers discounts from participating 
businesses, both local and nationwide. 
Visit www.connections.coop/
samhoustonec for more deals. 

Charmaine’s Embroidery 
140 Jackson Street 
Coldspring, TX 77331 
936-653-8155
Hours: M-F, 10-4:30  
Offer: 10% discount on shop items, no 
set up fee.

Creighton Realty Partners 
11133 South I-45, No. 320 
Conroe, TX 77302 
713-825-8647  
montgomerycountyrealestate.com
Hours: M-F, 8-6, Sat by appointment 
Offer: Free one year home warranty 
with the purchase of a home ($375 
value). 

Absolute Drug & Alcohol Testing 
2508 Hwy 59 North Bypass 
Cleveland, TX 77327 
281-432-0100 
absolutedrugtesting.com 
Hours: M-F, 8-5 
Offer: 10% discount on all services. 

Co-op Connections Deals

Conservation Corner
$3,000 Scholarship Recipients
Jessica Anastacio, Corrigan-Camden
Zachary Blaine Barrett, Hardin
Lilly Faith Bishop, Livingston
Epitacio Capetillo, III, Goodrich
Kara Delynn Churchman, Livingston
Drishti Rajeshkumar Dalwadi, Shepherd
Natalie Jane Dillard, Livingston
Caleb Aaron Ferris, Onalaska
Andrew Jeremiah Hare, Tarkington
Colton Garrett Henderson, New Waverly
Jasmine Chantel Hernandez, Corrigan-
Camden
Emalee Maureen Hoffmann, Willis
Cassidy Jewel LeBouef, Spurger

Congrats, 2017 Scholarship Winners!

When the power 
goes out, so do we. 
Line technicians 
are the first to 
respond after an 
outage occurs, 
and they work 
tirelessly to 
restore power to 
the communities 

we serve. If you’re traveling and see one 
of our crews on the side of the road, we 
kindly ask that you move over if possible 
and give them a little extra space to work. 
We deeply care about the safety of all, and 
this extra precaution ensures just that.

If you approach a crew while traveling 
on a two-lane road, moving over to the 
next lane might not be an option. In this 

Please Make Room for Roadside Crews
case, we simply ask that you slow down 
when approaching roadside crews. If 
you approach a crew while traveling on 
a four-lane road, and safety and traffic 
conditions allow, we ask that you move 
over into the far lane. 

Utility crews aren’t the only ones who 
could use the extra space. Emergency 
responders, such as police officers, 
firefighters and emergency medical 
technicians, often find themselves 
responding to emergency situations near 
busy roadways. We ask that you follow 
the same procedures mentioned above to 
help keep these crews safe. 

There’s plenty of room for all. Let’s work 
together to keep everyone safe on our 
local roadways. 

Melissa Marie Leffingwell, Livingston
Mattie Elise McCaskill, Dayton
Mason Cordell Neal, Chester
Jorge Eduardo Felix Nunez, Corrigan-
Camden
Angel Rose Ramber, Coldspring-
Oakhurst
Dylan Wayne Ross, Willis
Carlee Faith Sweeten, Leggett
Denedra Tra’shell Taylor, Goodrich
William Peyton Wallace, Onalaska
Chase Matthew Watson, Shepherd
Kadie Beth Wisener, Crimson Christian 
Academy
Jordan Lee Woolley, Caney Creek
Caleb Michael Yarbrough, Groveton

$1,500 Scholarship Recipients
Kelsey Lynn Bearden, New Waverly
Matthew Cade Campbell, Livingston
Sydney Christine Felts, Huntington
Araceli Flores-Gaspar, Goodrich
Dalton Wayne Hodge, Onalaska
Cameron Dean Kelley, Onalaska
Jenifer Lopez, Caney Creek
Dakota Lane Thomas, Chester
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LoCaL Co-op news

More than 2,000 electric 
cooperative leaders 
converged on Capitol Hill 
in late April for the 2017 
National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association 
Legislative Conference. 

Sam Houston Electric 
Cooperative joined 
others in educating 
policymakers on the 
unique benefits of 
locally-controlled, 
consumer-owned 
cooperative businesses, 
as well as legislative 
issues affecting those 
cooperatives and their 
member-owners. 

Lawmakers were called upon to support investments in rural infrastructure, reduce 
barriers to maintenance and expansion, and most importantly, ensure electricity 
remains reliable and affordable for all cooperative members. 

“The nation’s more than 900 electric cooperatives play an important role in the 
communities they serve, and we’re all committed to the same fundamental mission—
powering and empowering our consumer-owners,” said Sam Houston Electric 
Cooperative Chief Communications Officer Keith Stapleton. “Advocating for our 
members doesn’t stop at the edge of our service territory. It’s critical that our elected 
officials in Washington hear from us as they make decisions that impact our ability to 
continue that mission.”

Co-ops Visit Legislators

Standby generators 
need full-time safety.

For safety’s sake, be sure to 
use your emergency backup 
generator correctly. 

If you don’t, you risk damaging 
your property and endangering 
your life and the lives of power 
line technicians who may be 
working some distance from 
your home.

www.samhouston.net

Sam Houston Electric Cooperative’s 
Relay for Life® team raised more than 
$7,700 for the 2017 Relay season.

Bringing out the “Superhero in All of Us,” 
the Cooperative team held a garage sale 
and raffled off prizes before participating 
in the Polk County Relay event April 28, 
2017, at Pedigo Park in Livingston. 

Thanks to the research and education of the American Cancer Society, funded 
by way of donations through programs like Relay for Life, over half of all cancer 
patients survive today. Sam Houston Electric Cooperative proudly supports this 
effort as one of Polk County’s top Relay for Life fundraising teams, participating 
since 2001.

Co-op Raises $7,700 for Relay for Life

[pHoto, left to right] Gary White, Houston County EC; Debbie 
Robinson, Wood County EC; Jessie morgan, Deep East texas EC; 
mark tamplin, Jasper-newton EC;  Rep. Louie Gohmert, Keith 
Stapleton, Sam Houston EC;  Kathi Calvert, Houston County EC; 
Joey Davis, Jasper-newton EC; and Joe Conner, Sam Houston EC.
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I grew up In Houston, 
about 50 miles from the Gulf 
Coast. My earliest memories 
of the beach were of family 
outings and fishing trips to 
Rockport with my aunt and 
uncle. I’ve always loved being 
on the Texas coast. But when 
I discovered surfing, that love 
turned into an obsession.

No one would confuse the surf 
in Texas with some famous break 
on the Pacific Ocean, but that 
doesn’t matter. Texas surfers 
are as maniacally devoted to 
the sport as surfers are all over 
the planet. My friends and I 
weren’t proud; we would surf 
on anything rideable. We’d drive 
down to the beach with $30 in 
our pockets and stay for a week, 
sleeping in tents and eating 
sandy sandwiches.

We started riding waves in the 
mid-70s, which put us in the 
second generation of Texas 
surfers. The first generation 
consisted of the pioneers from 
the 60s who discovered surfing 
in California, wondered whether 
it could be done in Texas, and 
brought back boards to give it 
a try. Texas is not widely known 
for its great surf but, as that first 
generation discovered, if you 
know when to look, and if you 
look hard and patiently enough, 
it’s there. There are, after all, over 

600 miles of coastline, and the 
Gulf of Mexico reliably produces 
lots of wind and waves via low 
pressure systems, northers, 
storms, and hurricanes.

Yes, in the gulf of Mexico 
surfers ride the wakes of 

tankers. when the ocean itself 
won’t supply a wave, you 

have to have the nerve and 
ingenuity to search out other 

things that will. that’s the way 
it is in texas, and that’s what 
Kenny Braun has focused his 

camera upon with such quietly 
spectacular effect. 
—stephen Harrigan

 
When I moved to Austin in 
the mid-80s and no longer 
had close access to saltwater, 
my opportunities for surfing 
naturally diminished, but 
my obsession never quite 
disappeared. I started work on 
this book 12 years later, in part 
so that I could reconnect and 
try to understand what it was 
about surfing and the Gulf Coast 
that had made such a deep and 
permanent impression upon me.

I think of myself less as a 
surf photographer than as a 
photographer who loves to surf. 
The essence of surfing, like most 
sports, is ultimately impossible 
to photograph or write about. 
Dreams and memories inform 

much of the work here. The 
photographs, I hope, chronicle 
both Texas’s surfing past and its 
present. At the beach nothing 
ever changes and nothing is 
ever the same. The same is true 
of surfing. Board designs and 
fashions may change, but the 
urge to ride a wave, the search 
for that next perfect swell, is a 
timeless human preoccupation.

I think about time as I watch the 
waves growing into the same 
forms that were seen by our 
ancient ancestors. As I watch my 
kids play in the surf, I remember 
seeing the Gulf for the first time. 
I remember countless hours spent 
with friends and family. Time 
spent at the beach is a return 
to the source—an intimate and 
immediate connection with the 
natural world. You’re riding a 
wave and you look around at the 
fish and dolphins that are riding 
it, too—and somehow it just 
makes sense. Surfing has become 
commercialized, trivialized, and 
mythologized, but its primal appeal 
is pure. In these photographs, I 
hope I have managed to portray 
some of that enduring fascination, 
as well as the singular and 
sometimes unexpected beauty of 
the Texas coast.

By Kenny Braun

kenny Braun iS an auStin 
photographer. text and photoS 
excerpted from Surf texaS 
(univerSity of texaS preSS, 2014).
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ith the fast clatter of horses’ hooves, 
our stagecoach swings into the 

driveway of the Fanthorp Inn State Historic Site 
in Anderson, near Bryan-College Station. We 
step down out of the cherry-red reproduction 
1850s coach and walk toward the whitewashed 
clapboard inn. Although its rooms are silent 
now, it is easy to imagine the flurry of activity 
in the early days of Texas travel as stagecoach 
passengers arrived for the night.

In 1834, English immigrant Henry Fanthorp 
built this dogtrot cedar log cabin—later 
expanded into a two-story clapboard inn—
for his young wife, Rachel. After he was 
appointed postmaster, weary travelers arrived 
by stagecoach along with the mail and slept on 
pallets on the floor. He added a second floor 
in 1846, and in 1850, the structure officially 
became an inn with rooms to rent.

A popular stagecoach stop on a busy east-west 
highway, the Fanthorp Inn attracted such notable 
guests as Sam Houston, Anson Jones, Zachary 
Taylor and Robert E. Lee. Although Anderson is 
a sleepy town today with about 280 residents, 
it was the fourth largest town in Texas during 
the fast-forward period from the Republic era 
through statehood and the Confederacy. 

“Whether you were coming by land (from 
Nacogdoches) or sea (from Galveston), you 
came through Anderson,” says historic site 
manager John Lindon. “That crossroads was so 
important that a town sprung up here.”

Travelers arrived exhausted and hungry after 
a long day of lurching over muddy, potholed 
roads. A stagecoach could cover 15 to 20 miles 
a day; when it got stuck in knee-deep mud, 
second-class passengers had to climb down 
from the roof and push. For $1.50 a night, 
guests received a bed and meals. At a time 
when most inns served a ubiquitous corn gruel 
punctuated with bits of pork or wild game, 
the Fanthorp was known for its high-quality 
food. Supper usually consisted of beef or pork 
with mashed potatoes or grits, peas or beans, 
cornbread to sop up the gravy and sweet 
potato or apple pie. Men were encouraged 
to smoke during the meal to keep bugs away, 
and a servant would pull the “shoofly” flaps 
suspended over the dining room table to keep 
flies off the food.

In the evening, guests would clamber 
upstairs to sleep three or four to a bed with 
strangers. (Private rooms were reserved for 
the occasional female traveler, coach drivers 
and higher-paying guests.) Since most of their 
bedfellows wouldn’t have bathed in months, 
they’d also share the accommodations with 
fleas, lice and bedbugs. Not that hygiene 
wasn’t considered: A shared cup, towel and 
toothbrush were thoughtfully provided at a 
washbasin in the hallway.

Although the accommodations strike the 
modern visitor as uncomfortably rustic, the 
Fanthorp Inn provided a welcome relief from 
the rigors of travel in 19th-century frontier 
Texas. Jane Beardsley, who boarded at the 
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inn with her husband until their new home 
was ready, wrote in a journal entry: “It took us 
two days to come from Houston to Anderson 
and the worse ride I ever had in my life. The 
first day it was so dry and dusty that we were 
nearly chocked (sic) with dirt. The second we 
had a thunder shower for two or three hours 
and I never saw it rain faster in my life … It 
was quite cold two of the first days we were 
here … We are boarding for the present at Mr. 
Fanthrops Hotel, have an excellent boarding 
place, as good probably as the South affords. 
We have a very pleasant Landlady and a house 
full of servants.”

Despite its discomforts, stagecoach travel was 
a luxury that few could afford. The five-day 
journey from Houston to Austin, for example, 
cost $150 to $200 in today’s currency. Most 
travelers slogged down muddy roads on foot 
or horseback. Newcomers walked alongside 
slow-moving, ox-pulled wagons piled high with 
their possessions. Rivers frequently flooded, 
making ferry crossings treacherous.

Accommodations were sporadically located, 
forcing most travelers to camp in the woods or 
approach a log cabin and ask to spend the night. 
Settlers along popular routes received so many 
uninvited guests that, like the Fanthorps, they 
often became innkeepers “in self defense,” as 
Marilyn McAdams Sibley points out in her book 
“Travelers in Texas: 1761-1860.” “[F]ew travelers 
ever considered that their requests for food and 
lodging were an imposition,” she writes. “Most 
… could appear uninvited, ask a weary woman 

with a child at point of death to prepare a meal, 
and then, when she slapped a piece of cold corn 
pone down before them, complain of her sullen 
manner and the poor food.”

By contrast, the Fanthorp Inn offered a convivial, 
comfortable atmosphere. In the men’s sitting 
room off one side of the dogtrot breezeway, 
men swapped stories, smoked, drank whiskey 
and played dominoes. Women entertained on 
the front porch or in the guest rooms. The inn’s 
annual San Jacinto ball drew more than 100 
guests dressed in their finest clothes.

The Fanthorp Inn closed after Henry and 
Rachel died of yellow fever in 1867, but family 
members continued to live in the house until 
1976. The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
purchased the property the following year. 
Because the building was continuously 
occupied, it has been well maintained. The 
original pine floors and some original furniture 
contribute to an authentic atmosphere that’s 
rare in historic inns.

Although one can’t spend the night at the inn, 
tours are available. After our tour, we step into 
my boyfriend’s Acura, crank up the AC and hit 
the road. We’ll be back in Austin in less than 
three hours, stopping for a fresh seafood 
dinner. Like most modern travelers, we take 
such comfort and convenience for granted. But 
now it comes with a new appreciation for the 
hardships endured along the way.
elaine roBBinS iS a frequent contriButor to “texaS 
co-op power.”

the texas parks and Wildlife 
Department purchased 

Fanthorp Inn in 1977 and now 
offers tours of the historic 

stagecoach stop in anderson, 
near Bryan-College Station. ea
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