


For most people, 
the home is a place 
where friends and 
family can come 
together, rest and 
relax. However, 
if electrical 
appliances are 
not maintained or 
used properly, this 
safe haven can be 
diminished in a 
matter of seconds.

Electrical 
appliances within 

the home are part of our everyday life—from the toaster, heaters, curling irons, blow 
dryer, microwave, television and stereo. If these appliances are not maintained, 
stored or used properly, they can pose a serious safety hazard. Here are some safety 
precautions for electrical appliances in the home:

•	 Electrical	appliances	should	not	be	used	around	water.

•	 When	carrying	appliances,	they	should	be	held	by	the	handle,	not	the	cord.

•	 Appliances	that	get	hot	such	as	heaters,	toasters,	and	light	bulbs	should	be	
kept away from materials that can burn.

•	 Small	appliances	should	be	turned	off	or	unplugged	when	not	in	use.

•	 If	an	appliance	repeatedly	blows	a	fuse,	trips	a	circuit	breaker	or	has	given	
you a shock, unplug it and have the appliance repaired or replaced.

   
Electrical	appliances	can	also	be	found	outside	of	the	home.	Appliances	are	used	
outside for cutting the lawn, trimming bushes and flowers and cutting tree limbs. 
Appliances	that	are	used	for	yard	work	should	be	labeled	for	outdoor	use.	Here	are	
some tips for practicing safety precautions when working with electrical appliances 
outside of the home:

•	 Unplug	electrical	tools	and	disconnect	spark	plug	wires	on	gasoline-powered	
tools before making adjustments or clearing jams near moving parts.

•	 Be	sure	power	tools	are	turned	off	and	made	inoperable	if	they	must	be	left	
unattended to prevent use by children.

•	 Handle	gas	carefully.	Never	fill	gasoline	tanks	while	machinery	is	on	or	
when	equipment	is	still	hot.	Wipe	up	spills.	Store	gas	in	an	approved	
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container away from the 
house. Finally, never smoke 
or use any type of flame 
around	gasoline	or	gasoline-
powered equipment.

•	 Do	not	work	with	electrical	
power tools in wet or even 
damp conditions.

•	 Be	sure	that	extension	cords	
are in good condition, are 
rated for outdoor use, and 
are the proper gauge for the 
electrical current capacity of 
the tool.

•	 Inspect	mowers	and	other	
equipment for any potential 
hazards before each use.

May is Electrical Safety Month  
Stay safe in your home and garden

SAM HOUSTON ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

[PHOTO, top] Appliances that get hot 
such as heaters, toasters, and light bulbs 
should be kept away from materials that 
can burn. 

[PHOTO, above] Inspect that extension 
cords are in good working condition and 
discard any damaged or frayed cords. 
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Keep cool 
this summer! 
ENERGY	
STAR	certified	
refrigerators 
are	about	9-10	
percent more 
energy efficient 
than models 

that meet the federal minimum energy 
efficiency standard.   
SOURCE: ENERGYSTAR.GOV

The	Co-op	
Connections	
Card®	is	a	
member	benefit	
program that 

delivers discounts from participating 
businesses, both local and nationwide. 
Visit www.connections.coop/
samhoustonec for more deals. 
Could	your	business	use	some	
free	advertising?	Join	the	Co-op	
Connections	Card	Program.	

Thomas Mercantile 
2464	Old	Hwy	35	North	
Livingston,	TX	77351	
936-967-5333	
Facebook.com/thomasmercantile 
Hours:	Th-Sat,	10-6
Offer:	10%	discount,	excluding	sale	items.

TJ’s Services 
134	Private	Road	8635	
Spurger,	TX	77660	
409-209-1564	
www.beaumontcleaningservice.com 
Hours:	7-7	
Offer:	10%	discount

Top Knotch Tree Service   
936-252-2534	
Hours:	24/7
Offer:	10%	discount	off	total	job.	
$139.99	take	down	most	any	tree.

Co-op Connections Deals

Conservation Corner

It’s a story that begins in darkness 
and	ends	in	light.	Generations	of	rural	
Americans	struggled	to	“get	lights”	
and bring the wonders of electricity 
to the vast areas not served in the 
United	States.	How	these	residents	
accomplished that goal is a true story of 
trial and triumph. 

The	people	of	rural	America	needed	
electric power. Our founding members 
dreamed	of	bringing	“power	to	the	
people.”	And	so	they	did.

Word	spread	of	a	proposed	REA	project	
in	the	piney	woods	of	East	Texas.	
Residents	and	county	officials	joined	

Happy Birthday, Sam Houston EC!

Make plans to 
join us for the 
Sam	Houston	
Electric 
Cooperative	
Annual	Meeting	
of Members on 
Tuesday,	
June	13,	2017.

Doors	will	open	at	
12	p.m.	for	registration,	and	the	meeting	
will	begin	at	1:30	p.m.	

You’re	invited	to	the	Polk	County	
College/Commerce	Center	in	
Livingston.	The	facility	is	located	at	1017	
North	59	Loop,	with	the	entrance	at	

Look for Your Director Election Ballot
Pedigo	Park.	Shuttles	will	be	available	to	
take attendees from the parking area to 
the facility. 

Members present at the meeting will be 
able	to	visit	with	other	member-owners,	
as	well	as	meet	the	Board	of	Directors	
and	Cooperative	management.	There	
will also be entertainment and a door 
prize	drawing.	Cooperative	managers	
will	report	on	Co-op	business,	including	
the	announcement	of	Board	of	Directors	
election winners.

Be	on	the	lookout	later	this	month	for	
your	Board	of	Directors	election	ballot,	
giving you the chance to vote either 
online	or	by	mail-in	ballot.	

together, rallying support from their 
friends, families and neighbors in 
constructing their electric cooperative. 

On	Aug.	27,	1938,	the	articles	of	
incorporation	for	Sam	Houston	
Electric	Cooperative	Inc.	were	drafted	
and a rural electric cooperative was 
born.	Their	persistence	finally	paid	
off,	when	on	May	16,	1939,	a	charter	
was	granted	by	the	Secretary	of	State—
Happy Birthday, Sam Houston EC!

After	obtaining	an	REA	loan,	the	
Cooperative	began	construction	of	its	
first	power	lines,	243	miles,	on	Jan.	15,	
1940.	Those	first	lines	would	serve	661	
members	in	Polk,	San	Jacinto,	Walker	
and	Liberty	Counties.	

By	1943,	Sam	Houston	EC	had	1,306	
members.	In	1951,	that	number	jumped	to	
7,500	consumers	and	2,300	miles	of	line.	

Today,	Sam	Houston	Electric	
Cooperative	maintains	more	than	6,000	
miles	of	power	lines	serving	54,000	
members	in	parts	of	10	counties.
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LOCAL CO-OP NEWS

Sam	Houston	Electric	Cooperative	
members have spoken, and have awarded 
the	Co-op	and	its	employees	an	American	
Customer	Satisfaction	Index	score	of	87.

The	American	Customer	Satisfaction	
Index	(ASCI)	measures	four	key	areas:	
overall customer satisfaction, how a 
utility measures up to expectations, how it 
compares	to	an	“ideal”	utility,	and	customer	

loyalty.	These	four	indicators	are	then	combined	to	create	a	single	index	score	that	can	
serve as a benchmark of the utility’s overall performance. 

According	to	Anneliese	Oppenheim,	CEO	of	Oppenhiem	Research,	“When	comparing	
Sam	Houston	EC’s	performance	with	nationally-renowned	companies	across	varying	
industries,	Sam	Houston	EC	again	performed	quite	favorably.	With	a	score	of	87,	Sam	
Houston	is	among	the	highest	scoring	companies,	scoring	higher	than	Dole	(86),	Honda	
(86),	BMW	(85),	Google	(84)	and	Apple	(84).”

In	just	the	electric	utility	industry,	local	investor-owned	utilities	earned	scores	of	70	and	
76.	The	average	score	for	all	electric	utilities	is	72.

“Cooperative	leaders	are	proud	of	our	employees	for	this	achievement,”	Chief	
Communications	Officer	Keith	Stapleton	said.	“It	shows	that	they	are	taking	the	time	to	
listen to our members, and providing trustworthy information to them. It takes every 
employee	working	together	to	provide	our	member-owners	with	the	high	level	of	service	
that	this	score	reflects.”

Congratulations	to	all	our	employees	for	a	job	well	done,	and	thank	you	to	all	of	our	Sam	
Houston	EC	members	who	took	time	to	participate	in	the	recent	survey.	Your	feedback	
helps us serve you better.

Cooperative Among Highest ACSI Scores   

Look Up and Live.

Whether you’re trimming 
trees, working with a ladder or 
you’re the operator of heavy 
equipment, it’s important to 
always look up first. 

Watch for overhead power lines 
and service connections that 
you or your equipment could 
contact. Stay at least 10 feet 
away at all times.

www.samhouston.net

Cooperative	principle	six	is	Concern	for	Community,	and	Sam	
Houston	Electric	Cooperative	employees	held	a	blood	drive	in	
March,	as	part	of	the	Co-op’s	continued	efforts	to	improve	the	
quality	of	life	in	East	Texas.

Employees donated 22 pints of blood, which can help as many as 
66	people,	according	to	the	Gulf	Coast	Regional	Blood	Center.	

The	Cooperative	has	hosted	blood	drives	since	July	20,	2005.	

Blood	donations	help	patients	with	a	wide	variety	of	needs,	including	accident	
victims, cancer patients, premature babies and more. 

The	Center	also	states	that	just	24	hours	are	needed	to	process	a	blood	donation,	so	it	
is available soon to people who may need it.

Employees Donate to Blood Center
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With	its	rising	tower	and	venerable	architecture,	
a historic county courthouse marks the heart of 
a downtown like a pushpin on a map. It’s a true 
landmark, often visible for miles, rising above 
other	 buildings	 on	 the	 square.	These	 days	 that	
picture postcard image rings true in downtowns 
across	 the	 state.	 But	 during	 the	 1950s	 many	
Texas	 counties	 sought	 to	 “modernize”	 their	
seats	 of	 government	 under	 the	 motto	 of	 “out	
with	 the	old	 and	 in	with	 the	new.”	 In	 less	 than	
two decades, 25 counties demolished their 
historic courthouses.

Two	 dramatic	 fires	 further	 spotlighted	 the	
vulnerability	of	historic	edifices—one	in	the	State	
Capitol	in	Austin	in	1983	and,	ten	years	later,	the	
complete	 destruction	of	Hillsboro’s	 	 ornate	 1890	
Hill	 County	 Courthouse.	 	 About	 the	 same	 time,	
many historic courthouses were showing signs of 
deterioration after decades of poor maintenance, 
improper renovations and weather damage. 
The	 National	 Trust	 for	 Historic	 Preservation	

In less than two decades, a state program that 
restores historic courthouses has lifted the spirits (and 

economies) of downtowns across Texas.
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even	 named	 the	 courthouses	 of	 Texas	 among	
the nation’s most endangered historic sites. 
The	 Texas	 Legislature	 responded	 to	 public	
alarm	 in	 1999	 by	 authorizing	 the	 Texas	Historic	
Courthouse	Preservation	Program	 as	 part	 of	 the	
Texas	 Historical	 Commission	 (THC).	 Historic	
courthouses	 symbolized	 Texas	 heritage,	 so	 the	
state decided it should help counties turn back the 
hands of time and restore them as good as new.

While	 the	THC	was	busy	 in	Austin	with	 the	first	
round of courthouse restorations, over in East 
Texas	the	Women’s	Garden	Club	of	San	Augustine	
was	 paying	 attention.	 The	 club	 had	 worked	 for	
decades sprucing up the courthouse square which, 
laid	out	 in	 1833,	made	 it	one	of	 the	 state’s	oldest	
and	 a	 Texas	 State	 Antiquities	 Landmark.	 The	
garden	 club	 knew	 that	 the	 square’s	 1927	 Classic	
Revival	courthouse	was	deteriorating.	

“When	 the	 courthouse	 program	 started	 up,”	
recalls	club	member	Betty	Oglesbee,	“we	thought	
‘wouldn’t it be great if we were the ones who could 
pull	it	off	right	here	in	San	Augustine.’”	

With	the	backing	of	county	commissioners,	the	club	
spent several years doggedly raising donations from 
organizations and individuals—plus a sizable grant 
from	 the	 T.L.L.	 Temple	 Foundation	 of	 Lufkin—to	
garner	 $657,000	 in	 local	 funds	 to	 add	 to	 the	 state	
grant	of	$3.8	million.	

By	2010	the	San	Augustine	County	Courthouse	was	
fully	restored	inside	and	out.	Restoration	architects	
were able to recapture the original look in part by 
studying	photos	shot	during	the	1930s	and	1940s	by	
noted	 federal	 government	 photographers	 Russell	
Lee and John Fachon who chronicled life during the 
Great	Depression.

The	 courthouse	 restoration	 pumped	 new	 life	
into	 downtown	 San	 Augustine,	 which	 entered	
the	 THC’s	 Texas	 Main	 Street	 Program	 in	 2013	
to	further	revitalize	downtown.	The	45-member	
garden	 club	 then	 took	 on	 the	 1919	 county	 jail,	
which had become a vacant eyesore on the 
courthouse	 square.	 Restoration	 was	 completed	
and celebrated last month with tours of its 
rebirth as a law enforcement museum and 
research center. 

“The	courthouse	and	jail	restoration	projects	cost	
the	county	practically	nothing,”	Oglesbee	explains.	
“Maintaining	our	heritage	is	important	to	our	club,	
because	we	really	care	about	our	community.”

In	 July	 of	 2000	Newton	County	 completed	 a	master	 plan—based	 on	 THC	
guidelines—to	 restore	 its	 1902	 Second	 Empire-style	 courthouse.	 On	 the	
night	of	August	4	an	electrical	fire,	sparked	in	the	attic,	ravaged	the	structure,	
leaving it a mere shell of walls surrounding a pile of debris and damaged 
county	documents.	Residents	stood	around	the	square	crying	all	night	for	the	
loss of their most important landmark.  

[PHOTO, opposite] The  1885 Shelby County Courthouse is known as the “Irish 
Castle,” although its designer, a religious-minded Irish architect named J.J.E. 
Gibson, meant it to look like a European cathedral. 

[PHOTO, below] The 1914 Neoclassical Trinity County Courthouse was designed to 
emulate the style of the County’s modest 1908 Records Building.

[PHOTO 2] The 1902 Second Empire-style Newton County Courthouse brick 
was made from clay  mined on nearby Caney Creek and molded and fired on the 
courthouse square.
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THC	restoration	grants	of	$4.5	million	ultimately	
helped	the	county	restore	the	building.	The	project	
took a decade to complete, but the results gave 
the	county	 its	 iconic	 landmark	back.	Paramount,	
of course, was updating the structure’s electrical, 
mechanical,	plumbing	and	fire-protection	systems	
to modern standards. 

The	 exterior	 regained	 its	 1936	 appearance,	
including a slate mansard roof and a metal bell 
and	clock	tower	made	in	Utah	and	raised	in	place	
on	 the	 Newton	 square.	 The	 interior	 regained	
its	 1925	 appearance,	 featuring	 the	 district	
courtroom’s pressed metal ceiling and elaborate 
trim	 plaster	 moulding.	 Workers	 salvaged	
rare longleaf pine boards from the damaged 
courthouse ruins and used them to restore the 
flooring, wainscot and stairways—the perfect 
finishing	touch	for	a	historic	structure	rising	like	
a phoenix from its ashes.

 
It’s	 fitting	 that	 the	 small,	 two-story,	 red-brick	
Victorian	courthouse	on	Center’s	square	is	called	
the	 “Irish	 Castle.”	 Immigrant	 architect	 and	
brickmaker,	J.J.E.	Gibson,	constructed	the	Shelby	
County	Courthouse	in	1885	using	design	features	
from castles and churches in his native Ireland. 
Twelve	tall	round	brick	chimneys	rise	dramatically	
from the building which is laid out on a cruciform 
plan like a European cathedral.  It boasts a 
sanctuary-like	 courtroom	 with	 heavy	 timber	
trusses,	sloping	floor	and	vaulted	apse.		To	combat	
hot	 summer	 weather,	 Gibson	 incorporated	 an	
ingenious ventilation system that drafts air out of 
the building through vents built into the walls and 
roof.	 Court	 proceedings	 in	 the	 1880s	 sometimes	
resembled	 frontier	 justice,	 so	 Gibson	 equipped	
the judge’s bench with a secret trap door and stairs 
allowing	 a	 hasty	 retreat	 in	 case	 of	 danger.	 The	

courthouse changed little in a century, but closed 
in	 1992	when	 county	 offices	 relocated.	 	By	2000	 a	
nearly $2 million facelift had revived the venerable 
structure as a visitor’s center and meeting place. 
Visitors now tour the restored courthouse and view 
the portrait and artifacts of the Irish architect who 
left	his	mark	on	Center.	

Alongside	 his	 castle-like	 courthouse,	 Gibson	 built	
the	Shelby	County	Jail,	which	was	restored	as	home	
of	the	Shelby	County	Chamber	of	Commerce.	Local	
funds paid for both restorations, having barely 
predated	the	first	round	of	THC	restoration	grants.	
“I	guess	we	were	just	ahead	of	the	times,”	says	local	
chamber	of	commerce	manager	Pam	Phelps.

During	 the	 late	 1800s	 Trinity	 County	 experienced	 the	 theft	 of	 county	
records,	 the	 loss	 by	 fire	 of	 two	 courthouses	 and	 the	 abandonment	 of	 yet	
another	courthouse	because	of	poor	construction.	So	safety	concerns	were	on	
commissioners’	minds	 in	 the	early	 1900s	as	 they	authorized	a	new	records	
building	 for	 Groveton’s	 courthouse	 square.	 The	 structure	 employed	 the	
same	look	and	solid	construction	plans	as	Polk	County’s	records	building	in	
Livingston.	A	few	years	later	the	county	hired	Austin	architects	C.H.	Page	and	
Bros.	 to	 design	 a	 courthouse	 that	 incorporated	 the	 records	 building	while	
matching	 its	 Neoclassical	 style.	 The	 courthouse	 opened	 in	 1914	 and	 gave	
nearly a century of safe service. 

By	 2000,	 however,	 it	 was	 clear	 the	 structure	 required	 restoration,	 and	
the	county	worked	with	the	THC	to	plan	and	carry	out	the	project.	A	2006	
fire	 in	 the	county	clerk’s	office	nearly	destroyed	the	building,	adding	to	 the	
urgency	of	an	upgrade	of	the	historic	edifice.	The	$5.4	million	project	not	only	
brought the courthouse up to modern standards, it restored its original look, 
including	 original	 light	 fixtures	 long	 hidden	 by	 an	 earlier	 remodeling.	 The	
courtroom	also	was	reoriented	to	its	original	configuration	with	the	judge’s	
bench	positioned	beneath	the	room’s	tall	proscenium	arches.	The	work	also	
included an unusual geothermal heat exchange system boasting 55 wells 
drilled	onsite	to	heat	and	cool	the	courthouse	more	cost	effectively.

The	courthouse	restoration	injected	new	life	into	downtown	Groveton,	says	
Margie	Wheeler,	chair	of	the	Trinity	County	Historical	Commission.	“Right	
away, local property owners began improving their buildings. It all gave the 
people	of	the	county	a	very	positive	image	of	our	county	seat.”	

What	 happened	 in	 Groveton	 happened	 all	 over	 Texas,	 explains	 Sharon	
Fleming,	director	for	the	THC’s	courthouse	restoration	program.	“As	public	
buildings,	 Texas	 courthouses	 are	 among	 the	most	widely	 recognized,	 used	
and	 appreciated	 assets	 in	 our	 communities.	 There	 are	 few	 places	 that	 can	
strengthen	an	entire	community,	but	a	restored	courthouse	truly	will.	We’ve	
seen	it	happen	with	a	myriad	of	counties	that	have	joined	the	program.”
 
To	 date,	 state	 grants	 totaling	 $271	 million,	 plus	 another	 $224	 million	 in	
matching	 county	 funds,	 have	 fully	 restored	67	 courthouses	 in	Texas,	while	
providing	 emergency	or	planning	 grants	 to	 another	26.	That	 still	 leaves	 74	
Texas	counties	that	have	committed	local	funds	but	await	legislative	approval	
for state restoration grants.

[PHOTO 1] The San Augustine County Courthouse was restored by 2010 in the 
Texas Historic Courthouse Preservation Program. The 1927 structure’s Classical 
Revival style features two-story Palladian-style windows on the second floor 
illuminating one of the largest courtrooms in East Texas.  A statue of James 
Pinckney Henderson, the first Governor of State of Texas, was installed in front of 
the courthouse in 1937.

[PHOTO 2] The  1885 Shelby County Courthouse features 12 brick chimneys.

[PHOTO 3] The 1902 Second Empire-style Newton County Courthouse was 
restored in 2012 to its 1936 appearance after  a long period of recovery from a 
catastrophic fire in 2000 that destroyed all but the structure’s outside walls.  The 
interior, including the district courtroom, was restored to its 1925 look.

[PHOTOS 4 & 5] In April 1939, photographer Russell Lee came to San Augustine at 
the behest of the federally-funded Farm Security Administration. He documented 
small town life during the Depression years in San Augustine.


