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Introducing

With your new myPowerUsage meter, 
you have the option to sign up for 
myPrePay. There’s no difference in the 
service you’ll receive—just in HOW 
and WHEN you pay for it. When you 
sign up, you pay as often and as much 
as you’d like. 



Susan Cody has had a hand in helping plan Sam Houston Electric Cooperative’s 
Annual Meeting of  Members for most of the past 37 years. The member services 
and communications secretary helps with paperwork in advance and with door 
prizes during the event, but her favorite part comes just beforehand. That’s when 
she gets to greet and interact with the Co-op’s members, some of whom she’s known 
for many years.

“I look forward to the meetings because I enjoy seeing these people and talking 
to them,” she said between hugs and handshakes. “I see a lot of people that I used 
to work with and a lot of people that I’m friends with in the community, and I just 
enjoy that.”

Some 1,100 locals kept Cody and the rest of the Sam Houston EC employees busy 
June 13 at the Cooperative’s Annual Meeting, held at the Polk County Commerce 
Center in Livingston. Members gathered to have their say in the Cooperative’s 
leadership and to learn about the successes of the past year, and for community 
fellowship among friends, neighbors and loved ones.

“It’s kind of like a family reunion,” said Keith Stapleton, Sam Houston EC’s chief 
communications officer. “We get together once a year, and we get to know everybody 
and we see familiar faces.”
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The Cooperative members voted 
to re-elect Don Boyett and Lynn 
Hendrix to five-year terms on the 
board of directors as representatives 
of District 1 serving Polk, Trinity and 
Angelina Counties. 

Members also signed up in droves for 
Operation Round Up, which relies on 
funds volunteered by Sam Houston EC 
members who “round up” their monthly 
electric bills, to support East Texas 
nonprofit organizations.

Don’t Meth With Me educates East 
Texas students about the dangers 
of methamphetamine use. Blair 
McDonald, the group’s president, 
said an Operation Round Up grant 
furthered their mission.

“Without this money, we could not 
help communities and children 
outside of Polk County,” he said. “With 
this money, we can help neighboring 
counties reduce the scourge of meth 
and associated drug crime. Together 
we can make our communities a better 
place to live.”

Sam Houston EC works with many 
community leaders and local businesses 
to make this meeting a success. For 
example, the Livingston High School 
band provides helpers to hand out 
cookies and drinks at the meeting, and 
the Co-op donates to their scholarship. 
It’s all part of the Co-op’s core value of 
commitment to community.

In addition to its work in the 
community, General Manager and 
CEO Kyle Kuntz, P.E., told members 
Sam Houston EC weathered some 
storms in 2016 but it “remains 
strong” with promising projects on 
the horizon. 

Annual Meeting of Members 
Celebrating the Cooperative Advantage

SAM HOUSTON ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

[PHOTO] A few of Sam Houston Electric Cooperative’s member service representatives 
greeted members at registration at the 2017 Annual Meeting of Members. Registration 
certifies membership in the Cooperative and places each member in attendance in the event’s 
door prize drawing. 
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SAM HOUSTON ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Wholesale power costs fell for the second 
straight year, more than $3 million in 
capital credits were retired to members in 
September 2016, and another $2 million 
in retirements will go toward members’ 
August electric bills, Kuntz said.

However, operating costs rose in 2016, 
which Kuntz attributed to major storm 
damage sustained in April 2016 and to 
growth in the Co-op’s service territory. 
To address these costs, the board may 
consider a small increase to the base 
charge within the next 12–18 months.

“We are beginning to see modest growth 
in our area, and to serve the new growth 

Annual Meeting Continued...

and the existing members, we spent over 
$20 million for new line extensions and 
replacement of aging facilities,” Kuntz 
said. “System improvements, which are 
critical to reducing outages, factored into 
capital costs, as well.”

Thanks in part to those improvements, 
Sam Houston EC members experienced 
20 percent fewer power outages, 
amounting to an average 30 percent less 
downtime in 2016, compared with 2015. 
Kuntz said the Co-op’s employees play a 
big part in those figures, too.

“Credit goes to your dedicated 
employees, who work tirelessly in 

all types of weather to restore power 
safely, efficiently and quickly,” he said.

Those same employees earned the 
Cooperative a rating of 87 in the American 
Customer Satisfaction Index in 2016.

“That is not only among the very highest 
in our industry, it is among the highest in 
all industries,” Kuntz said, “and I would 
like to thank your Co-op employees for 
their hard work and dedication to serving 
you, our members. I truly believe they are 
the best in the industry.”

The Cooperative is investing in a new 
software system that will enhance 
efficiency and bring down costs, and the 
planned 2019 completion of the R.C. 
Thomas Hydroelectric Power Project 
at Lake Livingston Dam will bring more 
renewable hydroelectric power into the 
Co-op’s generation portfolio, which also 
now includes wind power, Kuntz said. 
The feasibility of a community solar 
project also is being studied.

“Regardless of the source, your board 
will only pursue new power generation 
when it is cost effective and makes sense 
for you, our members,” Kuntz said.

After the business meeting wrapped up, 
members cheered for the traditional door 
prize giveaway, which awarded dozens 
of smiles in the form of bill credits, small 
household electronics and gift cards. 
Every attending member went home 
with a wooden thermometer, too. After 
all, it’s about serving the members, who 
are part of the very same community 
that the Cooperative employees live and 
work in. Cody is glad to be part of such a 
community event year after year, noting 
that it’s nice to actually see members face-
to-face at the Annual Meeting.

“I talk to members on the phone but I do 
not see them; I don’t work at the front 
counter,” she said. “This is my opportunity 
to get among them and to enjoy it.”

[PHOTO] Cooperative members enjoy the 
fellowship at the 2017 Sam Houston Electric 
Cooperative Annual Meeting.

[PHOTO] Sam Houston EC CEO Kyle J. Kuntz 
shares the Co-op’s milestones and goals for 
the coming year.

[PHOTO] Entertainer Walter Plant has been 
performing at the Co-op’s Annual Meeting for 
nearly 30 years.

[PHOTO, left to right] Sam Houston EC’s 
Robert Lantrip, Mikey Cude and Larry Horn 
greet members at the June 13 Annual Meeting. 
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LOCAL CO-OP NEWS

Keep children safe.

Small children are naturally 
inquisitive and do not know the 
dangers of electricity. Teaching 
them the basics will help keep 
them safe from harm.

You can protect them one 
step further by childproofing 
your home with a few simple 
modifications. We want you and 
your family to stay safe from 
electrical dangers. 

www.samhouston.net

For Stapleton, reconnecting with old friends is what makes the Annual Meeting 
stand out.

“I saw Jerry Best earlier today, and I haven’t seen Jerry in many years, and he’s 
from my hometown over in Jasper,” he said. “It’s really neat to bump into good, 
old friends like that. That’s what makes this so special.”

What it Means to Be a Cooperative
The Annual Meeting of Members is a prime example of how your Cooperative works, 
as well as the principles by which it is operated and governed. The Cooperative way 
of doing business is special because we are owned by the consumers we serve. We’re a 
unique force in the communities we’ve served since 1939.
 
There are five districts, represented by an 11-member board of directors who 
are members, just like you. Directors attend training to become Credentialed 
Cooperative Directors. They take on the challenging task of guiding your not-for-
profit Co-op and representing their fellow members’ best interests.
 
To learn more about your Cooperative, its Annual Meeting of Members, the board 
of directors, and the election process, visit www.SamHouston.net, click on “Your 
Cooperative,” “Corporate Info,” then “Corporate Bylaws.”

[PHOTO] Members gather to celebrate 
Cooperative membership at the 2017 Annual 
Meeting of Members. 

[PHOTO] Cooperative members are shuttled 
to and from the parking areas and the 
meeting facility.

[PHOTO] The Livingston Band Boosters 
were on site to help serve popcorn, cookies 
and beverages to the meeting attendees.

[PHOTO] Habitat for Humanity of Polk County 
President Wanda Tuft receives an ORU grant 
from Glen Reader and Murlin Barker.
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STARRY NIGHTS

On a clear, moonless, summer night, walk outside and look 
southward toward the horizon. Lost among the countless 
points of light we call stars is the Earth’s closest, stellar 
neighbor (other than our own—the sun). It’s called Centauri 
Proxima.

Part of a trinary star system, known as Alpha Centauri, Proxima 
is a mere 4.2 light years away. Considering that the entire 
known universe is estimated to be 92 billion light years across 
(that’s 564,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 miles!), Centauri 
Proxima is practically next door. But, if you were to board a 
space ship and travel toward Proxima at a speed of 20,000 
miles per hour, it would take a staggering 1.2 billion years to 
get there. Space is big…really big.

Despite that vastness of space, we can look into the 
heavens and see a multitude of objects that punctuate the 
otherwise eerie blackness; objects that have been visible 
to mankind as long as there have been people looking 
upward. But not all pinpricks of luminescence are the 
same; they can be divided into categories based upon size, 
appearance and movement.

BY JANET RUTH MYERS

WANT TO FEEL SMALL?
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Despite being outnumbered thousands to one in a typical 
nighttime viewing, if you know where and when to look, you 
might catch a glimpse of our solar system’s two largest planets; 
Jupiter and the gracefully-ringed Saturn. 

At times, the Earth’s two closest planetary neighbors, Venus and 
reddish Mars, can be seen commingling among the stars.

Residing between the orbits of Jupiter and Mars lies the asteroid 
belt. This disk-shaped, rocky region contains stony fragments 
ranging in size from dust-sized grains to mountainous boulders, 
usually orbiting around the sun, minding their own business. 
However, occasionally, collisions send pieces of rock hurtling 
toward the inner planets, including Earth. As long as they are 
small, there is no harm done, just a bright streak across the sky 
known as a meteor or shooting star. 

Bigger fragments can put on quite a light show, resembling 
a giant fireworks display. The largest, however, can do serious 
damage to life on Earth, as was the case with the asteroid that 

THERE ARE FOUR GENERAL TYPES of objects visible to the 
unaided eye (or assisted by binoculars and telescopes) in the 
night sky; stars, planets, meteorites and comets.

By far, the most numerous points of light in the nighttime sky are 
stars, which, like our own sun, generate light by fusing hydrogen 
into helium. Some stars, due to their large size, take fusion a few 
steps further and create heavier elements. Of course, viewing 
even the estimated 200 to 400 billion stars in our galaxy alone 
is impossible, even with the most powerful telescopes. However, 
the unaided eye or a pair of binoculars can allow you to observe 
at least three thousand stars.

The brightest stars and the patterns they form have found their 
way into the imaginations of ancient peoples since perhaps the 
moment people first appeared on planet Earth, inspiring them 
to “see” or imagine certain groups of stars (constellations) as 
representing mythological characters, creatures, earthbound 
objects and animals. Today there are 88 modern constellations, 
the most well known being Ursa Major, a pattern of stars which 
contains the easy-to-find “Big Dipper.”

THE STARS

brought about the extinction of the dinosaurs. Fortunately, the 
really big ones are rare.  

Most “shooting stars” that we see often arrive as the Earth 
moves into the path where a comet has passed, an event that 
leaves behind a trail of sand-sized debris. Perhaps the best 
known shooting stars are the prolific, late summer Perseids, 
which peak in August and are composed of a stream of debris 
from the Swift-Tuttle comet. They are numerous, but small 
and fleeting.

The Geminids, which arrive 
in December and the 
Quadrantids, peaking in 
January, are believed to 
be the rocky remains of 
asteroids. Asteroid-based 
showers tend to be fewer 
in overall number, but 
contain larger-sized objects 
and are thus more spectacular 
when observed.

THE PLANETS

METEORITES AND ASTEROIDS

[PHOTO, above] There’s more to this photo than two 
bright spots. The top is the crescent moon, and the lower, 
dimmer spot is Venus. This scene is looking west after 
sunset at the Sam Houston State University Observatory. 
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Situated in the twilight of space, far from the sun, exist billions 
of icy bodies; leftovers from the formation of the solar system. 
When their orbits are perturbed, they can find themselves making 
intermittent visits to the inner solar system. These rare events create 
the comets that have mystified civilizations for thousands of years. 

As these objects get close to the sun, they begin to vaporize and 
form a tail (sometimes two) that can be millions of miles long. 
These are perhaps the most stunning and rare celestial events 
that we are able to witness.

To those who are not familiar with the night sky (most of us), 
much of what we view in the nighttime sky is basically a mystery. 
However, if you have a smart phone, equipped with night sky 
viewing apps, a whole new universe can open to you. A highly 
rated star viewing app is Night Sky, by iCandi Apps Ltd.

As you hold up your smart phone to the sky, various constellations 
are displayed, along with the stars, planets and even satellites. As 

IDENTIFYING THE UNKNOWN

you move your phone up or down, left or right, the display moves to 
show what heavenly bodies lie ahead. Other apps are also available 
and offered for little cost or even free. Give them a try. 

Stargazing can be a memorable experience when it is done 
somewhere that has the perfect environment to see the complete 
sky without interference. Big cities like Houston have so many 
lights that seeing the widest array of stars is nearly impossible. 

However, to see at least a few stars on a clear night, here is a look at 
the best places for seeing the stars in East Texas. The first choice is 
the George Observatory, which offers three domed telescopes and 
amazing views of the night sky, located in Brazos Bend State Park; a 
perfect place to camp out and watch the stars. 

Sam Houston State University Observatory, located just one hour 
away from the bright lights of Houston, offers both an observatory 
and a planetarium, featuring numerous opportunities for star gazers. 
Another destination is the HAS (Houston Astronomical Society) 

COMETS

PLACES TO GO
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JANET RUTH MYERS, FROM THE LAKE SAM RAYBURN AREA, HAS AUTHORED 
DOZENS OF MAGAZINE ARTICLES AND FREQUENTLY WORKS WITH HER 
HUSBAND, PHOTOGRAPHER STEPHAN MYERS.

Observatory, situated in Columbus, Texas, 80 miles west of 
downtown Houston.

The Center for Earth and Space Science Education is located on 
the campus of Tyler Junior College in Tyler, Texas. Offering the 
first 40-foot Spitz nano-seam domed theater in East Texas, the 
state of the art planetarium features an immersive, full-domed 
video experience.   

For information about amenities and the specific location of all 
these venues, contact the organizations through their websites.

Even with the use of good quality telescopes, it’s becoming more 
of a problem to see the stars in modern times because of  ever-
growing light pollution; a situation that has developed as millions 
of lights needed for human use at night block the view of starry 
light in the heavens.

Sam Houston Electric Cooperative is doing its part to curb the 
light pollution problem by switching from the use of old-style 
lights to LED (light emitting diode) lights, which are highly 

directional and can be adjusted to point their light toward the 
ground instead of illuminating in all directions.

“We have 25,000 lights on our system and have begun to replace 
them with LEDs on an as needed basis,” said Kabe Murphy, P.E., an 
electrical engineer for Sam Houston Electric Cooperative. “The LEDs 
are more expensive, but have a longer life and pay for themselves 
over time.”

So viewing the starry heavens will become easier in the years 
ahead, as light pollution begins to decline.

Even if you don’t have the time to go to a planetarium or observatory, 
you can always grab your smart phone, loaded with a star-gazing 
app, and head out into the darkness of your own backyard. It’s a 
big and wondrous universe out there. Regardless of your culture or 
age, the stars can forever thrill your heart with notions of interstellar 
travel, tranquil beauty and legendary mythology.


