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While most homeowners would like 
to be more energy efficient and save 
money, often it feels overwhelming 
because many people don’t know 
where to start. How can the average 
family use less energy, lower their 
utility bill and still meet their daily 
energy needs? 

To help jumpstart your effort, it is 
useful to know what the top energy 
users are in your home. With this 

knowledge, you can choose a path that works best for your family.  According to the 
U.S. Energy Information Agency, the top five energy users in U.S. homes are:

1. Space cooling 
2. Space heating
3. Water heating
4. Lighting
5. Refrigeration

Adjust the temperature.
Together, home heating and cooling use the most energy and take the biggest bite out 
of your energy budget. On the bright side, there are ways you can achieve at least 10 
percent savings by taking a few simple low-cost or no-cost steps. 

•	 During	cold	weather,	set	your	thermostat	to	68	degrees	Fahrenheit.	
•	 During	warm	weather,	the	recommended	indoor	temperature	is	78	degrees	

Fahrenheit.
•	 Cleaning	the	filters	of	your	HVAC	system	can	cut	costs	from	five	to	15	

percent. 
•	 Clean	the	coils	around	your	electric	baseboard	heater	to	maintain	maximum	

efficiency.
•	 Caulk	and	weather-strip	around	windows	and	doors	to	prevent	heat	from	

escaping to the outdoors. 

No matter what the climate or time of year, proper use of a programmable thermostat 
can save you 10 percent on your monthly utility bill.  

Shine the light on savings.
Take a fresh look at the lighting in your home. If you still use incandescent lighting, 
your light bulbs are operating at only 25 percent energy efficiency. Replacing your 
home’s	five	most	frequently	used	bulbs	with	Energy	Star®-certified	LEDs	can	save	
you	$75	per	year.	Another	easy	way	to	save	is	to	always	turn	lights	off	in	rooms	that	
are not being used. 
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Water heating efficiency
Just as it is energy-wise to insulate 
your roof, wall or floor, it also pays to 
wrap your hot water heater with an 
insulating blanket. This is all the more 
critical if you have an older unit.  Make 
sure to follow the manufacturer’s 
instructions.	For	additional	efficiency	
and	savings,	insulate	exposed	hot	
water lines and drain one to two 
gallons of water from the bottom 
of your tank annually to prevent 
sediment build-up. 

Put cash back in your wallet.
If your refrigerator was purchased 
before 2001, chances are it uses 
40 percent more energy than a 
new Energy Star model. If you are 
considering an appliance update, a 
new Energy Star refrigerator uses 
at least 15 percent less energy than 
non-qualified models and 20 percent 
less energy than required by current 
federal standards. 

Regardless of the age of your fridge, 
there are additional steps you can 
take	to	save	energy	and	money.	For	
example,	don’t	keep	your	refrigerator	
too	cold.	The	Department	of	Energy	
recommends temperatures of 35 – 
38	degrees	Fahrenheit	for	the	fresh	
food compartment and 0 degrees 
Fahrenheit	for	separate	freezers	(used	
for long-term storage). 

By understanding how your home uses 
energy, you can determine the best 
ways to modify energy use and keep 
more money in your wallet. 

For	additional	ways	to	save,	go	online	
and visit TogetherWeSave.com. Start 
using less today!

Top Five Energy Users in Your Home
A starting point for savings

Sam HouSton electric cooperative
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Sam HouSton electric cooperative

Did you know 
that 90 percent 
of the energy 
used to operate a 
washing machine 
comes from 
using hot water? 
A simple switch 
from hot to cold 

can save a great deal of energy! Also, 
consider air drying or even line drying to 
save even more household energy.

The Co-op 
Connections 
Card is a member 
benefit program 
that delivers 

discounts from participating businesses, 
both local and nationwide. Visit  
www.connections.coop for more deals.

Graphic Design Group 
414 Oak Hill Drive
Conroe, TX 77304 
936-760-3355 
www.graphicdesigngroup.net
Hours: M-F, 9-5  
Offer: 5% discount (before sales tax) 
off all design services. 

Guardian Chimney Sweep, LLC 
9836 Finch Court
Conroe, TX 77385 
936-271-9781 
www.guardianchimneysweep.net
Hours: M-Sat, 8-5
Offer: $25 cleaning and inspection of 
chimney. 

HBI Office Solutions, Inc. 
308 Hwy 75 North 
Huntsville, TX 77320 
800-871-5183
www.hbi-inc.com 
Hours: M-F, 8-5
Offer: 10% off all orders. 

Co-op Connections Deals

Conservation Corner

Sam Houston Electric Cooperative will 
soon introduce “pay as you go” electricity. 
With your new myPowerUsage meter, 
you will have the option to sign up for 

myPrePay. There’s no difference in the 
service you’ll receive—just in HOW and 
WHEN you pay for it. When you sign up, 
you pay as often and as much as you’d like. 
You’re in control of your budget, your 
usage and your payments. 

myPrePay will offer Sam Houston 
EC members electric service without 
deposits and reconnect fees. There will 
be a nominal monthly fee of $5 added 
to your myPrePay account—just like 
many pre-pay programs. Each payment 
transaction must be a minimum of 
$10. And best of all, there’s no deposit 
required for myPrePay accounts. 

To learn more, give a member service 
representative a call at 1-800-458-0381.

myPrePay Coming Soon for Members

my
Pre

Pay

The system-wide upgrade of more 
than 70,000 Sam Houston Electric 
Cooperative meters was completed in 
early 2016. Cooperative members can 
enjoy a host of services and benefits 
through their new myPowerUsage meter. 

First, manage your account 
online when you register for your 
mySamHouston account. Get access 
to your monthly statements and your 
myPowerUsage portal. 

From there, you can set up usage and 
payment alerts. With myPowerUsage, 
you can also monitor your own energy 
consumption via smartphone or 
computer. By analyzing your energy 

usage, you will have the power to reduce 
your energy consumption and lower 
your monthly bills.

The new meters work similarly to the 
previous meters on members’ homes and 
businesses. For many years, meters have 
transmitted readings to a computer in a 
vehicle as it drives by each month. The 
new meters instead send those readings 
directly to the Cooperative via encrypted 
radio communication.

This system will not only provide 
immediate benefits to every member, 
but it will also help to ensure the long-
term financial and operational fitness 
of the Cooperative. The new metering 
technology will help us better plan for 
future growth and energy needs. Fewer 
Cooperative trucks on the road will also 
allow the Cooperative to cut costs and 
reduce our carbon footprint.

To learn more, visit our website at 
www.samhouston.net. Click on “Member 
Services” and “myPowerUsage.”

Energy Savings with myPowerUsage
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LoCaL Co-op news

Every day, Sam Houston Electric 
Cooperative is hard at work to 
make sure all of our members have 
the electric power they need at the 
best possible price. And behind 
the scenes, we are working with a 
network of cooperatives to make 
that happen. 

Sam Houston EC is part of East Texas Electric Cooperative, which includes nine other 
electric distribution cooperatives. Together, we have made it possible for thousands 
of residents and businesses to take advantage of the lowest-cost, most reliable energy 
available in East Texas. We invest in modern, efficient facilities and ensure they meet 
current environmental standards, and continue to pursue innovations that will allow for 
the integration of renewable energy sources while preserving affordability and reliability.

It takes a lot of money to run an electric co-op, so when we need to borrow capital, we 
turn to CoBank—a co-op itself, owned by electric co-ops throughout the country. 

We’re also a member of Touchstone Energy, a nationwide alliance of 750 local, consumer-
owned electric cooperatives. Our participation allows us access to a wealth of informational 
materials. It also allows us to benchmark our performance in comparison with other co-ops 
so that we can learn from others as we constantly strive to serve you better. 

We’re also part of the Cooperative Response Center, which allows us to answer your 
calls 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. 

So, while you are a member of one electric co-op, you are actually connected to many 
other co-ops. And being connected to this cooperative network ensures your needs 
are met in the most efficient and cooperative way possible. 

Get to Know Your Co-op Network

Each year, Sam Houston Electric Cooperative 
employees donate to the Empty Stocking 
Program, which helps low-income families 
provide Christmas gifts for their children.

Employees planned to sponsor one family, but their 
generous donations totaling more than $1,000 made 
it possible to sponsor a second family—both being 
members of the Co-op. In addition to presents, each 
family received gift cards for groceries.

Founded in 1998, the Empty Stocking program 
is sponsored by the Livingston Interagency 
Council—a network of social service agencies 
that provide various forms of assistance 
throughout Polk County.

Empty Stocking Helps Co-op Families

Use caution while burning. 

Before you burn fields, ditches 
or even that old pile of brush, 
make sure you’re a safe distance 
away from Sam Houston Electric 
Cooperative’s equipment. 

Fire can damage enclosures 
protecting underground cable 
and burn utility poles. If you plan 
to burn, look around first and stay 
clear of any potential hazards. 

www.samhouston.net
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THe handful of African-American alumni, all in their 80s, 
climb the seven steps slowly to reach the front door of the 
Columbia Rosenwald School. Coming back to this cherished 
place of education, located in a city park in West Columbia, 
Texas, reminds them of lessons learned during childhood. As 
youngsters during the 1930s, they bounded up the stairway, 
eager to get the education their parents and grandparents never 
had. Now they look back with gratitude to the little country 
school that gave them hope for the future.

“Our forefathers didn’t have much of any schooling, so they tried every way they could 
to	get	us	an	education,”	explains	alum	Edward	Wilkes.	“We	kids	knew	how	poor	our	
parents were and how we’d need an education to get ahead in this world.” 

And get ahead, they did. They were among a 
whole generation of African-Americans, in 
fact, who earned an education at some 5,300 
Rosenwald Schools built in the South from 
1912	 to	 1932.	 That	 includes	 527	 in	 Texas,	
mostly	in	Central	and	East	Texas.	Born	out	
of a pilot project of famed black educator 
Booker T. Washington, the schools were 
named for Julius Rosenwald, president of 
Sears,	Roebuck	&	Company,	whose	wealth	
helped construct the schools in segregated 
African-American communities. Beginning 
in the 1950s, school consolidation, out-
migration of blacks from the South, and 
school desegregation left most Rosenwald 

Story and Photos
By Randy Mallory

[pHoto] Columbia Rosenwald School, constructed in 1921 as one 
of 500-plus schools built to promote education among african-

american communities in texas. Courtesy Fisk university. [pHotoS, 
opposite] Booker t. Washington (left) and Julius Rosenwald.
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Schools unneeded and abandoned or demolished. In 2002 the 
National Trust for Historic Preservation declared the schools an 
endangered historic treasure, with as few as 15 percent of original 
buildings still standing.

FrOm HaY TO HISTOrICaL TreaSure
Finding	 and	 restoring	 the	 Columbia	 Rosenwald	 School	 in	
Brazoria	County	was	no	easy	task,	explains	Naomi	Smith,	board	
vice	 president	 of	 the	 Columbia	 Historical	 Museum	 in	 West	
Columbia,	 which	 spearheaded	 the	 eff	ort.	 In	 the	 early	 1990s,	
just as the museum was getting off  the ground, a black educator 
named Morris Richardson stopped by 
the new museum, housed in a 1950s bank 
building, with some important news. Morris 
interrupted a planning session between his 
wife, Lois, and museum founder, Emma 
Womack.	“Do	y’all	know	there’s	a	Rosenwald	
School sitting out in a fi eld a few miles away?” 
he asked. 

Morris had taught at a Rosenwald School 
in	 Central	 Texas,	 so	 he	 recognized	 the	
structure’s characteristic design, even 
though the former school was now 
used	 to	 store	 hay.	 Volunteers	 from	 the	
fl edgling museum educated themselves about the historical 
signifi	cance	 of	 Rosenwald	 Schools.	 During	 the	 next	 decade,	
they methodically enlisted the help of local offi  cials, corporate 
sponsors, foundations, and even the National Trust for Historic 
Places to purchase, relocate, and restore the iconic schoolhouse. 

Rededicated	in	2009,	the	West	Columbia	school	 is	one	of	only	
39	Rosenwald	Schools	currently	identifi	ed	in	Texas,	and	one	of	
the few regularly open to the public. The school sits on fi ve-foot-
high	piers,	just	as	it	did	when	originally	built	at	East	Columbia	
to	avoid	fl	ooding	of	the	nearby	Brazos	River.	Visitors	now	climb	
the	schoolhouse	stairs	(a	ramp	also	off	ers	handicapped	access)	
to	 experience	 education	 from	 another	 era—complete	 with	
period	 student	 desks,	 wall-sized	 blackboards,	 wood-burning	
heater, and an original teacher’s swivel chair. Area students tour 
the	school	as	part	of	their	Texas	history	curriculum.	

Measuring 22 by 30 feet, the whitewashed, wood-frame 
Columbia	 Rosenwald	 School	 features	 a	 vestibule	 inside	 the	
front door, fl anked by two small cloakrooms. Pine fl ooring 
stretches across the large classroom to a partition with sliding 
blackboards that walls off  a narrow backroom once used for 
home economics and lunch preparation. The structure looks 
much as it did when built in 1921 as a one-teacher, one-room 
schoolhouse	 for	30	or	 so	 students	 in	 grades	 1-7.	The	 two-acre	
grounds sported an outhouse; without running water, there was 
no indoor bathroom.  A neighboring school closed in the early 
1940s,	and	enrollment	jumped	to	60	or	more.	A	second	teacher	
was hired, and the single classroom was divided by a partition to 
allow lower grades on one side and upper grades on the other. 

Leroy	Diggs,	now	86,	recalls	walking	to	school	every	day	of	the	
seven	years	he	attended	the	Columbia	Rosenwald	School.	

“After a heavy rain, the river would rise and we’d sometimes miss 
school	because	of	fl	ooding,”	Diggs	says.	Once	there,	however,	the	
school was a haven. “It was nicer than our houses,” he adds. “The 
wood-burning stove kept us warm in winter. We didn’t have 
electricity anywhere around, but the big schoolhouse windows 
and the kerosene lamps gave us plenty of light to study by.” 

Many students missed school not from fl ooding but from cotton 
picking. “When it was time to pick cotton, we’d miss going to 
school because we had to work in the cotton fi elds to help out 
our	families,”	says	alum	Dorothy	McKinney.	

Curriculum	 covered	 the	 basics—reading,	 writing,	 arithmetic,	
plus some science and history. Edward Wilkes remembers 
beginning	school	at	8	a.m.	with	a	devotion—a	song	and	a	prayer—
led by a student. 

“Our teacher was Mrs. Leona Washington. She was also the 
principal. And she really wanted us to study hard,” Wilkes notes. 
“I’ll never forget her whipping around in her swivel chair to write 
something on the blackboard about what we were studying.” 

A recess period in mid-morning and mid-afternoon let students 
romp on the playground or play games. 

“We	had	a	bat	for	playing	baseball,”	Wilkes	explains,	“but	we	had	
to make our own ball out of string.” 

Bare dirt proved an adequate surface for the two-goal basketball 
court where boys and girls played together. Recess ended when 

[pHoto] Columbia Rosenwald School, constructed in 1921 as one 
of 500-plus schools built to promote education among african-

american communities in texas. Courtesy Fisk university. [pHotoS, 
opposite] Booker t. Washington (left) and Julius Rosenwald.
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Courtesy Jasper County HistoriCal Commission
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the teacher loudly rang a brass bell, and students lined up to 
orderly	 return	 to	 class.	Each	 student	 had	 a	 textbook,	 recalls	
alum	Tenola	Franklin,	but	they	were	worn-out	books	handed	
down from the local white school. 

“We had to take sandpaper and clean up those books before 
we	could	use	them,”	Franklin	says.	But,	adds	her	sister,	Idell	J.	
Amboree, “Our teachers made sure we had a good foundation to 
move on in life.”

FrOm eDuCaTIOn TO SeLF-HeLp
The	 Columbia	 Rosenwald	 School	 consolidated	 with	 the	 West	
Columbia	 district	 after	 the	 1948-49	 academic	 year,	 and	 the	
building ended up as hay storage for a rancher. Breathing life 
back into the school was a big job for history-minded black and 
white volunteers. But getting the Rosenwald School program 
off the ground in the 1910s was a monumental task, coming at a 
pivotal moment in African-American history. 

The first two decades of the 20th century boasted rapid 
economic growth and progressive attitudes, but also continued 
segregation	for	African	Americans.	In	that	environment,	Chicago	
businessman Julius Rosenwald became one of the nation’s 
wealthiest people. The son of German-Jewish immigrants, he 
wanted to fight poverty and discrimination however he could. 
Well-known educator and former slave, Booker T. Washington, 
asked Rosenwald for help in 1912, and the retail magnate agreed. 

Washington was the influential president of the Tuskegee 
Institute, an Alabama teachers college, who saw education and 
self-help as the key to African-American progress. Rosenwald 
and Washington launched a successful school building 
experiment	 in	 rural	 Alabama.	 Washington	 died	 three	 years	
later,	 but	 Rosenwald	 expanded	 the	 school-building	 program	
across the segregated South.

To qualify for a Rosenwald School, communities had to follow 
certain guidelines. Rosenwald provided matching grants of 
up to 20 percent of the school’s cost. Blacks in the community 
contributed a similar amount, sometimes taken in land and 
labor,	and	the	local	tax	funds	paid	the	rest.	The	school	district	
had to take ownership of the new school and commit to 

maintaining it, as well as guaranteeing a school term of at least 
five months. Rosenwald paid teachers’ salaries, often at a higher 
rate than typical for African-American teachers of the day. 

Each school had to follow one of several approved Rosenwald 
construction plans, which came with drawings and materials 
lists. Both one- and two-room schools were laid out as 
rectangles with the short ends facing north and south. Large 
banks of windows filled the east wall, while smaller windows 
sat	high	on	the	west	wall.	That	configuration	allowed	maximum	
light and ventilation and minimum heat gain in the era before 
rural electrification. 

In some communities Rosenwald also helped build teacher 
residences, plus vocational buildings where agricultural and 
trades programs for boys and home economics for girls helped 
students	 prepare	 for	 employment.	 Near	 Seguin	 in	 Central	
Texas,	the	Sweet	Home	Vocational	and	Agricultural	High	School	
operated	from	1924	to	1962	training	students	for	industrial	and	
agricultural jobs. It even boasted dormitories for students from 
surrounding areas to stay during the school week. Today the 
large schoolhouse remains a community center. 

From	the	beginning,	both	Rosenwald	and	Washington	wanted	
their new schools to serve as centers for community life. That 
was true at the time, as Rosenwald Schools hosted community-
wide gatherings such as plays and educational programs, 
graduation services, picnics, and even church services. And it 
remains	true	at	many	existing	Rosenwald	Schools.		

Near	 the	northeast	Texas	 town	of	Linden	 in	Cass	County,	 the	
two-teacher Pleasant Hill School served students from 1925 to 
1964	and	continues	to	serve	as	a	community	center	where	local	
women gather each week for quilting. The largest Rosenwald 
School	in	Texas	when	completed	in	1929	is	also	a	neighborhood	
multipurpose	center.	Located	in	the	Robertson	County	town	of	
Calvert,	the	sprawling	red	brick	building	features	an	auditorium	
and stage and served as a local elementary school until 2010.

By the time he died in 1932, Julius Rosenwald had contributed 
more	than	$4.3	million	(a	huge	sum	in	the	Depression),	and	local	
communities	contributed	more	than	$4.7	million	to	construct	
schools in segregated African-American communities. 

“The legacy was laid by blacks and whites working together 
for	 a	 better	 future,”	 explains	 Naomi	 Smith	 of	 the	 Columbia	
Historical Museum. “And that’s the way we were able to save our 
Rosenwald School for future generations to enjoy. This school 
is an important part of history for all of us here, whether black 
or white.”

Only	a	handful	of	Columbia	Rosenwald	School	alumni	remain.	
And only with the restoration of their childhood school did they 
learn the story of how a Jewish immigrant and a former slave 
joined	hands	to	improve	their	education.	Explains	alum	Tenola	
Franklin:	“It	has	made	us	feel	important	to	know	that	someone	
felt that we poor people deserved something like this.”

[pHoto 1] the Erin School, a school for white students in Jasper 
County, texas, was built on the Rosenwald plan with large 
windows on the east side and small windows on the west. 

[pHoto 2] an original teacher’s swivel chair in the Columbia 
Rosenwald School. the building was restored in 2009 and 
opened to the public as a project of Columbia Historical 
museum, where it is located. 

[pHoto 3] Students of Columbia Rosenwald School at the 
original location in East Columbia. 

[pHoto 4] Rosenwald alum (seated, left to right) Dorothy 
mcKinney, Edward Wilkes, and sisters Idell J. amboree and 
tenola Franklin, along with the Columbia Historical museum’s 
naomi Smith.

[pHoto 5] the interior of the school as it would have 
appeared in the late 1920s, including period school desks and 
the original teacher’s swivel chair.
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