
I’m KeepIng 
A Close WAtCh.   

“My number one priority is keeping a close watch on my eggs. I always feel safe 

from danger when I’m perched high above in the ‘silver trees’ inside the Cooperative’s 

substation. Best of all, there are never any predators in sight.”

www.samhouston.net | 800-458-0381
Facebook.com/SamHoustonEC | @ SamHoustonEC

When it comes to being good stewards of our environment, we believe that includes protecting 
the critters that share East Texas with us. At Sam Houston Electric Cooperative, we take 
proactive measures to keep animals safe from electrical hazards. And by protecting our furry 
and feathered friends, we’re also providing more reliable service for you, our members.



It started as a simple idea 27 years ago at one co-op in South Carolina. Just round up 
the co-op member’s electric bill to the next dollar, and then use it to do good work 
in your community. Today, hundreds of electric co-ops throughout the country, 
including Sam Houston Electric Cooperative, use this idea to help members and 
organizations close to home.

All co-ops adhere to the seven cooperative principles, including “Concern for 
Community.” The Operation Round Up program is the perfect embodiment of this 
core principle. The average co-op member donates $6 per year. This may not seem 
like a large amount, but when combined with 53,000 Sam Houston EC members, it 
adds up to make a significant impact.

Each co-op decides how they want to operate the program, and the vast majority 
is governed by a board of volunteers that is different from the board of directors 
for the electric co-op. This ensures that the decisions are made in the best 
interest of the community. The Sam Houston Electric Cooperative Charitable 
Foundation oversees the Co-op’s Operation Round Up program and distributes 
collected funds to organizations dedicated to improving the lives of our members 
across our service territory.

More than 1,500 Sam Houston EC members are already participating in this powerful 
opportunity to demonstrate the cooperative spirit. The program is always voluntary, 
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and at any time, members can change 
their minds about participating. Once 
folks see the good work the program 
does in their community, they almost 
always keep contributing. 

Over the years, millions of dollars 
have been collected by co-ops across 
the country and distributed for a wide 
range of activities.  This can include 
assisting the local food pantry, or 
dozens of other humanitarian efforts 
that bring electric co-ops even closer 
to the communities we serve. 

While each co-op must respond to the 
needs of its members, one of the great 
attributes of co-ops across the country 
– and the world – is their willingness 
to share information about the 
programs that have been successful. 

Operation Round Up is a perfect 
example of that cooperative spirit.
Sam Houston EC is pleased to offer 
Operation Round Up. And your 
participation is vital to the program’s 
success. We’re dedicated to improving 
the lives of our members and our 
community. You can join Sam Houston 
EC’s Operation Round Up by visiting 
our website, www.samhouston.net, or 
by giving us a call at 1-800-458-0381.

Join Operation Round Up

The Power of Operation Round Up
Cooperative Spirit in Action

Sam HouSton electric cooperative



www.samhouston.net20   Texas Co-op Power   Sam HouSton EC   January 2016

Sam HouSton electric cooperative

In some cases, 
small space 
heaters can be 
less expensive 
to use if you 
only want to 
heat one room 
or supplement 
inadequate 

heating in one room. However, space 
heaters are not intended for extended 
use or to replace whole-home heating. 

The Co-op 
Connections 
Card is a member 
benefit program 
that delivers 

discounts from participating businesses, 
both local and nationwide. Visit  
www.connections.coop for more deals.

Feren & Company 
221 Rainbow Drive, #12169 
Livingston, TX 77399 
www.ferenandcompany.com
Hours: M-F, 8-6
Offer: Last bracket (end quantity) 
pricing on all Norwood or Bic Graphic 
promotional products. 

Floor Care & Interior 
6738 US Hwy 190 E
Livingston, TX 77351 
936-563-4954  
http://floorcareinterior.com 
Hours: M-F, 8-5; Onalaska Store, 1/2 
day on Sat. 
Offer: 10% discount on material. Same 
discount offer applies to the Onalaska 
store.

From Our Heart to Yours 
15283 Holly Lane
Conroe, TX 77303 
936-264-2918 
Hours: M-F, 9-5  
Offer: 10% discount 

Co-op Connections Deals

Conservation Corner

If you know a graduating high school 
senior, don’t let them miss the deadline 
for the Sam Houston Electric Cooperative  
2015-2016 scholarship applications. High 
school seniors, including public, private, 
parochial and home school, whose 

parents or legal guardians are active 
members of Sam Houston EC may 
apply. Applications are available online 
at www.samhouston.net, or at any one 
of the Co-op’s office locations. 

Students may also visit their high school 
counselor for an application. 

Completed applications must be 
received by Sam Houston EC no later 
than Feb. 1, 2016, to be considered. 

Both $3,000 and $1,500 vocational 
scholarships will be awarded in May 2016.

Scholarship Deadline Feb. 1

Winter weather 
is here, and frigid 
temperatures 
cause heating 
systems to work 
overtime. Since 
heating and 
cooling can make 
up nearly half of 

your electric bill, you may experience 
sticker shock when you open your bill. 
Instead of waiting until after a high bill is 
in your mailbox, be proactive. There are 
things you can do now to help manage 
your energy use and spend less.

Beware of Inefficient Heating
•	 Multiple space heaters
•	 Using incandescent lamps to heat 

plants or small animals

Inexpensive Weatherization Steps
•	 Caulk around drafty windows and 

doors; add weatherstripping
•	 Block drafty gaps under doors; keep 

the fireplace damper closed when 
not in use.

Using these tips can help you manage 
your energy use. For more tips, go online 
and visit energy.gov.

Tips for Cold Weather Energy Savings

All Sam Houston Electric Cooperative 
offices will be closed Monday, Jan. 18, 
2016, for Martin Luther King Jr. Day and 
an all-employee training workshop.

As always, resources will be in place and 
crews will be on call to respond to any 
power outages while Sam Houston EC 
offices are closed. Our automated phone 
system and online services will still be 
available 24 hours a day.

Co-op Offices Closed Jan. 18
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LoCaL Co-op news

When winter temperatures drop and 
storms hit, it can be challenging to stay 
safe and warm. Winter storm severity 
varies depending on where you live, but 
nearly all Americans are affected by 
extreme winter storms at some point. 
Sam Houston Electric Cooperative 
cares about your safety, and we want 
you to be prepared. 

Heavy ice and even snow can lead to 
downed power lines, leaving Co-op members without power. During extremely low 
temperatures, this can be dangerous. During a power outage, our crews will continue 
to work as quickly and safely as possible to restore power, but there are a few things 
you can do to prepare yourself. 

•	 Stay warm – Plan to use a safe alternate heating source, such as a fireplace or 
wood-burning stove during a power outage. These are great options to keep you 
and your loved ones warm, but exercise caution when using, and never leave the 
heating source unattended. If you are using gasoline-, propane- or natural gas-
burning devices to stay warm, never use them indoors. Remember that fuel- and 
wood-burning sources of heat should always be properly ventilated. Always read 
the manufacturer’s directions before using.

•	 Stay fed – The CDC recommends storing several days’ supply of food that does 
not need to be cooked. Five gallons of water per person should also be available 
in the event of an extended power outage. 

•	 Stay safe – It is best not to travel during winter storms, but if you must, bring a 
survival kit along, and do not travel alone. If you encounter downed lines, always 
assume they are live. Stay as far away from the downed lines as possible, and 
report the situation by calling 1-888-444-1207.

Be Prepared for Winter Storms

Long-time Sam Houston Electric Cooperative 
Board of Director Truitt Thomson retired from 
the Co-op’s Board of Directors in December. 

Thomson was first elected to the Board of 
Directors in 1985, representing San Jacinto 
County. He served as the Board’s  president 
for 20 years until 2013. He also served on the 
board of East Texas Electric Cooperative, the 
generation and transmission provider for the 10 
electric distribution cooperatives in East Texas.

“We appreciate Mr. Thomson’s dedication to 
serving the membership of Sam Houston Electric 
Cooperative,” said Kyle J. Kuntz, Sam Houston 
Electric Cooperative CEO.

Thomson Retires from Co-op Board 

Think
Safety.
Help Us Work Safely by 
Avoiding Distractions 

When line technicians are working 
to restore power, distractions can be 
dangerous. Please help us work safely by 
staying a safe distance away from bucket 
trucks, digger trucks and other service 
vehicles, so line technicians can focus on 
their work. If you have any questions, you 
can call us directly at 1-800-458-0381.

Safety DoeSn’t Stop Here.
At Sam Houston Electric Cooperative, 
we believe one of our most important 
roles in the community is to educate our 
members and neighbors about what to 
do in order to stay safe around electric 
power. Visit www.samhouston.net and 
click on “Safety Sense.”
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    or many of us, the city of Alvin 
is connected to two reigns, both 

involving its most famous son, Nolan 
Ryan. During his 27-year pitching 
career in major-league baseball, Ryan 
was a flame-throwing right-hander 
who was still hurling the ball more than 
100 mph into his 40s. Ryan holds the 
records for career strikeouts (5,714) 
and no-hitters (7), and his feats still 
invariably eclipse Alvin’s third reign—a 
record-breaking rain.

In late July 1979, Tropical Storm 
Claudette made landfall in Texas and 
dumped a U.S.-record 43 inches of rain 
on Alvin in a 24-hour period, according to 
the National Weather Service. More than 
6,000 residents of the Brazoria County 
town were forced to leave their homes, 
and half of them had to be rescued.

It rained most of the day July 25, but 
around 9 p.m., the downpour became 
a bona fide deluge, the force of the 
precipitation like water streaming out 
of a water hose nozzle set on “jet.” As 
the rainfall intensified, Alvin resident 
Richard Klapper remembers, he and 
his family noticed a few leaks. They put 
down containers and brought in their 
dogs. The Klappers considered the rain 
heavy, but they had experienced heavy 
rain before.

They had no sense of what was to come, 
but their dogs must have. When the 
Klappers turned in for the evening, the 
dogs hid under their bed. At around 2 
a.m., one of the dogs jumped up on the 

bed and woke Richard. He nudged it 
back down to the floor, but it didn’t land 
with the patter of paws; it landed with a 
splash. Richard turned on his bedside 
lamp and realized their entire bedroom 
was flooded.

Richard assumed a pipe had burst in the 
house but quickly realized his mistake. 
The water on his floor was about 10 
inches deep and approaching the height 

of his electrical outlets, so he made his 
way to his electrical panel and shut off the 
main breaker. As the water level in the 
house rose, the Klapper family climbed 
out a window. “It came down in buckets,” 
Richard Klapper says, “and we had no 
idea how high it would rise.”

The Klappers took their pets and made 
their way down the street to the two-story 
residence of neighbors. The neighbors 
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John Nielsen-Gammon, the state 
climatologist and professor of 
atmospheric sciences at Texas 
A&M University, explains localized 
rain showers in Texas:
 
“Texas is in a good place to receive 
exceptionally heavy rain. The 
high terrain to its west focuses 
the moisture, helping to channel 
moist air from the tropical Atlantic 
northward and intensify its 
velocity. If the moist air is unstable 
and is forced to rise, it can release 
its moisture quickly.
 
“Most often, the rainfall is 
distributed over a wide area. If, 
by some quirk, the combined 
motion of the weather system, the 
thunderstorms and the cool outflow 
produced by the thunderstorms 
happen to all cancel out, a single 
location can effectively get one 
storm after another, and rainfall 
can accumulate at the rate of several 
inches an hour until something in 
the atmosphere changes.
 
“This is not unique to Texas, but 
because Texas frequently receives 
an ample supply of deep tropical 
moisture, it has more opportunities 
for exceptional rainfall than other 
states along the Gulf Coast. States 
farther inland can receive lots of 
moisture, too, but they generally 
lack the focusing mechanism of 
high terrain to the west.
 
“It’s a lot like watering your garden. 
In most states, the person holding 
the hose waves it back and forth, 
distributing the water over a wide 
area. In Texas, sometimes the 
person holding the hose doesn’t 
move, and a single small area 
receives all the water.”

sheltered the Klappers and another 
family on the second floor of their home. 
They watched recovery efforts from the 
house’s balcony.

The flood conditions lasted for several 
days. Many residents with one-story 
homes fled to their attics or took shelter 
in schools and businesses on higher 
ground. The National Guard was called in 
and worked around the clock with other 

emergency personnel, some logging as 
many as 57 hours straight.

The floodwaters were so high in some 
places that roadways were hidden 
and workers had to stand in moving 
currents to demarcate streets for 
emergency vehicles. In one instance, a 
2 ½-ton truck washed away, scattering 
the human pylons and truck crew. 
The workers survived, but the truck 
disappeared in the torrent and wasn’t 
recovered for days.

Jim Siptak was away on his honeymoon 
when Alvin flooded, and he heard 
the news from his mother-in-law. 
“When we got back, there was still a 
foot and a half of water in our house,” 
Siptak says, “but our neighbors had 
removed the furniture and rugs and 
everything. We had all the Sheetrock 
removed from our house from one end 
to the other because the water got into 
the insulation. It was a trying time, 
especially after a honeymoon.”

Tropical Storm Claudette caused one 
death in Texas, according to the Houston 
Chronicle. Residents of Alvin, including 
the Klappers and Siptaks, slowly dried 
out, unaware that the flooding rain would 
begin a long reign. The U.S. record for 
the largest rainfall amount in a 24-hour 
period—43 inches in Alvin, July 25–26, 
1979—has stood for 36 years. The world 
record for the largest rainfall amount 
in a 24-hour period is 72 inches on La 
Reunion Island (east of Madagascar), 
January 7–8, 1966.

In one day, the folks in Alvin received 
more rainfall than Austin, Dallas or 
San Antonio receives on average for 
an entire year and more than El Paso 
or Presidio usually collects in four 
years. The national record that Alvin 
broke belonged to another Texas town, 
according to Texas A&M University’s 
John W. Nielsen-Gammon, the state 
climatologist. “Texas holds the record 
for the second-place rainfall event, 
as well,” Nielsen-Gammon says. “In 
September of 1921, the town of Thrall 
recorded 38.2 inches of rain in a 24-
hour period.”
E.R. Bills is a wRitER fRom alEdo.
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ewly mechanized tractors were supposed to be 
great labor savers, so farmer Leslie Hart was 

surprised when his plow struck something so massive and hard 
it spun his tractor completely around. It turned out that he had 
run aground on a fossilized tree. Able to dig deeper than ever 
before, farmers in rural Somervell County began uncovering a 
bounty of petrified trees beginning in the 1920s.

Glen Rose residents 
found the wood in 
magnificent abundance. 
“Petrified wood was 
strewn all around the 
county,” resident Lynn 
Lane remembered. The wood was gathered up and hauled into 
town, where local stonemasons had a field day.

Inspired by rustic designs developing in national parks, the 
masons created cottages, gas stations, restaurants, walls, flower 
beds, fountains and gateposts of petrified wood—more than 65 
examples in all—during the 1920s and ’30s. More than 45 of them 
remain standing today in Glen Rose to be admired by builders, 
geologists, fossil hunters and appreciative Texans. Craftsmen 
often combined the wood with other fossils like ammonites, 
quartz and translucent isinglass for startling effect.

In a 1929 Dallas Morning News article, William Cochran 
reported that building with petrified wood was “sweeping over 
Glen Rose … Every new building is incorporating some of this 
‘wood’ from the nearby petrified forests into its walls or fences. 
Every owner of a house needing repairs is lying awake at night  

studying out how he may most attractively weave some stone 
logs or chunks or stump or chips or splinters into its walls and 
make it distinctively Glen Rosian.”

During the height of Glen Rose’s prehistoric stone building frenzy, 
mason Gran Norman constructed Lane’s Garage downtown. 
He adorned its walls with heavy petrified logs laid in diagonal 

patterns and scattered 
pieces of sparkling 
translucent white quartz 
among the stone.

Locals found the glinting 
white quartz, also known 

as isinglass, embedded in knotholes within pieces of petrified 
wood and imagined that “some prehistoric giant had hurled 
them at the tree … and they had stuck in the trunks and been 
caught there,” Cochran wrote.

The Snyder House, a bungalow built with Craftsman-style 
architecture in 1929, used whole petrified wood logs as columns 
to support its front porch.

A most eye-catching prehistoric relic still decorates the bandstand, 
which members of the Glen Rose Community Band built on the 
lawn of the county courthouse in 1933. Amid chunks of petrified 
wood, musicians proudly embedded the track of a three-toed 
carnivorous dinosaur along the base of the bandstand’s south wall.

Because most petrified wood is quartz, which ranks high on the 
mineral hardness scale, masons in Glen Rose sought creative 

Petrified wood treasures and dinosaur tracks 
create a paradise of geology

By Mary G. Saltarelli



ways to utilize whole 
pieces. Norman crafted a 
rustic, ragged cornice of 
vertical slabs of petrified 
wood atop the walls 
of Sycamore Grove, a 
speakeasy and gas station 
built in the late 1920s. 
Texas Co-op Power 
featured a photograph 
of the now abandoned 
and dilapidated historic 
filling station in its 
October 2008 issue.

Building with fossils 
allowed residents to 
express Glen Rose’s 
emerging early 20th-
century identity as a 
“Paradise of Geology.” 
Local awareness of 
the town’s prehistoric 
past began in 1909 
when teenager George 
Adams stumbled upon 
mysterious, monstrous 
tracks embedded 
in limestone along 
Wheeler Branch of the 
Paluxy River. Southern 
Methodist University 
geologist Ellis Shuler 
identified the tracks as 
those of a dinosaur and 
published his findings 
in 1917 in the American 
Journal of Science.

But Glen Rose’s rich 
geological resources 
brought tourists to this village nestled along the scenic Paluxy 
River years before the dinosaur track discovery. The area’s 
pungent sulfur water began attracting health seekers as early 
as 1882.

By the 1920s, the chamber of commerce touted Glen Rose as the 
“Petrified City” and “one of the oldest resorts in the Southwest,” 
because “Even Dinosaurs Chose It as a Vacation Spot.”

The trend of building with petrified wood began in Glen Rose 
in 1927 and quickly diffused throughout North Central Texas 
and beyond. In Decatur, which is about 95 miles north of 
Glen Rose, the owner of a tourist camp gave his cottages and 
service station facelifts with petrified-wood exteriors in 1935. 
The Decatur tourist camp and its unusual petrified wood 
buildings became a popular Texas travel destination from the 

late 1930s through the 
1950s. Although closed, 
it still is visible at 900 
U.S. Business S. 81/287. 
But there is life here: 
The old Texaco station 
has been converted to 
an office, and travelers 
can grab a bite at the 
Whistlestop Cafe.

Petrified wood can 
be found all over 
the country. In fact, 
petrified palmwood is 
the Texas state stone—
even though it is actually 
a mineralized fossil.

Today in Glen Rose, 
as Sycamore Grove, 
the former speakeasy 
slowly deteriorates, local 
historians advocate for 
preservation of the area’s 
unique architectural 
heritage. That includes 
the quaint Tudor Revival 
houses made out of 
petrified wood that look 
like something Hansel 
and Gretel would occupy.

In 1992, owners 
demolished a petrified-
wood commercial 
building known as 
Nowlin’s Garage to build 
a parking lot downtown. 
At the time, Lane wrote 
an open letter to residents 

of Glen Rose, urging them to cherish their unique prehistoric 
buildings and sense of place.

“These petrified wood structures are irreplaceable works of art,” 
Lane wrote. “The materials they are made from are no longer 
available, and the artful masons who constructed them are dead. 
Once gone, we will never see them again.”

For information on Glen Rose, its prehistoric wonders and 
where to find petrified wood structures, contact the Glen Rose 
Convention and Visitors Bureau at 1-888-346-6282 or visit 
www.glenrosetexas.net.
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maRy G. saltaRElli is a histoRic pREsERvation consultant in GRanBuRy. shE 
is cuRREntly woRkinG on a Book aBout pEtRifiEd wood-Built REsouRcEs in 
tExas and REquEsts that REadERs notify hER REGaRdinG locations of othER 
pEtRifiEd wood BuildinGs at maRyEstEllEGott@sBcGloBal.nEt.


