
In with 
the New

If you are replacing your appliances, be sure to look for 
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electricity to accomplish the same job as your old appliance. 
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The month of July is a favorite for many people. It’s the middle of summer, the 
kids are out of school and of course, we celebrate Independence Day! Typically 
on the Fourth, we celebrate our nation’s independence with grilled hamburgers 
and hot dogs, homemade ice cream and other sweet treats, and last but not 
least, fireworks. This is a time for fellowship with family and friends, but at 
Sam Houston Electric Cooperative, we also want to make sure our members 
focus on safety.

To ensure you have the best Fourth of July possible, we would like to remind you 
about a few important safety tips from The American Red Cross.

Nothing says “Fourth of July” like a spectacular fireworks display. The safest way to 
enjoy this part of the celebration is to head to a local fireworks show. But, if you want 
to put on your own show at home, be sure to follow these safety tips:

•	 Always	follow	the	instructions	on	fireworks’	packaging	and	never	give	
fireworks to small children.

•	 Keep	a	supply	of	water	close	by	as	a	precaution.
•	 Make	sure	to	wear	protective	eyewear	when	lighting	fireworks.
•	 Light	only	one	firework	at	a	time	and	never	attempt	to	relight	“a	dud.”	
•	 Store	fireworks	in	a	cool,	dry	place	away	from	children	and	pets.
•	 Never	throw	or	point	a	firework	toward	people,	animals,	vehicles,	structures	or	

flammable materials. 

Cookouts are a great way to bring folks together on the Fourth. Whether you are 
grilling in your backyard or at a community park, make sure your feast includes a 
generous portion of fun and a side helping of safety. We recommend the following 
safety tips: 
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•	 Supervise	your	grill	at	all	times.	
•	 Use	the	proper	tools	for	

cooking on a grill.
•	 Never	add	charcoal	starter	fluid	

when the coals have already 
been ignited.

•	 Always	follow	the	
manufacturer’s instructions 
when using grills.

Fireworks and cookouts wouldn’t be 
complete without a sunny day. Here’s 
hoping we have good weather, and if 
we do, make sure you are practicing 
sun safety:

•	 Use	a	broad	spectrum	SPF	
sunscreen and reapply often. 

•	 Protect	your	eyes	by	wearing	
sunglasses.

•	 Drink	plenty	of	water.
•	 Be	on	the	lookout	for	signs	

of heat stroke (hot red skin; 
changes in consciousness; 
rapid, weak pulse; rapid, 
shallow breathing). 

If you’re heading to the beach, make sure 
everyone knows how to swim in the surf 
and only swim at a lifeguarded beach, 
within the designated swimming area. 

The American Red Cross also 
recommends young children and 
inexperienced swimmers wear a Coast 
Guard-approved	life	jacket.	Keep	a	
close watch and constant attention on 
children and adults while at the beach. 
Wave action can cause someone to lose 
their footing, even in shallow water. 

Keep	alert	for	local	weather	
conditions. Check to see if any 
warning signs or flags are posted.

However you choose to celebrate, 
Sam Houston EC wishes you a safe 
and Happy Fourth of July!  

Independence Day Safety 
Plan for a safe and happy holiday

SAM HOUSTON ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
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Use	small	
electric pans, 
toaster ovens 
or convection 
ovens for small 
meals rather 
than your 
stove or oven. 
A toaster or 

convection oven uses one-third to 
one-half as much energy as a full-
sized oven.

The Co-op 
Connections 
Card is a 
member benefit 
program that 

delivers discounts from participating 
businesses, both local and nationwide. 
Visit www.connections.coop/
samhoustonec for more deals. 

Montgomery Co. Music Center 
930 West Dallas Street
Conroe, TX 77301 
936-756-0252 
www.conroemusiccenter.com
Hours:	M-Th,	10-7;	F,	10-6;	Sat,	10-5		
O�er: 10% discount  

N&H Materials and Construction Co.
225	Crockett	Martin	North	
Conroe, TX 77303 
936-264-3322 
www.dirtsandgraveltx.com 
Hours:	M-F,	8-5;	Sat	&	Sun,	by	
appointment
O�er: 5% o� order total

New Source Energy Constructors 
302D	West	Plum,	Daisetta	TX	77533	
936-334-1113 
www.facebook.com/NSECI 
Hours:	M-Sat,	8-6;	24-hour	emergency	
service 
O�er: $15 o� preventative maintenance 
or repair of stand-by generator.

Co-op Connections Deals

Conservation Corner

Sam Houston Electric Cooperative 
recently received recognition in 
the 2016 “Spotlight on Excellence” 
national awards program, sponsored 
by the Council of Rural Electric 
Communicators and the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association. 

Sam Houston EC received Gold Awards 
in the categories of Best Special 
Publication	(2016	Calendar	&	Member	
Handbook), Best Annual Report, Best 
Hard Copy Reinvention (2015 Board of 
Directors Election), and Best Individual 
Ad (“I Work for the Queen”).

The Co-op also received Silver Awards 
for	Best	External	News	Publication	
(Texas Co-op Power local pages), Best 
Hard Copy Reinvention (2014 Annual 
Report), Best Wild Card (2016 Calendar 
&	Member	Handbook),	Best	Graphic	
Design	(Operation	Round	Up	Banner	
Up)	and	Best	Individual	Ad	(“I’m	the	
Leader	of	Thousands”).

“We strive to exceed our members’ 
expectations in everything we do,” said 
Mary	Kate	Pedigo,	CCC,	Sam	Houston	
Electric Cooperative communications 
specialist. “The Spotlight on Excellence 
awards program helps us measure 
our work against cooperatives 
nationwide; highlighting our 
strengths in communications as well 
as areas for growth.”

Co-op Wins Nine National Awards

[PHOTO] Communications Specialist Rachel 
Frey (left) and Communications Specialist 
Mary Kate Pedigo, CCC, won nine national 
awards in communications through the CREC 
“Spotlight on Excellence” awards program.

A special reception 
honored the award 
recipients during 
the CONNECT ‘16 
Conference held in 
Portland,	Ore.,	on	
May	10.	Winning	
entries were 
displayed during 
the event.

The annual 
Spotlight awards 
competition 
recognizes the 

top-rated communication e�orts 
by electric cooperatives and related 
organizations.	Participants	competed	
with electric cooperatives of similar sizes 
in 17 categories. Electric cooperative 
communicators and marketing 
professionals nationwide submitted 
nearly 700 entries to the Spotlight on 
Excellence program.

The Council of Rural Electric 
Communicators	was	organized	in	1982,	
and seeks to advance the recognition, 
education and professionalism of 
electric cooperative communicators 
and their a§liated organizations. It is a 
volunteer association working on behalf 
of more than 4,000 electric cooperative 
communicators	across	the	United	States.

The National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association, the service organization 
representing the national interests of 
electric cooperatives, coordinates the 
Council’s activities. Other national 
organizations supporting the work of the 
Council	are	the	National	Rural	Utilities	
Cooperative Finance Corporation, 
the National Cooperative Services 
Corporation, and Federated Rural 
Electric Insurance Exchange.
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LOCAL CO-OP NEWS

Prepaid	metering	is	as	simple	as	it	sounds:	
consumers pay for electricity before it is used, 
then use the electricity until the credit expires. 

A terrific analogy for prepaid metering is putting 
gas in your car. Say you only have $30 for the week 
to pay for gasoline. You drive down to the station, 
pump in $30 and drive o�. As you drive during the 
week, what happens? You monitor the gauge and 
make sure each trip is necessary. If you drive too 
much, you burn up your $30 before the week is 

out.	Literally.	By	checking	the	gauge	throughout	the	week,	you	became	more	prudent	
with your gas use and made informed decisions on when and how much to use.

Now let’s transfer that analogy to your account with Sam Houston Electric 
Cooperative. With normal metering, you get a bill after you have used the electricity. 
Sometimes it comes as a shock. “How could I possibly have used so much electricity?” 
Prepaid	metering	is	designed	to	ease	–	and	hopefully	eliminate	–	that	shock.	Let’s	take	
a look at how it works.

With your new myPowerUsage	meter,	you	have	the	option	to	sign	up	for	myPrePay.	
There’s no di�erence in the electricity service you receive—just in HOW and WHEN 
you pay for it. When you sign up, you pay as often and as much as you’d like. You’re in 
control of your budget, your usage and your payments.

myPrePay	offers	Sam	Houston	EC	members	electric	service	without	deposits	and	
reconnect fees. There is a nominal monthly fee of $5 added to your myPrePay	
account. Each payment transaction must be a minimum of $10. And best of all, there’s 
no deposit and no credit check required for myPrePay	accounts.

As you approach “empty,” you add more money to your account and you’re set for the 
next period. If you run out, the power goes o� just like your car stops when it runs out 
of gas. When you make a payment, your power comes back on automatically.

To complete the analogy, let’s look at what you have been doing during the week. You 
become quite aware of how you are using electricity. You turn things o� more often. 
You may change the setting on your thermostat so you don’t cool or heat as much. You 
might cook outside to avoid using the oven or make sure your dishwasher is really full 
before running it. Industry studies show that consumers who participate in prepaid 
metering plans use as much as 10 percent less electricity than their counterparts.

Members	who	sign	up	for	myPrePay	can	also	sign	up	for	email,	text	or	voice	alerts.	
We’ll let you know when it’s time to add money to your account and when your 
payment has been received.

“myPrePay	has	been	well-tested	by	Sam	Houston	EC	employees	over	the	past	few	
months,” said Sam Houston Electric Cooperative Chief Communications O§cer 
Keith	Stapleton.	“We’ve	found	it	[myPrePay]	to	be	convenient	and	easy	to	use.	We’re	
excited that our members can utilize this program, too.”

To	learn	more,	give	a	member	service	representative	a	call	at	1-800-458-0381.

You Have the Power with myPrePay

Power poles are a bad place 
to post signs. 

Power poles may seem like the 
ideal place to hang a garage 
sale sign or a basketball goal, 
but nails and tacks make it 
dangerous for line technicians 
to climb poles. 

They can also puncture 
gloves and other protective 
equipment, creating a serious 
safety hazard. Please help us 
work safely by not posting 
signs on power poles.

www.samhouston.net
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“To reminisce with my old 

friends, a chance to share 

some memories, and play our 

songs again.” 

     
- Ricky Nelson,  

singer-songwriter-actor

By Keith Stapleton
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  any, if not most, teenage boys dream 
of getting their buddies together 
and creating a garage band. In my 

case, it remained simply a dream.

A few actually give it a try and play a gig or 
two. Fewer still, manage to stay together 
any length of time and have some success.

Rarest of all, however, may be the story 
of	The	Fabulous	Knight	Krawlers.	Their	
timeline spans five decades. And while 
their individual journeys are varied, the 
story of the band is one for the ages. 

1966,	 Livingston	 High	 School—Don	
Walter was a 14-year-old freshman. His 
family had recently moved from Borger, 
Texas,	 to	 Livingston,	 where	 his	 dad,	 a	
construction superintendent, would help 
build	the	new	Lake	Livingston	Dam.	

Already an accomplished guitarist, 
Don had played in a band before. So 
upon	 his	 arrival	 in	 Livingston,	 he	
was eager to connect with anyone 
who might be interested in playing 
together.	 Livingston	 High	 School	 was	
fairly small at the time, with fewer 
than 100 students in each class. It 
didn’t take long for Don to find Clifton 
Thomason, a talented drummer. 
Clifton introduced Don to three other 
gifted musicians—Stone Jackson 
(known by his friends as “Stonewall”), 
Bob Boyd and Butch Hawkins. 

Stonewall,	a	senior	at	LHS,	played	guitar	
and sang lead. Clifton, the drummer, and 
Bob, who played bass and sang backup, 
were both juniors. Butch, a sophomore, 
sang some lead and played guitar. Don, 
the freshman, played lead guitar and sang 
a lot of the lead vocals.

Because the guys were building the band 
from scratch, they needed everything. 

Bob ordered a Sears Silvertone amp. It 
cost him $125. He was so anxious to get 
started, he became impatient and went to 
the	freight	depot	in	Livingston	every	day	
after school until it arrived.

They had to juggle practice sessions 
around part-time jobs, sports and other 
school activities. Since they were all 
too young to have a place of their own, 
they practiced wherever they could find 
space.	Luckily,	Clifton’s	dad	had	a	camp	
house east of town, with no neighbors 
for half a mile! It was the perfect place 
for five aspiring rock-and-rollers to 
crank	 it	 up.	 Unfortunately,	 loud	 music	
with a heavy base beat can travel a long 
distance. Far down the road, neighbors 
called the law, who came out and made 
the enthusiastic young musicians turn 
down the volume.
 
Other times they would practice in the 
living room at Butch’s house, which 
meant his dad had to give up television 
time.	Mr.	Hawkins	usually	busied	himself	
outside while the band jammed. It was 
thoughtful of him to let the guys have the 
living	room,	but	Mr.	Hawkins	also	knew	
that going outside would help preserve 
his hearing. 
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According to Stonewall, during a practice 
session at his house in town, the police 
were called out by neighbors twice in one 
evening. The volume issue again.

It didn’t take the boys long to put together 
a substantial repertoire and venture 
out of their practice spaces to find 
opportunities to play for real audiences. 
Their earliest gigs included local pool 
parties, birthday parties and various 
small	events	in	the	Livingston	area.

Of course, like any reputable band of the 
‘60s, they needed to look good. Three-
cornered hats had been made popular 
by	 Paul	 Revere	 and	 the	 Raiders,	 so	 the	
young rockers added the colonial style 
headgear to their wardrobe as well. 
On other occasions, they opted for the 
“mod look” popularized by The Beatles 
and other British Invasion groups. 
According to Don, their moms made 
them Nehru jackets in psychedelic 
print, like those worn by The Beatles on 
the	 cover	 of	 their	 Sgt.	 Pepper’s	 Lonely	
Hearts Club Band album. Butch was the 
holdout on the flashy jackets, opting for 
a more subtle look.

The latter half of the 1960s was a boom 
time	 for	 Livingston	 and	 the	 surrounding	
area. Barney Wiggins, a local developer, 
was	building	subdivisions	throughout	Polk	
County. And as any good promoter knows, 
when your product is not one you can take 
to the consumer, you have to bring the 
consumer to your product. For subdivision 
grand openings and sales events, Wiggins 
decided that barbecues and teen dances 
with live music were just the ticket for 
promoting a fun, family atmosphere.

For the newly-formed group of young 
musicians, a paying gig was a dream 
come true. But the band didn’t have 
a name yet. Wiggins, observing their 
rather thin appearance, said they looked 
like a bunch of skinny earthworms and 
dubbed them The Night Crawlers. The 
guys weren’t overly excited about the 
name, but Wiggins was paying them real 
money to perform, so they figured it was 
okay. Clifton, however, decided that if 
they were to be referred to as worms, 
they could at least be classy worms. After 
some creative thinking, he came up with 
the	name	(and	the	spelling)	that	stuck	–	
The	Fabulous	Knight	Krawlers.

At venues like Indian Springs, Wild Country 
and	Wiggins	Village,	The	Fabulous	Knight	
Krawlers	 took	 to	 the	 stage,	 sometimes	
playing an entire show. Other times, they 
opened for well-known entertainers. And 
that’s when they were privileged to have 
front row seats to music history.

You see, Wiggins was personally acquainted 
with country music legend George 
Jones. Born in Saratoga, Texas, Jones 
had deep roots in the area and his career 
was beginning to skyrocket.  However, 
the country music icon had developed a 
reputation for missing performances due 
to issues with alcohol, earning him the 
nickname,“No Show Jones.” 

On more than one occasion, Wiggins 
brought	 Jones	 to	 Livingston	 to	 sing	 at	
the grand opening of a new subdivision, 
and	Wiggins	hired	The	Fabulous	Knight	
Krawlers	 to	 open	 for	 the	 future	 Hall	
of Fame and Grammy-winning singer. 
Jones, being prone to show up somewhat 
intoxicated, would come to the stage and 
sing a song while someone helped to keep 
him steady on his feet. He would then exit 
the stage, and the young band of teenagers 

[PHOTO, above] Clifton (left) and Butch taking it easy and setting 
fashion trends.

[PHOTO, right] The Fabulous Knight Krawlers return. Standing: Don 
Walter, Clifton Thomason and Butch Hawkins. Sitting: Bob Boyd and 
Stonewall Jackson.

[PHOTO, left] Don (left) and 
Stonewall rockin’ the house 
(and the neighborhood) during 
a practice session.
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would play another set. Jones would 
return some time later, sing another song, 
and then depart the stage again. 

At another event, Wiggins hired Charley 
Pride	to	play.	Still	very	early	in	his	career,	
Pride’s	managers	and	recording	label	had	
not yet released publicity photos, thinking 
that country music fans weren’t ready to 
accept a country singer who was not white. 

On	 the	 day	 that	 Pride	 was	 to	 play	 a	
concert,	 The	 Fabulous	 Knight	 Krawlers	
were again hired to open the show. As 
they sat in the subdivision sales o§ce 
with Wiggins, a tall black gentleman 
walked in. Wiggins asked, somewhat 
abruptly, “Who are you?” The gentleman 
replied,	“I’m	Charley	Pride.”	

Totally surprised and a bit flustered, 
Wiggins finally realized he was indeed 
speaking to the one and only Charley 
Pride,	who	took	to	the	stage	and	delivered	
a stellar performance. Once again, The 
Fabulous	Knight	Krawlers	had	witnessed	
music history firsthand. And to some 
degree, they played a part in that history. 

A few short years passed. And with each 
graduation, the pages turned and the 
band members moved on to new chapters 
of life. For a while, the older guys who had 
gone away to college came back home 
fairly often to play. But as frequently 
happens, the flow of life took them where 
the winds blew strongest—military 
service, college, careers and families.

Although their paths took Don and 
Clifton in di�erent directions, they both 
became successful architects. Butch 
owns an oil and gas equipment business. 
Stonewall owns a water utility company. 
Bob, a retired energy industry executive, 
has served on the Sam Houston Electric 
Cooperative Board of Directors since 
2001. The skinny teenagers all achieved 
great success in their non-musical careers.

That could have been the end to The 
Fabulous	 Knight	 Krawlers’	 story.	 But	
as they say, life has a funny way of 
coming around full circle. Fast forward 
to Christmas 2013. The music had been 
quiet for a very long time, but the passion 
was still very much alive.

Terri Thomason, Clifton’s wife, wanted 
to do something special for his upcoming 
65th birthday. So, she decided a beautiful 
new Yamaha drum set would make the 
perfect Christmas gift. And to top that, 
a musical reunion would make for an 
awesome 65th birthday party. Terri told 
Clifton, “Your birthday is in August. 
I think you should get the band back 
together to play on your birthday.” 

With the original band members all 
living within a two-hour drive, it was easy 
to contact them. And they decided that 
getting together for a reunion was a great 
idea. So in August of 2014, on Clifton’s 
65th birthday, after four and a half 
decades had passed since they last played 
together,	The	Fabulous	Knight	Krawlers	
returned. Not for a performance, but 
simply to play, to reminisce, and to enjoy 
the music. 

It was like they had never stopped 
playing together. Even after the calendar 
had turned on so many years, they were 
still	The	Fabulous	Knight	Krawlers.	And	
now, they meet for practice every other 
Tuesday afternoon in Butch’s airplane 
hangar at the Conroe airport. 

After a conversation I had with Bob 
following a recent Co-op board meeting, 
I took him up on his invitation to visit 
one of their jam sessions at the airport 
hangar. There was no special event or 
audience; just a few family and friends. 
Several airport employees dropped in to 
listen and visit as well.

I didn’t have the opportunity to hear 
them all those years ago. But I can tell you 
that Clifton still plays a mean version of 
“Wipeout.” Don’s guitar skills are amazing, 
and his voice is well-seasoned and strong. 
Butch plays bass, and his lead vocals are 
gritty and powerful. Stonewall plays guitar, 
sings lead on some songs, and provides 
awesome tenor harmony. Bob plays guitar 
and helps with vocals. Recently, he’s even 
picked up some keyboard skills. Royce 
Read, a new addition to the group, is 
masterful on the keyboards.

Unlike	 during	 their	 teenage	 years,	 the	
guys can now a�ord quality instruments 
and amps. Butch’s wife Nancy says, “They 

keep The Guitar Center in business.”  But 
it’s not about the equipment. And it’s 
certainly not about playing for money. 

These days, the guys can occasionally be 
coaxed out of the airplane hangar to play 
benefit concerts and other events. For 
the most part, however, they’re content 
to meet every other Tuesday afternoon to 
make sure the music that brought them 
together almost five decades ago stays 
alive and well.

After a few very enjoyable hours had 
passed, it was time for me to go. The 
band was still going strong. So after good-
byes and handshakes I headed for the 
door as they cranked up The Ventures’ 
instrumental 1960 surf-rock classic 
“Walk, Don’t Run,” which made me smile. 

I opened the door and stepped outside. 
As I closed the door, I suppose I was 
thinking I wouldn’t be able to hear the 
music any longer. And to my left, I heard 
nothing. There was only the silence of 
the parking lot, a grassy field, and a quiet 
runway.	 My	 right	 ear,	 however,	 was	
toward the closed door, through which I 
heard	the	music	of	The	Fabulous	Knight	
Krawlers	very	clearly.	

After sitting too close to the speakers and 
then going outside, my equilibrium was a 
little out of kilter. So, I turned and faced the 
hangar door to let my senses get balanced. 
I heard guitars and keyboards and drums. 
There was laughter, and happy voices 
of friends and family. And in my mind’s 
eye, a strange thing 
happened. I saw five 
high school buddies, in 
black and white images, 
dressed in bell-bottom 
jeans with pinstripes. I 
saw three-cornered hats 
and ‘60s hairstyles. 

I paused for a moment, 
thankful for the memories 
of my own that had 
returned as I listened 
that afternoon. And I was 
glad for music, and for 
friendships, and for how 
both can remain intact and 
strong, even after 50 years. 
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