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ALL OF OUR LINES ARE CUSTOMER SERVICE LINES.

YOUR SOURCE OF POWER. AND INFORMATION.

Some deliver electricity. Others deliver information. All must deliver on 
Sam Houston Electric Cooperative’s mission: to provide you with service 
that’s just as dependable as the energy you count on us for every day.



As a member of 
Sam Houston 
Electric 
Cooperative, 
you make an 
investment in the 
Co-op every time 
you pay your bill. 
This collective 
investment in the 
Co-op benefits you 
and the community 
immediately 
and over time. 
So what exactly 
is this monthly 
investment, and 
how do you benefit 
from it? 
 
As you look at your 
bill each month, 
you may not know 
that it’s full of 
useful information. 

The base charge [block 1 of the above sample bill] covers expenses associated with 
having a meter at your home or business, including monthly readings, billings, 
repairs, meter testing and maintenance of your electric service. 
 
Regardless of how much electricity a particular family uses, the cost of having a meter 
at your home is the same. As a not-for-profit electric Cooperative, we believe these 
costs should be spread fairly and equitably across all of our members, regardless of 
the level of electricity use. 
 
That is why every member pays the base charge each month to cover basic 
operational costs. All members are charged the same amount for the cost of operation 
since all members benefit from the same service. In essence, this gives each Co-op 
member an equal share in Sam Houston EC’s operation.

There are a few more items you might notice on your electric bill each month. 
The delivery cost [block 2] is a monthly investment that helps your Co-op cover 
the expenses of maintaining the overall electric system. Combatting cyber 
security threats and maintaining poles, wires, substations and Co-op equipment 
takes strategic planning and significant resources. The delivery cost essentially 
ensures that all equipment operates properly and staff is equipped and ready 
so the lights turn on when you need them. Part of the delivery cost also goes to 
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necessary system upgrades and to 
right-of-way maintenance. 
   
Lastly, you might notice an energy 
cost [block 3] on your bill each month. 
This cost reflects the actual cost of 
the electricity the Co-op purchases 
for you, our members. Sam Houston 
EC has a history of maintaining stable 
base rates. Your Cooperative works 
hard to deliver affordable, reliable 
electricity, and will continue to do so 
for years to come.

Both the delivery and energy costs 
are directly proportionate to each 
member’s individual electricity use. 
The multipliers are the same for all 
members in each rate class, but the 
total costs will reflect your energy use 
for the month. 

Block 4 of the sample bill will have 
details of  your meter reading. This 
information includes data related to 
your current meter reading. Block 5 
includes your usage information. This 
chart includes your current energy use 
alongside historic usage information 
from the previous 12 months.

Finally, look in block 6 on your 
statement each month for important 
messages from the Cooperative.

Your monthly investment ensures 
you have access to safe, reliable and 
affordable power when you need it. We 
appreciate and value the investment 
that you make in the Co-op each 
month, and we strive to use that 
investment wisely for the benefit of all 
members of our community. 

For more information, visit our 
website at www.samhouston.net. Click 
on “Member Services.”

A Solid Investment in Your Electric Co-op  
Your monthly electric bill is full of useful information

Sam HouSton electric cooperative
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Warmer weather 
is on the way! 
Use energy 
efficient window 
treatments or 
coverings, like 
blinds, shades 
and films, to 
reduce heat gain 

in your home. These devices not only 
improve the look of your home but also 
reduce energy costs.

The Co-op 
Connections 
Card® is a 
member benefit 
program that 

delivers discounts from participating 
businesses, both local and nationwide. 
Visit www.connections.coop/
samhoustonec for more deals. 
Could your business use some 
free advertising? Join the Co-op 
Connections Card Program. 

Davis Real Estate Services 
406 N. Temple
Caldwell, TX 77836 
979-739-1867
Hours: M-F, 8-5 
www.davispropertiestexas.com  
Offer: $100 off any real estate we sell.

Flower Branch Gardens Daylily Farm 
4380 FM 256 West 
Colmesneil, TX 75938 
409-658-3052 
Hours: May-June, Th-Sat, 9-2
www.flowerbranchgardensdaylilyfarm.com 
Offer: Free daylily with purchase.

Potetz Home Center 
2516 N. Main Street 
Liberty, TX 77575 
936-336-5717
Hours: M-Sat 7-7; Sun 8-5 
Offer: One free 25’ tape measure. 

Co-op Connections Deals

Conservation Corner

Put Careful Thought Into Your Planting

50ft.60ft.70ft. 40ft.

40ft.
40ft. high or less

30ft. 20ft. 10ft. 0

high or les

LARGE TREES MEDIUM TREES SMALL TREES

Trees beautify our neighborhoods, and 
when planted in the right spot, can even 
help lower energy bills. But the wrong 
tree in the wrong place can be a hazard… 
especially to power lines.

Height/spread of 
more than 40 feet, 
such as:

Height/spread of 
25 to 40 feet, 
such as: 

Height /spread of no 
more than 25 feet 
such as:

Be safe! Always call 811 before you dig to locate any buried utility lines.

Source: The Arbor DTT ay Foundation and the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association

• Maple
• Oak
•
• Pine

Sweetgum

• Star magnolia
• Crabapple
• Wax myrtle

Yaupon

• Crape myrtle
  •
• Eastern redbud
• American
  arborvitae

Dogwoods

Plant the Right Tree 
in the Right Place

For more tips on
smart tree planting in

your community, contact 
Sam Houston Electric
Cooperative or visit 
www.ArborDay.org.

Avoid planting within 20 feet of 
power lines. When planting within 
20 feet is unavoidable, use only 
shrubs and small ornamental trees.

•

Springtime sends us all outside. But, 
before you make plans for your landscape, 
put a little extra thought into what you’ll 
plant and where. First and foremost, don’t 
plant trees, shrubs or bushes under or 
near electric lines. Tiny trees turn into big 
trees whose branches can touch electric 
lines. Trees easily conduct electricity, 
putting tree-climbing, kite-flying children 
at risk of injury.

When planting trees or shrubs, keep in 
mind the shape and the size the species 
will reach at maturity. Select sites that are 
far enough from rights-of-way to ensure 
future growth will not interfere with 
power lines. Below is a helpful diagram 
showing suggested planting distances for 
small, medium and large trees. For more, 
visit www.samhouston.net/ 
member-service/row.
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LoCaL Co-op news

Help us keep power line 
rights-of-way clear. 

Outbuildings, tall trees and other 
obstructions underneath power 
lines can be hazardous. Clean 
power line easements are safer. 
They also allow us to access 
the lines and restore power 
more quickly in the event of an 
outage. Please help us ensure 
safety and reliability by keeping 
power line rights-of-way clear.

www.samhouston.net

According to the Department of Energy, a 
“typical American family” spends nearly 
$2,000 per year on their home energy 
bills. Much of that money, however, is 
wasted through leaky windows or ducts, 
old appliances or inefficient heating 
and cooling systems. Luckily, there are 
several relatively easy ways to save energy 
without a substantial commitment of time 
and money. These efforts will help you 

save whether you own or rent an older or newly constructed home. And, you won’t have 
to hire a specialist or call in a favor from someone who is handy with tools to help you. 

Where to start
According to Money Magazine, “improving the envelope” of your home is a good 
place to start. Sunlight, seasonal temperature changes and wind vibrations can 
loosen up even a tight home, increasing air leakage. Doors and windows may not close 
tightly, and duct work can spring leaks, wasting cooled and heated air. By placing 
weather stripping and caulk around windows and doors, you can keep cool air inside 
during warm months and prevent chilly air from penetrating the indoors during 
colder months. Sealing gaps around piping, dryer vents, fans and outlets also helps 
to seal the envelope and creates greater efficiency. Apply weather stripping around 
overlooked spaces like your attic hatch or pull-down stairs.
 
Replacing incandescent bulbs [left] with LED bulbs [right] can make a big difference in 
home efficiency and is one of the fastest ways to cut your energy bill. Known for their 
longevity and efficiency, LED bulbs have an estimated operational life span of typically 
10,000 to 20,000 hours compared to 1,000 hours of a typical incandescent. According to 
the Dept. of Energy, by replacing your home’s five most frequently used light fixtures or 
bulbs with models that have earned the ENERGY STAR rating, you can save $75 each year. 

Given that a large portion of your monthly energy bill goes toward heating and 
cooling your home, it makes sense to ensure your home’s heating, ventilation and air 
conditioning (HVAC) system is performing at an optimal level. Checking, changing or 
cleaning your filter extends the life of your HVAC system and saves you money. 
 
Air filters prevent dust and allergens from clogging your HVAC system. Otherwise, 
dust and dirt trapped in a system’s air filter leads to several problems, including: 
reduced air flow in the home and up to 15 percent higher operating costs; lowered 
system efficiency; and costly duct cleaning or replacement. Many HVAC professionals 
recommend cleaning the system filters monthly. 
 
Your programmable thermostat enables you to fine tune the temperature during 
particular hours of the day. Many models allow you to differentiate between weekday 
and weekend schedules, and internet-connected thermostats can learn your schedule 
and make adjustments automatically. You can only achieve these efficiencies and 
savings if it is programmed properly and adjusted periodically to keep pace with 
changes in household routines. 

Remember, there are easy steps you can take now to improve the energy efficiency of 
your home.

Easy Steps to Greater Efficiency
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[pHoto] nacogdoches-area 
luthier Stephen Kinnaird tries out 
one of his custom guitars outside 

his wooded workshop.
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Slabs and pieces of richly-patterned woods from 
around the world sit on shelves, bound for their place 
in a custom-made guitar. He shapes the “tone woods,” 
such as spruce and western red cedar, into pitch-perfect 
soundboards that vibrate with power. He bends rich-
grained woods, such as rosewood, mahogany and black 
walnut, into backs and sides that shine with beauty. 
He decides which strips of dark tropical ebony will 
be inlaid beside bits of abalone and bone to decorate 
the fretboard and bridge. Even exotics—with strange 
names like bubinga, cocobolo and ziricote—find their 
way into a Kinnaird guitar, no two of which are alike.

“I’m a luthier,” Stephen Kinnaird says proudly as 
he installs the finishing touches—the tuning knobs 
and strings—on a gleaming guitar laid out on his 
carpeted worktable. “That’s someone who makes 
stringed instruments.” 

Kinnaird is also a minister at Bethlehem Mission in 
Nacogdoches. So his life in the deep woods of East 

Texas is filled with zeal—in both music and religion—
for elevating the human spirit. That’s especially 
important, he believes, in this era of mass production, 
automation and robots. 

“There’s a public yearning for artisanship. It’s a 
reaction against all the high-tech parts of most 
people’s lives,” he says, “There’s a romance to the 
idea of one artisan working alone to make something 
useful and beautiful.” 

Stephen Kinnaird grew up in Memphis, Tenn., where 
“music gets in your blood.” Like many teenagers of the 
1960s, he got caught up in Beatles music and learned a 
few chords from his older brother, John. The brothers’ 
interest in guitars took a turn in the early 1970s when 
they visited the shop of a luthier in Atlanta, Ga. Guitars 
were mass produced in factories, they had always 
assumed. Watching this skilled artisan make a fine 
stringed instrument proved a revelation. It made the 
brothers want to do the same. Little by little, each 

the art of       
   the luthier

Guitar maker Stephen Kinnaird has a short commute. The 30-yard stroll down a 
driveway leads from his rural home near Nacogdoches to his spacious workshop nestled in 
deep woods. A wooded setting seems perfect for this light-filled space—with large north-
facing windows as in an artist’s studio—because Kinnaird works his hands in wood. 
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spent the next few years studying 
guitar-making techniques— 
John in Atlanta and Stephen in 
Nacogdoches, where he pursued 
a music degree at Stephen F. 
Austin State University. Stephen 
lacked experience working 
with hand tools, so he signed 
on with a house framing crew 
to learn woodworking skills. 
He constructed a couple of 
dulcimers, then by the early 1980s 
felt confident enough to build a 
few guitars for friends. He also 
began repairing guitars at a local 
music store where guitarist after 
guitarist saw his custom guitars 
and wanted one. 

Kinnaird maintained his day 
job as a minister and gradually 
built up his “serious avocation” 
of guitar making. In 2006 a 
budding local guitar maker, Ryan 
Middlebrook, asked for a part-
time job which spurred Stephen 
to gear up for growth by building 
a new shop in the woods. The 
two luthiers need three to four 
months to build a guitar and keep 
several going at any time. That 
results in a dozen or more guitars 
produced each year for collectors 
and players across North America 
and even Great Britain. Prices 
start at $5,200 for several models 
of guitars, plus a myriad of add-on 
options that make each guitar one 
of a kind. 

Stephen’s brother, John Kinnaird, 
continues making guitars in North 
Carolina. For details on both 
guitar makers, visit their website 
at www.kinnairdguitars.com.

Kinnaird’s basic acoustic guitar is 
an “OM” (orchestra model). The 
term dates from the pre-World 
War II “big band” jazz era when 
acoustic guitars were built for 
sound volume in order to be heard 
amid the orchestra’s horns. 

The guitar’s volume comes from its vibrating top 
(soundboard), which has been carefully thinned to 
maximize vibration and volume. To strengthen the 
thinned top, the luthier reinforces its interior side with 
wood struts or braces. Most common is the “X-Brace” 
pattern developed in the mid-1800s by America’s first 
luthier, Christian Frederick Martin, founder of Martin 
guitars. Kinnaird adapts these design principles to 
create guitars built for “appearance, ease of play, and 
sound.” Each customer describes the sound and look 
he or she wants, and Kinnaird strives to achieve it. 

“The beauty of wood 
really moves me. It’s 
like a box of colorful 

crayons to choose 
from,” Stephen says. 

“But it’s also an 
engineering issue. 
We are working in 
thousandths of an 

inch. So how thin can 
you make the wood to 

maximize its  
lush sound?”

For luthiers, building your 100th instrument is a big 
deal. So when Stephen Kinnaird reached that milestone 
not long ago, he wanted to make a special guitar. He 
remembered the small parlor guitar that his grandfather 
played during the courtship of his grandmother. So 
Kinnaird honored his family’s musical tradition by 
building a replica of the humble white oak guitar. It’s one 
of his proudest accomplishments, and it’s not for sale.

East Texan George Nixon inherited bluegrass 
music. His father, Fred Nixon, taught him to play 

bluegrass on the guitar when they lived in the Texas 
Panhandle and Fred worked in the oilfields. 

[pHotoS, top to bottom] Luthier 
Stephen Kinnaird puts the finishing 
touches on an exotic-wood guitar.

[pHoto 2] Special bracing in Kinnaird’s 
workshop allows a guitar top to 

conform to the exact concave shape.

[pHoto 3] Kinnaird’s reproduction 
(left) of his grandfather’s century-old 

guitar (right).

Photos by Randy MalloRy



As a teenager, George played guitar while his 
grandfather, Robert Nixon, fiddled lively jigs. That 
was before George studied engineering at Texas Tech 
University in Lubbock and worked at federal missile 
sites in California. And before he transferred to NASA 
at Johnson Space Center, near Houston, where he 
worked for three decades on engineering projects from 
the Apollo lunar module to the space shuttle. George 
retired in 1995 and focused on his wood-working 
hobby by making furniture for himself and wife, Janey. 

A trip to a Michigan music shop refocused his hobby to 
music making. He came across a Gibson mandolin and 
loved how it played. Instead of spending $5,500 for the 
instrument, he decided to build one himself. George 
Nixon thrives on challenges, so he ordered the plans 
and started from scratch learning the luthier’s trade 
through trial and error.

These days, it’s no surprise to hear bluegrass music 
coming from George and Janey Nixon’s retirement 
home at the Escapees RV Club Park near Livingston. 
You’re likely to find George, now 82, holed away in his 
small workshop beside a classic Airstream travel trailer 
like the ones used by early astronauts. Sanders, saws 
and clamps sit on worktables George made himself. 
From pegboard walls hang the tops, necks and rims of 
instruments in the making. 

“After 20 years of learning the skills, I now call myself 
a luthier,” George says. “I can take raw wood and make 
a fine instrument.” 

So far he has made five mandolins, five banjos, two 
guitars, and repaired several fiddles. But making 
mandolins is his real passion. 

“I prefer the mandolin because it’s hard to make. It’s a 
challenge,” he notes. 

His mandolins follow the classic 
“Loar” design, created in the 
1920s by Gibson sound engineer 
and master luthier, Lloyd Loar. 
The design became famous when 
played by the founder of bluegrass, 
Bill Monroe. It takes Nixon about 
a year to make each mandolin, 
which he cuts from raw spruce 
wood, assembles, paints and does 
his own mother-of-pearl inlay. 
Each instrument proudly bears 
the name “Nixon” inlaid in the 
headstock above the tuning pegs.

Nixon instruments are not for 
sale. In retirement George Nixon 
didn’t want the burden of meeting 
customer schedules, so he only 
makes instruments for family. 

“All my family plays bluegrass,” 
George explains. “I identify with 
that sound. For years, we’ve 
taken summer trips with our 
kids and grandkids to bluegrass 
festivals all over the country. 
We take our instruments along 
and join in the playing. I’ve also 
taken my two granddaughters 
to bluegrass workshops where 
they can play with their peers. If 
one of these kids will play one of 
my instruments, that makes it 
valuable to me. That’s why I do it.” 

Whenever the Nixon family 
gathers together, they play 
bluegrass together. 

“When the kids know I’m coming, 
they practice up, because they 
know we’ll all be playing bluegrass. 
I never thought that one day I’d be 
able to make musical instruments 
that my kids would play,” he 
concludes. “It’s such fun for me. 
When I retired and learned the 
luthier trade, that’s when my life 
really started!”
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[pHoto] George nixon 
crafts mandolins, guitars 
and banjos in his home 
workshop at Escapees RV 
park near Livingston.

[pHotoS, top to bottom] Intricate 
inlays decorate a nixon guitar neck.

[pHoto 2] many parts made from raw 
wood go into the making of George 

nixon’s mandolins.

[pHoto 3] Luthier George nixon plays 
his handmade mandolin for wife Janey 
on the porch of their Livingston home.

Randy MalloRy is a fReelance wRiteR, 
PhotogRaPheR and videogRaPheR sPecializing 
in texas toPics.


