Co-op News
SAM HOUSTON ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Public Notice
SAM HOUSTON ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. (THE “COOPERATIVE”) IS ANNOUNCING A

rate change for some of its rate schedules: Residential Service (Rate Schedule R01),
Small General Service Single-Phase (Rate Schedule SG1), and General Rate Service
Single-Phase (Rate Schedule G1). The proposed changes for each rate schedule are
set forth below.

RATE SCHEDULE

CURRENT

REVISED

INCREASE/DECREASE

R01: Residential
Base Charge
Delivery Charge

$12.75
$0.0334

$19.75
$0.0310

$7.00
-$0.0024

SG1: Small General Service Single-Phase
Base Charge
$13.50
$20.50
Delivery Charge
$0.0413
$0.0389

$7.00
-$0.0024

G1: General Rate Service Single-Phase
Base Charge
$13.50
Delivery Charge
$0.0398

$7.00
-$0.0024

$20.50
$0.0374

Most of the current rates for these rate schedules have been in effect and
unchanged for 12 years (since July 2006), and the rate revisions are necessitated
by increases in overall operating costs for the Cooperative. The Cooperative has
worked diligently over the years to keep its costs and, therefore, your costs, to a
minimum.
The revised rates will become effective for bills rendered on and after May 1. If you
have questions regarding these changes, please give us a call at (936) 327-5711 or
1-800-458-0381, and we will be happy to discuss these changes with you. You are
also invited to attend a public meeting to discuss these changes on any of the following dates at the locations listed.
Wednesday, March 28
10–11:30 a.m.
Livingston, Polk County Chamber of Commerce, 1001 U.S. 59 Loop N., Livingston
Thursday, March 29
6–7:30 p.m.
Ivanhoe Community Center, 870 Charmaine Drive, Woodville
Wednesday, April 4
2–3:30 p.m.
Cleveland Civic Center, 210 Peach Avenue, Cleveland
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View and Pay
Your Bill Securely
With the mySamHouston
Mobile App
SAM HOUSTON ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
members now can access their accounts
anywhere they can take their smartphones or mobile devices using our new
mySamHouston mobile app.
If you currently manage your account
through our website, the same mySamHouston account password will unlock
the features available through the app.
Paying your bill is just as quick and
easy through our secure app. Once
you’re logged in, click on “View/Pay My
Bill” just as you do online. Store your preferred payment information to make paying future bills even easier. You can even
enroll in auto pay and let us automatically pay your bill for you.
The Cooperative’s new app can be
found by searching for “mySamHouston”
in the Apple app store or in Google Play.
With this free download, you can even
request service, report an outage or provide our line technicians with other
details, such as reporting downed lines in
the area.
If you need assistance downloading
the app or setting up your mySamHouston account, contact a member services
representative at 1-800-458-0381.
samhouston.net

SAM HOUSTON ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

May 2018 Base and
Delivery Restructure
THE COSTS FOR POLES, WIRE, TRANSFORMERS AND MATERIALS CONTINUE TO RISE, JUST

Sam Houston EC wishes you and
yours a happy holiday.

samhouston.net

DAYLIGHT
SAVING TIME
begins at 2 a.m., Sunday, March 11.
Remember to “spring forward” by
setting all clocks an hour ahead.
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HAPPY EASTER!
APRIL 1
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as the costs of goods and services do globally. Even as costs have risen, the Sam
Houston Electric Cooperative Board of Directors has maintained rates since 2006
(12 years).
A close look at our operating costs, however, will show that the total monthly cost
for the Cooperative to provide and maintain electric service, before any kilowatt
hours are used, is more than $35 per meter. The current rate structure ($12.75 base
charge + 3.34 cents per kWh delivery charge) does not equitably recover costs to provide and maintain service to each and every meter throughout the Co-op’s system.
A large percentage of the Co-op’s meters use zero kWh or very few kWh each
month. These meters are often located at hunting camps, electric gates, barns, water
wells, etc. With such low usage each month, these meters are not paying their portion
of the cost to provide and maintain their electric service. As a result, these meters are
being subsidized by homes and businesses with higher consumption each month.
The Sam Houston EC Board of Directors adopted a resolution December 20,
2017, recognizing the need for and approving the implementation of a revised rate
structure.
The base charge will increase from $12.75 to $19.75. To lessen the impact of this
adjustment, the delivery charge will decrease from 3.34 cents per kWh to 3.10 cents.
By raising the base charge and lowering the delivery charge per kWh, the costs of
providing service are allocated more appropriately. Their decisions were focused on
the financial impact on our members and the wellbeing of the Cooperative.
These adjustments to our rate structure will have a minimal impact on bills. The
average member will see an increase of $3.88 to their bill. Accounts with zero kWh
consumption will see a difference of $7 on their monthly bill, which is the most any
bill will increase as a result of this restructuring.
Sam Houston EC will provide public notice to the membership and hold public
meetings during the months of March and April. The rate adjustment will go into
effect May 1, 2018.
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The Value of Electricity
Continues To Shine
cooperative office, like Sam Houston Electric Cooperative,
with our parents and grandparents to pay the light bill?
Whether you do that in person, by mail or online today, paying
your monthly bill does a lot more than just
keep the lights on.
Electricity keeps us connected to our
modern world. Consider all the necessities
and conveniences we enjoy thanks to the
power lines running to the electric meters
outside our homes.
Count up your televisions; desktop,
laptop and tablet computers; printers;
gaming consoles; music and video players;
and personal assistant devices. Whether
they get used every day or just occasionally, the electricity that keeps them working comes from Sam Houston EC.
Have you looked around your kitchen
lately? From coffee makers and toasters
to microwaves and electric skillets, a lot
of us have added several modern small
appliances.
If you’ve got a craft nook or workshop,
the power tools and machines you use to
cut and shape your projects are either
plugged in or recharged from the outlets connecting your
household wiring to Sam Houston EC.
You use electricity to run all these devices, as well as to use
the stove, power your heating and air conditioning, and get hot
water from the tap. The good news is, even as we rely more on
electricity, it’s still a bargain, especially compared to other
things we pay for regularly.
Since 2011, costs of medical care, residential rentals and
education have increased at rates of 3 percent or more per
year. Butter, meat and egg costs have grown by more than 1–2
percent annually, and even bread costs have risen more than
a half point on average.
Electricity costs rise about 1 percent a year, but co-ops
across the country have reported a decline in average residential use per household since 2010. That means we’re doing
more things with less energy.
Kilowatt-hour use per household dropped by 8 percent
between 2010 and 2016—slightly less than the 9 percent
decline reported by all electric utilities nationwide.
When it comes to value, electricity is a clear winner, and
we’re always looking for ways to work with you to make it even
20
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better. That’s why Sam Houston EC urges energy efficiency,
encourages you to look for Energy Star appliances and promotes technology designed to give members more control over
their electricity use.
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HOW MANY OF US REMEMBER DROPPING INTO AN ELECTRIC

With Sam Houston EC’s metering system, members have
access to detailed data about their energy use in real time.
Energy consumption can be viewed by the month, day and
even hour. It’s a great tool to find out how and when electricity
is being consumed and to identify ways to use less electricity
and reduce monthly bills. Access to your mySamHouston
account is even available as a free mobile app for Apple and
Android devices. Download it today by searching for “mySamHouston” in your device’s app store.
This tool is good for families, couples and individuals trying
to live within their budgets. And it’s going to become even
more important as digital devices and internet-connected
technologies become even more integral parts of our lives.
The average home now has 10 Wi-Fi connected devices.
That number is expected to explode to 50 by 2020. Technology
and the equipment that keeps it working use electricity, so
you’ll depend upon Sam Houston EC for more than the power
that keeps the lights on.
That’s why we’re always working to provide service that’s
reliable and affordable, and make it even more valuable to our
members—you, your family and your neighbors.
samhouston.net
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Warning Signs of an Electrical Malfunction
WHEN ELECTRIC SERVICE WORKS PROPERLY, WE NEVER NOTICE IT. IT’S ONLY WHEN

things go wrong that we start paying attention. Here are five warning signs that can
indicate an electrical malfunction.
1. Flickering lights. If an electrical circuit in your house is overloaded, it could
cause the lights to dim or flicker. This usually happens when you have too many
energy-intensive appliances or fixtures wired to the same circuit. The solution: Ask
a licensed electrician to move the lights to a different circuit or install a dedicated
line for the washing machine.
2. Suspicious odors. It’s not unusual for a new appliance to smell a little bit bad
the first time or two you use it. But if outlets, the breaker box or other appliances
emit a foul odor, that could signal a problem with the wiring. Switch off and unplug
anything that doesn’t smell right, and call an electrician.
3. Sparks. An appliance that sends off a spark could be damaged. Sparks from a
breaker panel or fuse box could signal something more serious and should be
inspected by a qualified electrician as soon as possible.
4. Tripped breakers. A breaker tripping more often than occasionally isn’t
normal, and it’s probably not safe. Circuit breakers that trip signal an overloaded
circuit.
If the same appliance, such as a hair dryer or vacuum cleaner, trips the circuit
every time, chances are that the appliance is the culprit. But if the same outlet trips
the circuit no matter what you plug into it, it’s likely an overload on the system. This
is a job for a professional.
5. A buzz. Electric appliances should not buzz. They shouldn’t make any sounds.
If they do, you might have a problem with an outlet or some wiring. An electrician
can fix this.
samhouston.net

IT’S STILL COLD OUT, BUT THREE IMPORtant cold-weather cleaning jobs shouldn’t
wait for spring.
First, clean your clothes dryer’s vents.
The lint and fluff that accumulate in the
vents don’t stop just because it’s cold
outside. Pull the dryer away from the
wall, remove the vent hose and vacuum it
out. If it’s especially clogged, find a
handyman with a snake tool to help. A
clogged dryer vent can start a fire. A
clean one will help yours use up to 25
percent less energy.
Next, do the same thing with the
bathroom and kitchen vents. In the bathroom, remove the vent cover and suction
out whatever is in it. The stove vent is a
bit trickier: It’s more likely to be clogged
with grease than with lint and could need
to be soaked and scrubbed. The effort is
worth it, though. It could prevent a
grease fire.
Finally, clean or replace your furnace
filters. Filters get clogged with airborne
debris, like dust, dirt and even bugs. A
dirty filter forces your furnace to work
harder to keep your home comfortable.
And the harder it works, the more energy
it uses. Most filters are disposable, but if
yours is not, rinse it with water and brush
away the dirt at least every three
months.
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Get a Jump on
Spring Cleaning
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Fire Watchers
BY JANET RUTH MYERS

FOR 11-YEAR-OLD BOY SCOUT BILL OATES, CLIMBING A 100-FOOT

iron fire tower in the forests of southern Mississippi seemed a
little bit scary. With each muscle-burning step, he got a tad
closer to the observation cab at the top. For the first time, he
would have a crow’s-eye view of the forest around him, a landscape he had only known from ground level.
“It was my very first fire tower to climb,” Oates says. “My
dad was district ranger for the U.S. Forest Service at that time,
so we got to do it as part of a Boy Scout activity. Once I got up
to the top, it really wasn’t that bad. I actually thought it was
pretty cool just being able to look out over the timberland,
especially using field glasses. It wasn’t nearly as hard or as
scary as I thought it would be. In fact, it was pretty awesome to
be that high up.”
Having now climbed lofty fire towers at least a dozen times
in his life, Oates (now the associate director of Texas A&M
Forest Service) has a unique perspective on the history of
22
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these leggy giants.
“I grew up in forestry and have been around fire towers my
entire life,” Oates says. “When I was a child, we had a base station radio in our house, and I can still remember listening to
radio communication traffic between the fire towers and the
ground crews.
“Today, we have about 475,000 private landowners in Texas
and 63 million acres of forested land, so forests were and still
are a very big deal in this region of the state. Fire towers, used
until the early 1970s, were an essential tool in helping to protect these forested lands from the destructive impact of fires.”
During the late 1800s and early 1900s, timber companies
and the Texas Forest Service, now called Texas A&M Forest
Service, made fire suppression a top priority, employing forest
patrolmen to watch for fires.
“Back in the day, a lot of East Texas was pretty remote and
didn’t have the roads that are present today,” Oates says. “So,
samhouston.net
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Circa 1941. A fire spotter in the tower
cab triangulating on his map.
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The first fire lookout
tower in Texas was
near Kirbyville.

The fire tower at Siecke
State Forest near Kirbyville
was the first fire tower built
in Texas and still stands
today. At the time it was
built in 1926, most of the
area had been clear cut,
but today the land is covered by a mature, primarily
longleaf pine forest. The
Siecke State Forest tower
can still be visited today.

a lot of the ground crew forest patrolmen, out in the woods
looking for fires, were actually riding horseback. A few, called
auto patrolmen, used Ford automobiles.”
In 1926, there were 46 employees of the Texas Forest Service Forest Protection Division: four division patrolmen, 37 forest patrolmen, two auto patrolmen, two lookouts and one
forestry moving picture operator and lecturer. The film operator and lecturer drove around the countryside in a panel truck
carrying a movie projector and screen to show educational
films to locals.
“The Forest Service didn’t have a lot of people working in
these forested areas, so a fire could burn for days before they
could see the smoke,” Oates explains. “Almost all the fires were
fought using hand tools. TFS and the timber companies
needed to get people up high to see the smoke on the horizon.
When you’re down at ground level or on horseback (if the trees
are tall), you can’t see anything.”
samhouston.net

The timber companies got around this obstacle by constructing primitive “tree cab” fire towers. They selected
the tallest pine tree on the highest hill in an area and hammered in metal spikes to create a ladder. Climbing these rungs,
the workers then built a flat platform resembling
a deer blind at the top of the tree. Once construction was
complete, lookouts—also called smoke chasers—would
climb to the top of the tree. Their job was to look for signs
of smoke. On a clear day, these lookouts enjoyed a view of
about 15–20 miles.
“The fire towers allowed us much earlier fire detection than
we ever had before,” Oates says. “The towers would sway in the
wind a little bit, which made it important for the lookout men
not to be afraid of heights. On a busy day during the dry season,
a lookout man would climb the tree cab fire tower, spot a fire,
climb down, get the equipment, fight the fire, then climb the
tree cab tower again and sometimes repeat the whole process
March 2018 SAM HOUSTON EC
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A fire tower in 1932

A fire tower in 1929

possibly as many as four to six times.”
When TFS introduced iron towers and became more mechanized in terms of fire suppression, the lookout men didn’t
need to leave the tower. They would simply watch for smoke to
appear and allow crews on the ground to fight the fire.
The first iron fire tower to be built in Texas was erected in
1926 by TFS. Located in what is now called the Siecke State
Forest near Kirbyville, this tower was constructed at a material
cost of $1,200 (about $17,000 in today’s dollars).
A vast improvement over the tree cab fire towers used
in the late 1800s and early 1900s, the new iron towers allowed
lookout men to climb the tower using real sets of stairs and
experience greater stability in high winds inside the openair cab.
In those days, the TFS received money from the U.S. Forest
Service. The state agency didn’t have a surplus of money, so
they used both conventional fire towers as well as tree cab fire
24
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towers. As time went by, some of the timber companies also
helped pay for the construction of fire towers.
“It all depended on how many people they had available,”
Oates says. “In areas where there were no iron fire towers, the
TFS still depended on tree cab fire towers. By the mid-1920s
through the 1940s, they also kept watch for fires in the cupola
on top of the Hardin County Courthouse.”
For 25 years, the fire towers were connected by telephone
lines. When TFS employees were not fighting fires, a big part
of their job was to make sure that the telephone lines were
kept in good condition. They didn’t start using two-way radios
until the 1940s. Around that same time, airplanes came into
greater use, and by the 1950s and early 1960s, most of the fire
detection was done by aircraft.
“Using aircraft is much more efficient,” Oates says. “From
any type of fire tower, you can’t tell for certain if a sighting of
smoke is a wildfire or a controlled burn, so there were a lot of
samhouston.net
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The Texas Forestry Museum displays historic fire tower cabs such
as this one from the Zavalla area.

false alarms. When you have an aircraft, you have a way to tell
for sure whether a fire is wild or controlled.”
Even when TFS had an airplane to use, sometimes there
was no way to communicate with people on the ground. The
aircraft crew would write notes, put them in a bag and drop
them out the window for the ground crews to read. Some of the
TFS aircraft were also fitted with huge loudspeakers in the
fuselage, so that when they flew over a fire, the aircrew could
speak through the intercom system. The ground crew, of
course, could not talk back, but the pilot could direct the
ground forces.
Unfortunately, iron fire towers lasted only between 25 and
40 years. When they developed stress fractures, the towers had
to be dismantled or rebuilt. Most of the more than 100 iron fire
towers used in East Texas have since been taken down,
donated or sold. However, a few fire towers are still visible to
the public eye near Jefferson, Jacksonville (Love’s Lookout)
samhouston.net

and Kirbyville (Siecke State Forest).
“Those towers still being used, such as the tower at Maydelle
between Rusk and Palestine, serve as platforms for communications equipment,” Oates says. “In 1974, the Texas Forest Service donated a 110-foot-tall iron fire tower (once located in
Conroe) to the Forestry Museum in Lufkin. They also donated
an iron fire tower cab (from Zavalla) to the museum.”
Many decades have passed since Oates experienced the
thrill of his first fire tower climb. And even though fire towers
are no longer used to spot forest fires, the memories of those
arduous climbs remain. Through the efforts of dedicated Texas
A&M Forest Service employees, untold acres of woodland have
been saved from destruction and provided us with an environmental legacy we all can cherish.
Janet Ruth Myers, from the Lake Sam Rayburn area, has authored
dozens of magazine articles and frequently works with her husband,
photographer Stephan Myers.
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