
Shut the 
Front Door

When your front or back door sits open, your electric bill is 

likely rising. Keep outside doors closed to prevent cooled 

air escaping from the house. This will help your A/C system 

to run less frequently. Shutting refrigerator and oven doors 

can also help to keep your bill lower. 
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May is National Electrical Safety Month and Sam Houston Electric Cooperative 
is teaming up with the Electrical Safety Foundation International to spearhead 
the annual e� ort to raise awareness of potential home electrical hazards and the 
importance of electrical safety. 

“Extension cord misuse and overburdened electrical systems are two of the main 
causes of home electrical fi res,” said ESFI President Brett Brenner. “It is important to 
be aware of these common and preventable hazards, as well as other safety measures 
you can take to ensure that your home is electrically safe.”
      
The National Fire Protection Association estimates 47,700 home structure fi res 
reported to U.S. fi re departments each year involve some type of electrical failure 
or malfunction as a factor contributing to ignition. These fi res result in 418 civilian 
deaths, 1,570 civilian injuries and $1.4 billion in property damage. Awareness and 
education are critical to reduce the incidence of electrical fi res, and ESFI sponsors 
National Electrical Safety Month each May to educate the public. 

At Sam Houston Electric Cooperative, we believe one of our most important roles in 
the community is to educate our members and neighbors about what to do in order to 
stay safe around electric power. Our website (www.samhouston.net) o� ers a wealth 
of information. From our home page, click on “Safety Sense” where you’ll fi nd tips to 
help keep you and your family safe at home, outdoors and even around our Cooperative 
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substations, facilities 
and equipment. 
Educating our Co-op 
members doesn’t just 
take place online. 
Our employees visit 
schools and civic 
organizations to 
share safety messages 
as well.    

ESFI encourages 
the sharing of its 
campaign resources 
and developed The 
National Electrical 
Safety Month 2015 
Electrical Safety 
Advocate Guide to 
provide the resources 
necessary to raise 
awareness of safe 
practices. Whether 
you want to educate 
a loved one or raise 

awareness in your community, school 
or workplace, this guide provides 
step-by-step instructions on how to 
be an Electrical Safety Advocate and 
help champion the cause of minimizing 
electrically-related deaths and injuries. 
    
Electrical safety awareness and 
education among consumers, families, 
employees and communities will 
prevent electrical fi res, injuries and 
fatalities. For more information about 
electrical safety and ESFI’s education 
resources, visit www.esfi .org.

May is Electrical Safety Month
Help address common home electrical hazards

SAM HOUSTON ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

THE ELECTRICAL SAFETY FOUNDATION 
INTERNATIONAL SPONSORS NATIONAL ELECTRICAL 
SAFETY MONTH EACH MAY TO INCREASE PUBLIC 
AWARENESS OF THE ELECTRICAL HAZARDS AROUND 
US AT HOME, WORK, SCHOOL, AND PLAY. ESFI IS A 
501(C)(3) NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION DEDICATED 
EXCLUSIVELY TO PROMOTING ELECTRICAL SAFETY. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT ESFI AND 
ELECTRICAL SAFETY, VISIT WWW.ESFI.ORG. 

05-16.indd   19 4/6/16   1:47 PM



www.samhouston.net22  Texas Co-op Power  SAM HOUSTON EC  May 2016

SAM HOUSTON ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

The Co-op 
Connections 
Card is a member 
benefi t program 
that delivers 

discounts from participating businesses, 
both local and nationwide. Visit 
www.connections.coop for more deals. 

Kids Only Child Care Centers 
201 Enterprise Row, Suite 10 
Conroe, TX 77301 
936-539-6659 
Hours: M-F, 6:00 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
O� er: 10% discount

Kountry Klutter Gifts & Accessories 
1755 US Hwy 190
Huntsville, TX 77320 
936-718-4220 
Hours: Th-Sat., 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.  
O� er: 10% discount

REMAX Lake Livingston
155 Goldenrod, Livingston, TX 77351 
936-577-1096 
www.lakelivingstonproperty.com
Hours: M-F, 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
O� er: Free home evaluation, 1% 
discount on commission. 

Co-op Connections Deals

Are you a part of Operation Round Up®, 
Sam Houston Electric Cooperative’s 
newest partnership with our members?

Members can join the Cooperative 
in improving their communities by 
“rounding up” their bill each month to 
support the program. For example, if 
a member’s monthly bill were $127.79, 
it would be rounded up to $128.00. His 
or her donation that month would be 
just 21 cents. On average, members can 
expect to donate about $6 per year. The 
total yearly donation will be listed on 
January’s bill. 

These donations are placed into the 
Sam Houston Electric Cooperative 
Charitable Foundation, which 

distributes the funds to nonprofi t 
organizations who serve our members 
and their neighbors across our service 
territory. All donations will stay right 
here in East Texas.

Operation Round Up has grown to more 
than 1,500 participants, but with 53,000 
Cooperative members, the program’s 
impact would be much greater if more 
members joined this mission. 

Nonprofi t organizations can apply for 
quarterly grants to support new projects. 
The grant guidelines and applications 
are on www.samhouston.net. The next 
grant cycle closes June 30. 

This program is an opportunity for our 
Sam Houston EC members to show 
the power of cooperation, by banding 
together around a single cause: to 
improve the communities we live in.

To participate in Operation Round Up, 
just fi ll out the slip below, clip it out and 
mail it to the Co-op. Members can also 
sign up online at www.samhouston.net 
or by calling the Cooperative at 1-800-
458-0381.

Join Operation Round Up

Name on account:

Account number:

Signature:

If you would like to join Operati on Round Up®, fi ll out this form and submit it 
with your bill, or mail it to P.O. Box 1121, Livingston, TX 77351. You can also 
join on our website, www.samhouston.net, or by calling the Cooperati ve at 
1-800-458-0381.
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LOCAL CO-OP NEWS

It’s a story that begins 
in darkness and ends in 
light. Generations of rural 
Americans struggled to 
“get lights” and bring the 
wonders of electricity to 
the vast areas not served 
in the United States. 
How these residents 
accomplished that goal 
is a true story of trial and 
triumph. The people of 

rural America needed electric power. Our founding members dreamed of bringing 
“power to the people.” And so they did.

Word spread of a proposed REA project in the piney woods of East Texas. 
Residents and county officials joined together, rallying support from their 
friends, families and neighbors in constructing their electric cooperative. On Aug. 
27, 1938, the articles of incorporation for Sam Houston Electric Cooperative Inc. 
were drafted and a rural electric cooperative was born. Their persistence finally 
paid off, when on May 16, 1939, a charter was granted by the Secretary of State—
Happy Birthday, Sam Houston EC!

After obtaining an REA loan, Sam Houston Electric Cooperative began 
construction of its first power lines, 243 miles, on Jan. 15, 1940. Those first lines 
would serve 661 members in Polk, San Jacinto, Walker and Liberty Counties. By 
1943, Sam Houston EC had 1,306 members. In 1951, that number jumped to 7,500 
consumers and 2,300 miles of line. Today, the Cooperative maintains more than 
6,000 miles of power lines serving 53,000 members in parts of 10 counties.

Happy Birthday, Sam Houston EC!

Join us for Sam Houston Electric Cooperative’s Annual 
Meeting of Members on Tuesday, June 14, 2016.

We’re meeting again in June this year!
Doors will open at 12 p.m. for registration, and the 
meeting will begin at 1:30 p.m. Join us again at the 
Polk County College/Commerce Center in Livingston. 
The facility is located at 1017 North 59 Loop, with the 
entrance at Pedigo Park. Shuttles will be available to 
take attendees from the parking area to the facility. 

Members present at the meeting will be able to visit 
with other member-owners, as well as meet the Board 
of Directors and Cooperative management. There 

will also be entertainment and a door prize drawing. Cooperative managers will 
report on Co-op business, including the announcement of Board of Directors 
election winners.

Annual Meeting June 14

Help us work safely by 
avoiding distractions.

When line technicians are 
working to restore power, 
distractions can be dangerous. 
Please help us work safely by 
staying a safe distance away 
from bucket trucks, digger 
trucks and other service 
vehicles, so line technicians 
can focus on their work.

If you have any questions, you 
can call us directly at 1-800-
458-0381.

www.samhouston.net
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Have you ever wondered what life was like in 
Texas before cell phones, indoor plumbing, 
and yes, even electricity?

There is actually a way to travel back to 1824 and 
see what rural Texas was like back then, simply by 
driving about 30 miles southwest of Houston to the 
George Ranch Historical Park. Not only that, but a 
tour through the park will “time-travel” you from the 
early 1800s into the 1950s with a very realistic parade 
of docents and interpreters, all dressed in period garb, 
and speaking the lingo of the time period.

As an internationally recognized “living history” site, 
the George Ranch is one of the many centerpieces of 
Fort Bend County, for years one of the fastest-growing 
counties in America. The county is home to the wealthy, 
booming cities of Sugar Land, Richmond, Missouri 
City, and part of Katy, but a few miles beyond those 
communities lies the Ranch, which, as part of The George 
Foundation, was donated by Albert and Mamie George.

“Mamie’s lineage goes back to the time of Stephen F. 
Austin, who came through this area with his band of 
about 300 colonists, determined to settle the area,” 
according to the George Ranch’s Marketing Director 
Jennifer Farrell. “They were following the Brazos 
River, and when they got to the giant bend in the river, 

they settled here and built a fort, hence the name Fort 
Bend.” Stephen F. Austin deeded the land where the 
Ranch now sits to Henry and Nancy Jones in 1824, and 
the land and ever-growing number of buildings have 
stayed in the family ever since.

The Park is basically divided into four sections 
covering four generations of the Jones/Ryon/Davis/
George families (all part of the same family, but the 
names changed since the lineage was through the 
female side of the family).

The fi rst stop is the Jones Stock Farm, hosted by 
interpreters playing the parts of Henry and Nancy 
Jones. The authenticity is amazing, right down to the 
clothing they wear and the language they speak. When 
you are speaking to them, they never waver from their 
character’s time period (no matter how hard you try).

“I was living in Missouri trying to do some trapping 
when I met Mr. Austin,” said Henry Jones (played to 
perfection by historian J.R. Thomas). “He convinced 
me to come with him to Texas, which back then was not 
part of the United States. We ran a ferry service across 
the Red River for a spell, then he gathered 300 families 
to go with him to settle this new land. I met my wife 
Nancy along the Red River, and soon we all packed up 
and headed south with Mr. Austin.”

They were following the Brazos River, and when they got to the 
giant bend in the river, they settled here and built a fort.”

THETHE

BY JEFF MILLER
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They eventually settled 
at what is now the 
Jones Stock Farm, the 
first stop on the self-
guided George Ranch 
Tour, and a stunningly 
exact recreation of 

the original homestead, including a 
“Dog-Trot” log cabin, outdoor summer 
kitchen, and several outbuildings such as 
a smokehouse, barn, chicken coop and hog 
pen (complete with live hogs).

School districts throughout Texas bring 
bus loads of students to visit the Ranch 
and Park, and the hands-on part of the 
Jones Stock Farm is always a crowd 
favorite, especially when food is served. 

“Everything we make here is done on 
original equipment, such as a Dutch Oven 
over an open flame,” said Farrell.

The second part of the tour takes you to 
the Ryon Prairie Home, which served 

as the residence of William and Polly 
Ryon. Polly was the eldest daughter of 
the Joneses and eventually inherited 
the majority of the family’s wealth. By 
the time she was 18, she was one of the 
largest landowners in this part of Texas. 
After she married William Ryon, the two 
built a ranching and farming empire that 
encompassed more than 27,000 acres. Of 
course, since she had inherited most of it 
from her family, the land was still in her 
name, and was passed on when she died in 
1896 to her sole surviving child.

In the interim though, she and William 
built the Prairie Home, which today 
is furnished with many of the original 
artifacts from the time they lived 
there. Additional items are carefully 
reconstructed replicas. The home was 
built in the Greek Revival style, and still 
stands alongside the many outbuildings 
and gardens which are all part of the 
tour. As with all of the other buildings at 
the Ranch, costumed interpreters take 
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[PHOTOS, clockwise] An original 1800s pump 
organ sits inside the Ryon House at the Ranch. 

[PHOTO 2] The Victorian architecture of 
the Davis House dominates the area of the 
George Ranch. 

[PHOTO 3] Visitors to the George Ranch are 
treated to a cattle roping and roundup every 
day by working cowboys.

The George Ranch Historical Park is open 
Tuesdays through Saturday from 9 a.m. until 
5 p.m. Admission is $10 for adults, $9 for 
seniors 62 and over, and $5 for children ages 
5-15. Children under 5 are free. Memberships 
are also available. 
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you back in time to the mid-19th century 
to show what life was like on the Fort 
Bend Prairie.

Continuing on the tour, though not the 
largest, perhaps the most impressive 
structure at the Ranch is the Davis 
Mansion, named for Polly Ryon’s eldest 
surviving daughter, Susan. In 1875, she 
married local banker John Davis, known 
to the locals as “The Judge.” As one of 
the most prominent men in Fort Bend 
County, he helped form the Richmond 
Cotton Company, the Richmond Electric 
Company, and the Richmond Cotton Gin. 
While he was doing that, his wife, along 
with mother-in-law Polly, continued to 
build the cattle and land empire, which 
now comprised more than 67,000 acres 
(about 12 percent of Fort Bend County) 
and over 8,000 head of cattle.

The Davis Complex is made up of the main 
house, built in the Victorian style of the 
era, the family cemetery, the blacksmith 
shop, the sharecropper farm, the cowboy 
line camp, and the Longhorn pens. Allow 
yourself some time to visit all of the areas 
of the Davis complex, as the interpreters 
will take the time to answer your questions 
and explain everything about life in this 
time period. The tour of the main house 
itself will take some time as you stop to see 
how the family lived, worked, prepared 
food, and built their empire.

Within the Davis Complex is the cemetery, 
where you will find many members of the 
four families. While part of the Victorian 
section of the Ranch, the cemetery was 
actually established in the 1820s, when the 
property was deeded to the Joneses. The 
last actual family burial there was in 1916. 
After that point, many family members 
were buried at the Morton Cemetery in 
nearby Richmond. A walk through the 
cemetery is well worth it. Shaded by giant 
oak trees, it o�ers a pleasant spot for 
reflection. Another highlight of the Davis 
Complex is the blacksmith shop, where 
actual “smithies” still make everything 
from horseshoes to many of the metal tools 
used daily on the Ranch.

Susan and Judge Davis had one daughter, 
Mary Elizabeth, known to her family and 
friends simply as “Mamie.” Around the 

turn of the 20th century, Mamie married 
Albert George, thus giving the Ranch its 
lasting name.

Albert and Mamie built the main George 
Ranch home and lived there until just a 
couple decades ago. Virtually everything 
in the house is as it was when the Georges 
lived there.

Aside from continuing the tour of the final 
home, the highlight of this section is the 
cowboy barn and working pens. Several 
times each day, cowboys round up some of 
the cattle and lead them into their feeding 
pen. In addition, visitors sit in comfortable, 
custom-built bleachers to watch one of 
the cowboys bring out “Big Tex,” a giant 
Longhorn weighing well over 3,500 pounds.

The George Home itself was built 
in the 1930s and is a very accurate 
representation of Texas life during that 
era. Designed by renowned Galveston 
architect Nicholas Clayton, the home 
is surrounded by giant oak, magnolia, 
and other native Texas trees and is 
reminiscent of many of the smaller 
“plantation-type” homes.

Speaking of oak trees, the Ranch is 
dominated by one giant oak which can 
be seen from virtually everywhere on the 
property.  The family legend is that the 
tree was planted in the late 1820s by Nancy 
Jones (the original family matriarch) in the 
hopes that it would be enjoyed by future 
generations of her family. And it most 
certainly was.

Mamie George was the last descendent 
of Henry and Nancy Jones. She and 
Albert had a son who died as a toddler. 
The only other direct descendent was 
Mamie’s niece Mary, who died tragically 
in a car accident in Houston. Once 
Mamie and Albert realized that there 
were no living heirs to their fortune 
and estate, they formed The George 
Foundation, which owns and operates 
the George Ranch. In addition, the 
Foundation grants millions of dollars 
annually to non-profit organizations 
throughout Texas, thereby continuing 
the legacy of the four generations of this 
proud Texas family, and the beautiful 
place they all called home.
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