Turn it
Up
Heating and cooling account for almost half of a home’s
energy use. Turning your thermostat to 78 degrees in the
summer and 68 degrees in the winter can substantially
reduce your Sam Houston Electric Cooperative bill.

www.samhouston.net

800-458-0381

facebook.com/samhoustonec

Sam Houston electric Cooperative

Women in Cooperatives
Playing a pivotal role across the globe

Women have played a pivotal role
in cooperatives across the globe.
Even though women in the U.S.
and U.K. were not allowed to vote
until the early 1900s, women were
granted equal voting rights in
the first modern era cooperative,
The Rochdale Pioneers Equitable
Society. Established in 1844 in
Rochdale, England, the co-op’s
founders agreed that women should
have equal voting rights.
So you see, treating women equally
has been baked into our cooperative
DNA right from the start. And
the cooperative business model
continues to champion women’s
equality across the globe.
According to a 2015 global study
conducted by the Committee for
the Promotion and Advancement
of Cooperatives, co-ops have an
increasingly positive impact on women and their inclusion in the labor force, and
enhance women’s ability to achieve positions of authority (both within and outside of
the co-op).

This is just an example from one
cooperative. In South Africa,
women make up 60 percent of co-op
members from nearly all sectors. In
Japan, women make up 95 percent
of co-op members in consumer
cooperatives and hold key governance
positions. And globally, more women
join savings and credit cooperatives,
giving them increased access to
financial resources.
Right here at Sam Houston Electric
Cooperative, women serve on our
Board of Directors and in leadership
positions, working hard to help make
the Co-op run smoothly.
Treating everyone equally and
ensuring folks have fair opportunities
is the cooperative way of doing
business. We’ve been doing it that way
since 1844.

In developing countries—where women have long suffered due to biased cultural
norms, government policy and lack of opportunities—the role cooperatives play
in the lives of women, as well as the role women play in cooperatives, is now more
meaningful than ever.
In Paraguay, a South American country bordered by Brazil and Argentina, gender
equality has transformed the Manduvira Sugarcane Cooperative.
This fair-trade sugar co-op has seen a dramatic increase in the participation of
female members and leaders. Manduvira is a multi-service co-op with two types of
operations: organic, fair-trade sugar production, and savings and credit. In both of
its operations, Manduvira has seen a significant increase in their success as women’s
participation grows.
According to several co-op leaders in Manduvira, female members are generally
more likely to apply what they learn in trainings and adopt new farming techniques
compared to their male counterparts. Because women are more likely to adopt new
technologies and the co-op has seen a higher percentage of women in leadership
roles, the co-op has become stronger and more stable.
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[PHOTO, top] Women across the nation
were instrumental in the founding of
electric cooperatives.
[PHOTO, above] Women were quick to adopt
the modern conveniences of electricity in
their homes. Source: NRECA
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Electrical Safety Lessons for Kids
those who followed the plan and made it
safely out of the home, during a practice run.
While it is fun and engaging to turn
safety into a game, it is important to
ensure your children understand the
risks they are facing if they do not
practice electrical safety.

Electricity plays a major role in our
everyday lives, and it is a powerful
resource that we all know should be
respected and treated with care.
Unfortunately, our children often
do not understand the dangers of
electricity. At Sam Houston Electric
Cooperative, we encourage you to share
electrical safety tips and lessons with
your little ones as often as possible. We
also understand their attention spans
run short, so here are a few creative
ways to get them involved.
Depending on the age of your child,
consider designating an “electronics
deputy.” The deputy should be
responsible for pointing out electronics
in your home that are not in use and
keeping appliances safe from liquids.
Reward your deputy for pointing out
overloaded outlets or other potentially
dangerous situations.
Emphasize the importance of fire
prevention with your children, and create a
family fire drill plan as an extra precaution.
Incentivize your children by rewarding
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One of the most important safety tips
you can give your kids is to avoid any
downed power lines. In fact, it is best
to avoid power lines, transformers and
substations in general. A downed power
line can still be energized, and it can
also energize other objects, including
fences and trees. Make sure your kids
understand the potential dangers of
coming in contact with a downed power
line or low hanging wire. And, if they
encounter a downed power line, ask
them to tell you or another adult to call
Sam Houston EC.
Here are a few other safety tips you can
share with your kids:
• Never put metal objects in outlets or
appliances.
• Do not overcrowd electrical outlets.
• Never mix water and electricity.
At Sam Houston Electric Cooperative,
we believe one of our most important
roles in the community is to educate our
members and neighbors about what to
do in order to stay safe around electric
power. No matter how you choose to
get your kids interested in staying safe
around electricity, Sam Houston EC is
here to help.
To learn more about electrical safety
and how to keep your family safe from
the dangers of electricity, go online and
visit www.samhouston.net and click on
“Safety Sense.”
[PHOTO] Make energy “superheroes” out of
your children by teaching them the dangers
of electricity and getting them interested in
staying safe around electricity.
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Co-op Connections Deals
The Co-op
Connections
Card is a
member benefit
program that
delivers discounts from participating
businesses, both local and nationwide.
Visit www.connections.coop/
samhoustonec for more deals.
New Way Printing
113 N Danville St., Willis, TX 77378
936-890-2700
Hours: M-F, 10-5
www.newwayprinting.com
Offer: 15% discount
Onalaska Glass and Mobile
Home Supplies
13451 Hwy 190 W, Suite 106
Onalaska, TX 77360
936-646-5594
Hours: M-F, 8-3:30
www.onalaskaglass.com
Offer: 10% discount on all merchandise
and labor, excluding special orders.
Pace Portraits
410 Forest Drive
Livingston, TX 77351
936-827-9707
paceportraits.net
Hours: By appointment only.
Offer: 10% discount on your
purchase.

Conservation Corner
Consider
insulating your
water heater
tank, which
could reduce
standby heat
losses by 25
to 45 percent
and save you
about 4 to 9 percent in water heating
costs. You can find pre-cut jackets or
blankets available from around $20.

www.samhouston.net

Local Co-op news

$3.08 Million in Capital Credits to Members
Your September bill from Sam Houston
Electric Cooperative includes your share of
$3.08 million in capital credits! That’s right,
we’re giving money back to you.
Your Cooperative is not-for-profit. If revenue
is greater than operating costs for the year,
the surplus revenue is assigned to you, the
members, as capital credits. The amount of
your capital credit is based on how much electricity you purchased in that year.
Capital credits allow Sam Houston EC to build, upgrade and operate our
power distribution system, all while providing you with safe, reliable and costeffective electricity.
The best part is that when the Cooperative’s financial condition allows, a portion of
your capital credits are paid to you as a credit on your bill. Over the years, Sam Houston
EC has paid more than $39 million in capital credits to members.

Be prepared for severe
weather.

Thunderstorms,

tornadoes,

hurricanes and flooding can
leave more than damage in
their wake—they can leave
hidden dangers as well. Watch
for downed or visibly damaged

Capital credits are another reason it’s great to be part of an electric cooperative.

poles, lines or transformers.

Add “Insulate Attic” to Autumn To-Do List
As long as you’re blowing leaves and caulking
around windows this fall, put one more chore on
your to-do list: Add some attic insulation.

For the safety of everyone,
report

these

hazards

immediately to Sam Houston
Electric Cooperative.

The time to get your home in shape for heating
season is early fall, long before you need to turn
the heat on.
If your attic doesn’t have enough insulation—or
if, over the years, it has come loose—it won’t keep
your home’s comfy, heated air from pouring out
through the roof.
Heat rises, so the warm air in your home wafts
upward to your attic. Without proper insulation,
it winds up outdoors. In fact, your home probably
loses more heat through the attic than anywhere else. So poke your head up into
your attic. Do you see bare patches on the attic floor or ceiling, where insulation is
missing? Is insulation drooping in spots?
Insulation can’t do its job if it isn’t touching the surface it’s meant to insulate. So hire
a handyman to reattach and add insulation up there. Or do this yourself; it’s a pretty
simple job. Instructions can be found at TogetherWeSave.com.
A bonus: A properly insulated attic also will stop cool, air-conditioned air from
escaping through the roof during the summer.
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Texan Edward M. House remembered as influential adviser to
President Woodrow Wilson
By David Latimer

hen the first world war ended Nov. 11, 1918, the man
representing the United States abroad was an unassuming
Texan named Edward Mandell House. He held no office beyond
his status as the president’s close friend and adviser, but he was in Paris with all the
authority Woodrow Wilson could confer.
House’s national and international influence grew from a political career that took
shape after he moved in 1886 to Austin from Houston, where his wealthy father
served as mayor. House played a role in the re-election of Gov. James Hogg in 1892,
and Hogg bestowed upon him the honorary title of “lieutenant colonel.” Soon
reporters referred to him simply as “colonel.” By 1910, the Texas political scene
seemed too confining, and House moved to New York, hoping to exert political
influence on the national stage.
He met Wilson, then governor of New Jersey, in 1911. The two men hit it off
immediately. During Wilson’s first year as president, he remarked, “Mr. House is
my second personality. He is my independent self.”
After Wilson’s election in 1912, House became a key power. House’s behind-thescenes role in the Wilson administration was summed up by Oklahoma Sen.
Thomas Gore’s remark, “Take my word for it. He could walk on dry leaves and make
no more noise than a tiger.”
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When World War I broke out in Europe in 1914, House became Wilson’s personal
emissary in a strenuous attempt to negotiate peace. On one visit he met with Kaiser
Wilhelm. House’s biographer Godfrey Hodgson describes the event in Woodrow
Wilson’s Right Hand:
“From London, on June 13, while waiting to see British officials, House reported: ‘I
had a most interesting visit to Germany. I have never seen the war spirit nurtured
and so glorified as it is there.’ ”
After the United States entered the war in April 1917, Wilson and House continued
to work for a settlement, based on Wilson’s Fourteen Points, which included a
League of Nations. The challenge for Wilson and House was to secure an armistice
that would mean defeat for Germany while moderating the harsh terms demanded
by Great Britain and France.
According to historian Margaret MacMillan in Paris 1919, “The armistice with
Germany … was made in a three-cornered negotiation between the new German
government in Berlin, the Allied Supreme War Council in Paris and Wilson in
Washington. House, as Wilson’s personal representative, was the key link among
them.”
Wilson named House as one of the five commissioners representing the United
States at the Paris Peace Conference in 1919. As the conference went on, the
president’s dependence on House eroded, due in part to the contrast between
Wilson’s idealism and House’s pragmatism.
Jealousy also played a part. Wilson, a widower, had married Washington socialite
Edith Galt in 1915, and she drew a tight circle around her husband. That circle did
not include House. Edith Wilson, not House, became the president’s closest friend
and adviser and one who, as detailed in Phyllis Lee Levin’s book Edith and Woodrow,
undermined Wilson’s confidence in House.
When Wilson left Paris after the signing of the Treaty of Versailles in June 1919,
House saw the president off as he sailed back to the United States. It was the last
time they would meet.
Despite his estrangement from Wilson, House continued as one of the country’s
most important voices in international affairs. He appeared on the cover of the June
25, 1923, issue of Time magazine.
House died in 1938 and was buried in Houston, where he had been born 80 years
earlier. His elegant Austin home, once as much a center of Texas political power
as the Capitol or the Governor’s Mansion, was demolished in 1967. A historical
marker stands at 1704 West Ave. to mark the spot. House donated land near his
home to the Austin school system, and the nearby high school football field is still
named House Park.
David Latimer lives in Austin and teaches at Austin Community College.
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BY LONN TAYLOR
Photos by KENNY BRAUN

Germans imported
their furnituremaking mastery to
the Texas frontier

26

Texas Co-op Power Sam Houston EC September 2016

www.samhouston.net

T

he German immigrants
who colonized the Hill
Country of Texas in the late
1840s brought few pieces
of furniture with them. There was
little room for beds or wardrobes in
the crowded ships that transported
settlers across the Atlantic or in the
wagons that carried them inland from
the Gulf Coast ports to New Braunfels
and Fredericksburg. When it was time
to furnish their new houses, they
turned to the cabinetmakers who had
accompanied them from Germany, men
who had learned their trade in Europe.
Between 1845 and 1875, these craftsmen
produced an astonishing amount of
furniture. Some of the finest examples of
their work have been brought together
at the Museum of Texas Handmade
Furniture in New Braunfels.
“The Museum of Texas Handmade
Furniture is remarkable for the depth and
breadth of its collection of furniture from
New Braunfels and Comal County,” says
author Kenneth Hafertape, a professor
of museum studies at Baylor University.
“The collection also benefits from being
displayed in the Andreas and Caroline
Breustedt house, which blends German
and American features.”
In the mid-1800s, at least 50 Germanborn cabinetmakers worked in New
Braunfels and Fredericksburg, towns
where residents were almost exclusively
German. They made furniture in the
styles that were popular in Europe,
including the Biedermeier style, with
its smooth surfaces, graceful curves and
inlaid decoration, but they also worked
in the Renaissance Revival, Gothic
Revival and Elizabethan Revival styles.
They used native walnut, cypress and
pine, as well as imported mahogany
and rosewood. At a time when AngloAmerican cabinetmakers in the rest of
Texas were setting up steam engines and
turning their shops into small factories,
the Hill Country Germans worked by
hand on the human scale they had known
in Germany.
The furniture makers usually worked in
one room of their houses or in a nearby
shed. They used hand tools brought
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from Germany, including the distinctive
horned German smoothing plane, and
worked alone or sometimes with an
apprentice. They flourished until the
mid-1870s, when the railroad made it
possible to deliver inexpensive, factorymade furniture from the Midwest to even
the most remote Hill Country farmer. The
beautiful furniture they made continues
to be much prized by today’s collectors.

in Texas, he made furniture only for his
family and friends.

The best known of the Hill Country
cabinetmakers was Johann Michael
Jahn, one of the original settlers of New
Braunfels. Jahn was born in Pomerania
in 1816, apprenticed in Prague, and
worked in Switzerland before coming
to Texas. His work was discovered
by collectors in the 1940s and is well
represented in the Museum of Texas
Handmade Furniture.

The museum has a large and
sophisticated walnut wardrobe made
by Stautzenberger in 1860 for Nicholas
Holz, a New Braunfels blacksmith. The
wardrobe features a stylish pierced
gallery mounted with acorn finials
around the top, with a plaque in the
center bearing the initials “NH” and
the date 1860. The museum’s collection
also includes an elm and mesquite
child’s chair with an Egyptian Revival
back, and an upholstered sofa made by
Stautzenberger for Holz.

Another New Braunfels cabinetmaker
whose work appears in the museum
collection is Heinrich Scholl, who, with
his brother, Adam, made window sashes
and doors in addition to furniture.

Bill and Nan Dillen, interior decorators
who came to New Braunfels after World
War II and pioneered the collecting of
Texas furniture, acquired the Tietze bed
and the Stautzenberger pieces.

Heinrich Scholl specialized in inlaid
tables, and the museum has recently
acquired one from his great-great-greatgranddaughter, who lives in California
but wanted the table to come home to
New Braunfels.

Their collection formed the core of the
Museum of Texas Handmade Furniture
when it opened in 1984. Volunteers
operated the museum until 2011, when
Kathy Nichols came on board as its
first professional director. In addition
to furniture, the museum features a
reconstructed cabinetmaker’s shop and
hundreds of woodworking tools, and
Nichols plans to expand the collections
to include the work of other Hill
Country cabinetmakers.

Friedrich Wilhelm Tietze is one of
the
lesser-known
Texas-German
cabinetmakers. Census records indicate
that he came to New Braunfels in 1845
and worked there for at least 25 years.
The museum owns a simple low-post
pine bed from his shop, typical of the
furniture that was made for the humbler
Hill Country settlers. The pine probably
came from the Bastrop pine forest, a
source of wood for the cabinetmakers.
One of the most talented of the Hill
Country cabinetmakers was Franz
Stautzenberger, a bachelor who came to
Texas with his brother’s family and lived
with them at Clear Spring, southeast of
New Braunfels. In Germany, the Duke
of Nassau employed Stautzenberger, but

Bruce Shackleford, curator at the Witte
Museum’s South Texas Heritage Center
and an Antiques Roadshow regular,
says, “Texas has a rich furniture
tradition that is often overlooked
by both scholars and collectors. The
Museum of Texas Handmade Furniture
exhibits some of the best examples of
Texas furniture and helps preserve
what little is left from the past.”
Lonn Taylor and David B. Warren wrote Texas
Furniture: The Cabinetmakers and Their Work,
two volumes (University of Texas Press, 2012).
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