
Administration, the “REA Movement” 
spread rapidly throughout the nation. 
For after that, rural America had the 
power to organize cooperatively and 
qualify for loans to electrify their homes.

Like many electric co-ops, Sam Houston 
Electric Cooperative struggled during 
its early development. It’s said that 
the application submitted to the REA 
was denied at least twice before final 
approval was received. An electric 
cooperative in the rugged piney woods 
of East Texas was not expected to 
survive and flourish, but we are forever 
thankful our founding members were 
determined to prove otherwise.

In the mid-1930s, county agent W. S. 
Childerss held a meeting at his office 
in Livingston. At the time, the REA 
distributed a set of guidelines outlining 
how rural residents could start an 
electrification project of their own. 
The guidelines were read aloud to the 
recorded 40 citizens in attendance, and 
a unanimous vote was cast in favor of an 
REA project in Polk County.

A group of volunteers then formed a 
committee with the sole mission of 
gathering completed applications from 
their friends, families and neighbors—
each application being a statement 
of interest in constructing an electric 
cooperative in the area. 

In the meantime, county agent 
Childerss began exchanging written 
correspondence in early 1938 with 

A Story of Light

Sam Houston 
Electric 
Cooperative 
is gearing up 
for a special 
year in 2014—
a yearlong 
celebration 
of 75 years 
serving the 
residents of 
East Texas.

Although the Cooperative received its 
charter from the State of Texas on May 
16, 1939, there were many milestones 
leading up to this special day. 

This month, we’re taking a look back and 
celebrating the founding of Sam Houston 
Electric Cooperative—a big step for rural 
East Texas electrification on Aug. 27, 1938.

It’s a story that begins in darkness 
and ends in light. Generations of rural 
Americans struggled to “get lights” and 
bring the wonders of electricity to the vast 
areas not served in the United States. How 
these residents accomplished that goal is 
a true story of trial and triumph.

The 1930s were plagued by hardship 
and drudgery as nearly 90 percent of 
rural residents lived and labored in the 
dark. But beginning in 1935, there came 
hope. The federal government had a plan 
for rural residents to help themselves. 
When President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
signed an executive order that same 
year creating the Rural Electrification 
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P. T. Montfort, research associate in the 
agricultural engineering department 
at what is now Texas A&M University. 
There, Childerss was offered additional 
contacts, resources and guidance on the 
proposed REA project. 

However, Childerss wasn’t alone in his 
efforts to bring an electric cooperative 
to fruition. A. J. Smith, Oscar L. 
Munson, Mrs. L. S. Stanford and W. C. 
Swilley would become the Co-op’s first 
board officers, and were driving forces 
through it all. 

As word spread of the proposed REA 
project, Childerss gained support in 
surrounding counties as they, too, had 
similar ideas for rural electrification. 
Under the suggestion of an REA official, 
they combined efforts to expand the 
footprint of the new cooperative—one 
can only guess as a means of fortifying 
their proposal of a project that had 
already been deemed impossible. 

On Aug. 27, 1938, the articles of 
incorporation for Sam Houston Electric 
Cooperative Inc. were drafted and a 
rural electric cooperative was born.

In January 1939, petitions were filed 
by surrounding county agents to 
procure rural electric service for Polk, 
Tyler, Hardin, San Jacinto and Trinity 
Counties. Days later, Childerss received 
a response from the REA stating that 
funds were limited in Texas; however, an 
REA field representative would be sent 
to check the area under consideration. 

A few months later, the persistence of our 
founding members finally paid off.
On May 12, 1939, archived ledgers show 
a payment of $10.10 to the Secretary of 
State for the charter of Sam Houston 
Electric Cooperative Inc. On May 16, 1939, 
the charter was granted, and this, my 
friends, is where our story of light begins. 

“Brothers and sisters, I want to tell you this. The greatest thing 

on earth is to have the love of God in your heart, and the next 

greatest thing is to have electricity in your house.” – Farmer 

giving witness in a rural Tennessee church in the early 1940s.

[Photo] Women across the nation were 
instrumental in the founding of electric 
cooperatives, driven by their desire to have the 
conveniences of electric service in their homes.
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When shopping 
for a new 
appliance, 
consider lifetime 
operation costs 
as well as the 
purchase price. 
Refrigerators 
last an average 

of 12 years, clothes washers about 11, 
and dishwashers about 10. Check the 
Energy Guide label for the appliance’s 
estimated yearly operating cost, and 
look for ENERGY STAR units, which 
usually exceed minimum federal 
standards for efficiency and quality. 

Co-oP ConnECtionS

Man’s best friend now has a new best 
friend—the Co-op Connections Card! 

For many of us, our pets are a beloved 
part of our family, but caring for them 
can be expensive. In conjunction with 
the Co-op Connections Card program, 

Sam Houston Electric Cooperative is 
happy to offer access to Pet Assure. Some 
of the benefits of Pet Assure include: 25 
percent off all in-office medical services 
performed by a network veterinarian, 
five to 35 percent savings at participating 
online and local merchants on pet 
supplies, free pet ID tags, and a 24-hour 
location service for lost pets. With Pet 
Assure, you can also receive 10 percent off 
online purchases at 1-800-PetMeds.com. 

Don’t forget to check out the “Pets” 
category when you visit the Co-op 
Connections program website for more 
than 200 offers on pet resorts, grooming 
and supplies.

Your Co-op 
Connections Card 
is full of savings! 
Find out where 
you can save at 

www.connections.coop/samhoustonec. 
Missing your Co-op Connections Card? 
Each Sam Houston EC member will 
receive a new card in the September 
issue of Texas Co-op Power magazine. 

Onalaska Glass and Mobile  
Home Supplies           
 13451 Hwy 190 West, Suite 106             
Onalaska, TX 77360    
936-646-5594     
Hours: M-F, 8-3:30      
www.onalaskaglass.com                
Offer: 10% discount on all merchandise 
and labor, excluding special orders.      
                                                                                   
Denim and Diamonds Pre-School              
9309 State Hwy 75 South
New Waverly, TX 77358    
936-344-2747     
Hours: 6 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Offer: 10% discount on child care fee 
of oldest child (or) one free week for 
one child with paid monthly fee and 
registration fee.                                                
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SWindLErS tArgEt Co-oP mEmbErS

CONSERVATION

The nation’s 
electric 
cooperatives 
are reporting 
a rise in 
swindlers 

who are using energy-related ploys to get 
into the bank accounts of co-op members.

Fake home energy audits and scams 
related to prepaid credit cards are 
becoming more common, according to 
officials at co-ops from Texas to Virginia.

“Criminals are using easily accessible 
prepaid debit cards to take victims’ 
money and avoid being traced,” said 
Indiana attorney general Greg Zoeller. 
“This form of payment is just like giving 
cash—once you hand it over it’s gone.”

Variations on the scam include calls 
claiming expiration of automatic bank 
drafts. Scammers seek personal financial 
information, which presumably could 
enable a thief to raid bank accounts, 
said Dan Mugg, with CoServ Electric 
Cooperative, based in Corinth, Texas, 
whose members have reported many of 
the recent scam incidents.

Other frauds include what Mugg described 
as “Home Walk-Through” scam calls. A 
member is told he or she can save money 
on their utility bills if they schedule a walk-
through energy audit of the home. Police 
say thieves often use this technique to get a 
layout of a home for a future burglary.

“These scammers will tell you that you are 
months behind on your utility bills and 
must pay at once,” said Sandy Chalmers of 
the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, 
Trade and Consumer Protection. 

Better Business Bureaus and state 
attorneys general have found that such 
schemes become more common during 
periods when increased energy use from 
heating or cooling can offer higher payoffs.

“Any Sam Houston Electric Cooperative 
employee in the field will always 
have proper identification. If anyone 
claiming to a Co-op employee calls and 
asks you for personal information, you 
can hang up and call our office directly. 
That way, you’ll know you’re speaking 
with a Co-op representative,” said 
Keith Stapleton, Sam Houston EC chief 
communications officer.



StAy CooL, SAvE monEy

Cooling a home on hot, humid days 
can be an energy-intensive process—in 
fact, cooling generally becomes the 
largest energy expense homeowners 
face during the summer. A room air 
conditioner may seem like an easy-to-
install, low-cost way to add comfort, but 
it’s easy to waste energy and money in 
the process if you’re not careful.  

A room air conditioner is an encased 
assembly—a self-contained box, 
basically—designed to be mounted in a 
window, through a wall, or as a console. 
These units deliver conditioned air to 
an enclosed space or zone. 

Costing between $100 and $1,000, room 
air conditioners can be purchased at 
home improvement centers, big box 
retailers—even yard sales and flea 
markets. They tend to last a long time 
with minimal maintenance, so selecting 
the right model can save significant 
amounts of energy. 

Room air conditioners rated by 
ENERGY STAR, a program run by the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
and U.S. Department of Energy, deliver 
the same or better performance and use 
10 percent less energy on average than 
comparable models. 

ENERGY STAR–qualified appliances 
boast advanced compressors, drawing 
more heat efficiently from the air. In 
addition, the high-efficiency motors 
in these devices use less energy to 
circulate air and run more quietly. 

However, they do cost slightly more. 
Nationally, an average consumer saves 
approximately 76 kilowatt-hours per 
year—about $8—with an ENERGY 
STAR-rated room air conditioner. 
Residents in hot and humid states could 
save up to $30 annually. So, over the life 
of the appliance, a consumer could save 
between $50 and $250, depending on 
the model and climate. 

Consumers should look for room 
air conditioners with timers and 
programmable thermostats. These 
features offer better temperature 
control, allowing users to cool spaces 
according to their preferences. For 
example, you can set the unit to turn 
on 20 minutes before bedtime to make 
your bedroom comfortable. 
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Avoid Generator Backfeed.

,

Installing a room air conditioner is 
typically an easy job. Most can be fit 
into a window in a matter of minutes. 
Another option is to create a custom 
opening in a wall. Large-capacity units 
often require a dedicated electric 
circuit or may have specific wiring 
and breaker requirements. They may 
need to be installed by a professional. 

Room air conditioners come in a variety 
of sizes. Many people buy the largest 
one they can afford, assuming more 
power is better. While that may be true 
in racing, it’s not necessarily the case 
with an air conditioner. A unit too large 
will cool a room too quickly to properly 
remove humidity, leaving the space 
feeling cool but also wet and clammy. 

When replacing an existing unit, do not 
immediately throw the old one away. 
Air conditioners contain a refrigerant 
that should be removed by a trained 
technician first. Contact a local solid waste 
organization for information on how to 
properly dispose of old air conditioners. 

Air conditioning will raise your monthly 
electric bills—what type you choose, 
climate and length of use will determine 
the full impact. Making smart energy 
choices will leave you happier, cooler and 
with a couple of extra bucks in your pocket.  

Source: cooperative reSearch Network
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But, it wasn’t the bumpy ride on the yellow school bus that Raymond anticipated so much. It was his 
school, Old Red, a place that still brings back fond memories. 

“I hated to miss school worse than anything because I enjoyed it so much,” said Raymond Smith, a 
1950 graduate of the Old Red Schoolhouse in Trinity, Texas. “Come rain, shine, sleet or snow, I’d run 
my legs off to make sure I didn’t miss that bus.”

Today, Old Red stands like a silent sentinel in the heart of the small country community of Trinity, 
not far from Lake Livingston. Also called the Trinity School, the structure was built between 1911 
and 1915 and served the educational needs of thousands of Trinity residents over a period of nearly 
80 years. 

“All grade levels of students attended Old Red until 1928, when a new high school/middle school was 
built adjacent to it,” said Debbie Ogden, secretary for the superintendent of Trinity Independent 
School District. “Old Red was then used for additional classroom space and repainted yellow to 
match the new building, though we still called it Old Red.” 
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The school 
building features 
eight classrooms 
(including 
a theater/
auditorium), 91 
windows, a metal 
shingle roof, 
pressed metal 
ceiling panels, two 
unique wooden 
staircases, beaded 
wainscot in the 
corridors, wooden 
floors, plaster walls 
and wooden doors. 

Constructed of 
three layers of 
interlocking bricks, 
all of Old Red’s 

exterior walls are 12 inches thick. With a 
T-shaped floor plan, the building features 
fixed-pivot windows on all sides of the 
exterior—a design that enabled the wind to be 
effectively channeled in from any direction, 
helping to cool the structure’s interior.

If Old Red could speak, it would tell of the 
thousands of times small hands pulled at 
its swinging doors. It would also reveal the 
stories of all those country kids who were 
given the opportunity for a good education 
and improved quality of life. Fortunately, 
Old Red has its emissaries and Smith is one 
of them, reliving his memories as if they had 
happened only yesterday.

“My first year I carried a lunch. But my 
second year, they started a cafeteria and 
the fee was two cents a day,” Smith said. 
“A silver dime would buy you lunch for a 
whole week.”

His second grade year was also the last 
class in the school’s history to use a chalk 
slate for spelling and math work. Raymond 
appreciates the value of those early years of 
his education in East Texas.

“I went barefooted all my life until I was 
14 years old and in the ninth grade,” Smith 
said. “I joined the band and Mrs. Fitzgerald, 
the band director, said I’d have to get me 
some shoes to play the big tuba.”

But time takes its toll on people and 
buildings, and in March 1993, the school was 
closed by the Trinity Independent School 
District. The two-story, 9,420-square-foot 
building was in danger of demolition, that is, 
until some of the school’s former students 
came to the rescue. 

Learning that the building was scheduled 
for destruction, former students and other 
concerned citizens formed the Committee 
to Save Old Red and worked together 
with the school district to renovate and 
preserve the school for future generations 
to see and appreciate.

“When I found out Old Red had been 
condemned and was going to be torn down, 
it really tugged at my heart,” Smith said. “I 
tell people I went through Old Red twice; 
the first 12 years to graduate and the second 
12 years to save and restore it.”

Aside from having deep-felt sentimental 
value, the structure has an impressive 
visual presence.

“Other than the county courthouse, the 
Old Red Schoolhouse is probably the 
most distinctive architectural edifice in 
all of Trinity County,” said Dan Barnes, 
spokesperson for the Committee to Save 
Old Red and former student. “It’s got a look 
none of the other buildings have, and it has 
a very significant community heritage.”

As proof of the structure’s historical worth, 
the school still elicits fond commentary 
from local area residents.

“Some people just don’t like anything old,” 
Barnes said. “But during those 11 years, 
between 1996 and 2007, when Raymond 

[Photo, left] old red seen in 1993, just prior to the 
beginnings of restoration. [Photo, below] now 81 years 
old, raymond Smith attended old red when he was 
young. in recent years, he has worked tirelessly to help 
restore the school building. now in failing health, Smith 
can no longer perform physical work on the building, but 
continues to lobby for its completed restoration.
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Smith, his brother Don and I worked on 
the building, trying to repair and restore 
it, people from the area who had gone to 
school there during their childhood would 
wander in and talk about their memories. 
Back in those days, Old Red was the glue 
that held the community together and that’s 
why we worked so hard to save it.”

Their efforts paid off when the schoolhouse 
was listed as a Texas Historic Landmark in 
2004 and placed on the National Register of 
Historic Places in 2005, designations that 
verify the value of the school and serve as a 
source of pride to the community.

“I know of no comparable effort in the 
United States,” Barnes said. “This was just a 
spontaneous thing, a small group of people 
who basically didn’t know each other, found 
one another and all thought the same way 
about the school. We were dedicated to this 
project. If we hadn’t been there, we feel the 
building would have been destroyed.”

Keeping in mind the original architecture, 
materials and layout, the Committee 
to Save Old Red, backed by a $70,000 
grant from the Sam and Malcom Barnes 
Foundation and other contributions, took 
pains to preserve as much of the historic 
design as possible, returning some features 
to their original appearance.

“In the early 1960s, the school district replaced 
the rotted wooden windows with aluminum 
windows,” Barnes said. “We decided to remove 
those and have Don Smith handbuild all new 
windows similar to the original design. It cost 
$35,000 to do it, but that was a cheap price for 
all that labor, even back then.”

On the outside, the Committee to Save 
Old Red patched and painted the roof and 
replaced all the mortar that had washed out 
from between the bricks over eight decades. 
Then, they had the schoolhouse repainted, 
restoring the building to its original red color.

After that, Smith and Barnes got busy 
working on the school’s north classroom on 
the second floor. Because a large number of 
windows had been broken for many years, 
the two men first had to shovel out dozens 
of garbage cans full of pigeon droppings. 
Then, they restored the upstairs theater/
auditorium and began work on the foyer’s 

wooden staircase, beaded wainscot and 
metal ceiling tiles. 

“Once we got the walls and ceilings repainted, 
the wooden floors refinished and the hallways 
completed, the school board named the north 
upstairs classroom and theater/auditorium 
the Ray Smith Room in my honor,” Smith 
said. “I was overjoyed and tears came in my 
eyes when they read the resolution.”

Today, the restoration of Old Red is still 
incomplete. Some rooms are still in 
disarray, with a patchwork of open ceilings 
and unpainted walls in need of repair. But 
Old Red’s legacy still lives on in the lives of 
its former students. They know that Old 
Red saw 93,000 hours of student attendance 
in nearly 80 years of use and some who 
attended there, including Smith and Barnes, 
are still very interested in trying to finish 
the revitalization project.

Still basking in the honor bestowed upon 
him by the Trinity School Board, Smith 
is now 81 years old and his legs are a bit 
slow and unsteady. He nonetheless lives 
happily with his childhood memories. In 
his imagination, Smith is still that energetic 
little boy, racing to the bus stop for yet 
another day of learning and adventure. All 
courtesy of the Old Red Schoolhouse.

[Photo, top] much 
of the school’s 

auditorium has been 
restored. thousands of 

children have visited 
this room for various 

events over the 80 
years that old red 
served as a school.

[Photo, below] 
the “old red” 

schoolhouse was 
built between 1911 
and 1915 in trinity, 

texas. for 80 years, 
the brick building 

served as the 
educational facility 

for area students. 



Reliability NeveR 
takes a Holiday 
W e ’ r e  H e r e  To  s e r v e  Yo u
From heating and cooling to baking and lighting, you need electricity every day. At Sam Houston 
Electric Cooperative, our crews and staff are ready to respond 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week—even on holidays. We’re here for you. 
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