
transformer can either 
be mounted on a pole 
or be set on a pad in 
the yard. Overhead 
transformers are 
cylindrical and 
painted gray, while pad 
mount transformers 
are box shaped and 
painted green.

The type of 
transformer chosen 
to serve your home or 

business depends on several factors, 
such as the load to be served, location, 
cost, convenience and aesthetics. 

Newer subdivisions typically have 
pad mount transformers, with one 
unit serving each home or sometimes 
multiple homes. This reduces the need 
for overhead distribution poles to be 
run throughout the neighborhood.

Older subdivisions may have overhead 
transformers serving multiple homes. 
In this case, distribution poles are 
brought through the whole area.
Homesteads may have an overhead 
or a pad mount transformer, but it’s 
typically just serving that home due to 
the far distance to the next home.

A business in a shopping center may 
use a pad mount transformer to 
increase ease of parking, while a local 
corner store may use an overhead 
transformer because it’s close enough 
to a line for interconnection. 

Whether it is pole-mounted or set on 
a pad, the transformer is grounded 
and protected with a fuse. The fuse 
protects the transformer from overload 
situations that could damage the device. 
The ground wire gives the service a 
reference to earth and ensures the 

How Does It work?

The gateway to the modern world 
comes right to your door. Whether it’s 
overhead or underground, the service 
drop connecting your home or business 
to Sam Houston Electric Cooperative’s 
distribution system energizes all the 
conveniences of 21st century living, 
delivered to you at the speed of light 
from hundreds of miles away, with just 
the flip of a switch.

While it is something you may not 
notice in your day-to-day routine, a lot 
of thought was put into the design of the 
service drop to ensure not only reliable 
electric delivery, but also the safety of 
your family and the community.

The Co-op’s distribution system 
delivers power throughout its 
East Texas service area in two 
voltages—7,200 V and 14,400 V.  These 
high voltages were chosen because 
they are the most economical means to 
distribute power over relatively short 
distances. However, these voltages are 
much too high to serve the typical home 
and business. 

This is where the distribution 
transformer comes in. The 
distribution transformer steps the 
voltage down to 120/240 volts for 
the typical residential service. The 

electrIc servIce Drop
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high voltage remains isolated from 
the public. However, Sam Houston 
EC recommends not touching the 
transformer, due to voltages involved.

After the voltage is dropped down, the 
service wires are routed to the meter 
loop. The designs for both overhead 
and underground service meter loops 
are based upon National Electric Code 
and National Electric Safety Code 
standards. NEC and NESC standards 
are designed to mitigate dangers to the 
general public due to electrical shock 
and fire.

Taking these codes into consideration, 
overhead services must meet minimum 
clearance distances. For underground 
service, minimum depth requirements 
for the conduit, as well as the materials 
used, lessen the chances of the service 
entry being damaged through use of 
the lawn. Sam Houston EC inspectors 
are well versed in the codes and 
specifications related to service drops, 
and they are excellent resources on 
getting a proper placement during new 
construction. If you are constructing 
a new home or business, the 
specifications are conveniently located 
at www.samhouston.net.

From the meter loop, the electricity 
flows through the electric meter and 
into your home, powering your lights, 
television, computer and all the other 
gadgets and tools that make our lives so 
much easier.

Next time you pull into your driveway 
or walk around your home, take a 
minute to look up, or down, as the case 
may be. To the untrained eye, it may 
seem like an ending, but to those in 
the know, the service drop is only the 
beginning to bigger and better things.

[pHoto] sam Houston electric cooperative 
inspector James walker checks out a de-
energized meter pole that will be attached to 
a service drop next to a member’s new home. 
Inspectors are well versed in the codes and 
specifications related to service drops. 
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Electric bills rise 
in the winter for 
lots of reasons—
holiday parties, 
house guests, 
and shorter 
days and longer 
nights. Take 
little measures 

to help control costs like turning down 
the thermostat, washing clothes in 
cold water, swapping out lightbulbs 
for high-efficiency versions, and 
using microwaves or toaster ovens 
to cook. Find more ways to save at 
TogetherWeSave.com.

2014 calenDars

Sam Houston Electric Cooperative 
offices will be closed December 24 and 
25 in observance of Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day. Offices will also be 
closed on Jan. 1, 2014, for New Year’s 

Day. Offices will be closed on Jan. 20, 
2014, for Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
and an all-employee training workshop.

As always, resources will be in place and 
crews will be on call to respond to any 
power outages while Sam Houston EC 
offices are closed. 

Our automated phone system and 
online services will still be available 24 
hours a day. Visit www.samhouston.net, 
to view your account, make a payment 
or even submit a service request. 

The 2014 Sam Houston Electric 
Cooperative Calendar & Member 
Handbook is heading out to member 
homes and businesses this month.

Next year’s publication is an exciting 
departure from the traditional calendar 
produced by Sam Houston EC each  year. 

In celebration of our 75th anniversary, 
the calendar takes a look back at the 
dynamic impact rural electrification 
had on our lives. 

We hope you enjoy this salute to 
our rich heritage of powering the 
communities of East Texas. 
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CONSERVATION

Electric cooperatives are disappointed—
but not surprised—that in September the 
Administration officially abandoned an all-
of-the-above energy strategy for a new, all-
but-one approach that effectively removes 
coal from the nation’s future fuel mix.
 
The policy, proposed by the 
Environmental Protection Agency, 
sets stringent limits on carbon 
dioxide emissions from future coal 
or natural gas plants. Trouble is, 
the new standards are impossible to 
meet with existing technology. For 
several years cooperatives have tested 
carbon capture and storage as a way 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 
Unfortunately, the technology doesn’t 
make financial sense. It has never 
been used at a commercial scale at a 
power plant over a prolonged period to 
demonstrate its viability or cost. In a 
2012 Congressional Budget Office report, 
engineers estimate it would increase the 
cost of producing electricity from coal-
based plants by 75 percent.

The Administration’s switch to an all-
but-one energy approach would limit 

Americans’ access to a plentiful and 
affordable resource. 
 
Already worried about making ends 
meet, many of Sam Houston Electric 
Cooperative’s members cannot afford 
the significant increases in electric bills 
that this policy would trigger.
 
Historically, the price of coal remains 
affordable and relatively stable. The U.S. 
Energy Information Agency reports the 
United States has 236 years remaining of 
recoverable coal reserves. Coal generates 
37 percent of the nation’s electricity—our 
biggest energy source by far. 
 
We saw this all-but-one game in 1978 when 
Congress passed the ill-conceived Power 
Plant and Industrial Fuel Use Act. Never 
heard of it? Few have, but for several years 
the government banned natural gas for 
power generation. Yes, natural gas—the 
fuel source being sold to the nation today 
as a cleaner fuel option. With gas off the 
table, electric co-ops were forced to choose 
between building coal or nuclear plants. 
 
Stand with us as we fight to keep electric 
bills affordable. Raise your voice through 
the Cooperative Action Network at  
www.action.coop. Tell the EPA we need 
an all-of-the-above energy strategy.

we neeD an all-of-tHe-above energy strategy



Don’t take tHe merry out of your cHrIstmas

Before your family puts up a tree or 
hangs the stockings this holiday season, 
start a new tradition. Put safety at the 
top of your list. 

Trees and lights are danger-prone 
holiday decorations. According to the 
United States Fire Administration, 
Christmas trees start an average of 
260 house fires each season, resulting 
in more than $16 million in property 
damage. Another 150 house fires are 
sparked by holiday lights and decorative 
lighting, costing $8.9 million in damage. 

Unsafe practices while putting up 
decorations are to blame for even more 
injuries. Nearly 6,000 individuals visit 
emergency rooms each year for falls that 
occur. Four thousand more are treated for 
injuries associated with extension cords.

But safety steps don’t end with bright 
decorations. Gifts trigger injuries, too. 

Toys that are not used as intended or 
used without proper supervision lead to 
avoidable accidents. Electrical shocks, 
burns, or injuries from sharp, pointed, 
or moving parts are to blame for many 
of these injuries according to the 
Consumer Product Safety Commission. 

When it is time to deck your halls, take 
these precautions to ensure the safety of 
you, your family and holiday guests:

TREES
Real or artificial, Christmas trees are 
often the culprit for danger. 
•	 Make	sure	an	artificial	tree	is	labeled	

“fire resistant.” Be aware that “fire 
resistant” does not mean “fire proof.” 

•	 Make	sure	a	live	tree	is	fresh	and	
green. Dry, brittle limbs and shedding 
needles are a breeding ground for 
sparks. Water a live tree regularly to 
prevent it from drying out.

•	 Place	any	tree	away	from	heat	sources	
such as fireplaces, vents and radiators. 

LIGHTS
Festive lights give homes a magical glow 
both inside and out. When decorating 
this season, a few simple safety tips can 
keep your spirits bright.
•	 Do	not	overload	electrical	outlets.	

Most lights are designed to connect no 
more than three strands. Inspect the 
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Water on an electrical fire does more harm than good.

,

wires periodically to make sure they 
are intact and not warm to the touch.

•	 Never	leave	lights	on	overnight	or	
when no one is home.

•	 Only	use	lights	that	have	been	approved	
by an independent testing laboratory. 

•	 Replace	any	strands	that	show	signs	of	
damage, such as bare or frayed wires, 
broken bulbs, or loose connections. 

GIFTS
The thrill of holiday presents is quickly 
forgotten when a gift leads to injury. 
Here are a few suggestions to keep 
children safe:
•	 Select	gifts	that	are	age	appropriate	for	

the recipient. Toys recommended for 
older children pose too many risks for 
younger children to use safely.

•	 Educate	children	on	electrical	safety	
when using any new toy or product 
that requires an electrical connection.

•	 Review	all	instructions	and	safety	
guidelines included with new products 
before you allow the child to use it. 
This ensures the safety of the child and 
protects the integrity of the product. 

Make sure safety ranks at the top of 
your “to do” list this holiday season. 
Like the old Christmas song says, there 
is no place like home for the holidays—
especially when your family is safe and 
your home is filled with good cheer.
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by randy mallory

To understand how the Black Cloud was lost and 
later found, you have to understand the fickle nature 
of the Trinity River. The river flows 550 miles from 
its headwaters in north-central Texas to its mouth 
at Trinity Bay, making it the longest river entirely 
within the state’s border. Rain swells the river in the 
Piney Woods where annual rainfall averages 40 to 50 
inches. Centuries of periodic flooding altered the river 
channel as it meandered back and forth across the soft 
sedimentary soil of the coastal plains.

Steamboats began transporting products and people 
on the Trinity in the 1830s, during the Republic 
of Texas. After Texas became a state in 1845, boats 
regularly steamed from the Gulf port of Galveston 
with manufactured goods, mail and people to inland 
riverports on the Trinity as far north as Trinidad 
in Henderson County and Porter’s Bluff in Navarro 
County. The steamers returned downriver with cash 
crops and products such as cotton, tobacco, corn and 
hides. Texas’ shallow rivers like the Trinity, however, 
proved tricky to navigate, compared with deep rivers 
found in the eastern U.S. Indeed, steamboats could 
ply the Trinity only a few months a year, when water 
was high, and, even then, they often ran aground on 
hidden sandbars and submerged tree snags. Despite 
dangers and uncertainty, river transport offered the 
best option in the frontier era before the advent of 
railroads and improved roads. 

A hundred or so steamboats plied the Trinity during 
the last half of the 19th century. Most were built 
along the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers and made 
their way to Texas. A few East Texas ports had their 
own shipbuilders—including Galveston, Smithfield, 
Drews Landing and Orange, where the Black Cloud 
was built in 1866 with service on the Trinity in 
mind. At nearly 130 feet long and 30-plus feet wide, 
it could carry nearly a half-million pounds of cargo 
and navigate in only four feet of water. Powered by a 
12-foot-diameter paddle wheel, mounted on one side, 
the sidewheeler boasted internal reinforcement to 
cushion the inevitable collision with unseen sandbars 
and snags. 

A 19th-century Trinity steamboatman-turned-
journalist, W. A. Bowen, once told a Galveston 
newspaper that the Black Cloud was built “with a view 
to go over the Anahuac mud flats at any stage, and to 
run over snags and into willows with impunity…She 
could go over Cannonball, White Rock and Kickapoo 
Shoals when no other boat could.” The sturdy design 
worked well, allowing seven profitable years of service, 
nearly twice the average for Texas river steamers. 
Late in the steamboat’s career, in fact, the Black 
Cloud carried an astounding 1,056 bales of cotton to 
Galveston’s docks. It reportedly snagged and sunk 
twice but was raised and returned to service each time. 
The third time, however, sealed its fate.
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[pHoto, left] the bell from the 
sunken steamboat Black Cloud was 
recovered in 1873 and is now rung 
every sunday at the first united 
methodist church in liberty.

[pHoto, above] Drawing of the 
Black Cloud paddle wheel from 
underwater and remote sensing 
evaluation in the 1970s by texas 
a&m university.

Lost and Found
In February of 1873 the venerable 
vessel hit a snag for the final time at a 
spot where the ancient Atascosita Road 
intersected the river at Green’s Ferry 
Crossing. Crews tried to save it but 
finally abandoned ship, and the Black 
Cloud sank. For the next 140 years, 
countless layers of sediment gradually 
covered the shipwreck, and currents 
pushed it into a sharp bend on the 
western bank. So in 1965 when natural 
gas pipeline workers arrived at the 
riverbank, then owned by Avery Preston 
Parker, they didn’t know they were 
standing on top of a steamboat buried 
30 feet below. They had a job to do—lay 
a 30-inch pipeline under the Trinity. 
When their drag bucket tore into the 
bank, it cut the Black Cloud in half. 
Surprised workers pulled several items 
from the ship and finished laying the 
pipeline through the heart of the wreck, 
now exposed to the river once again.

In the mid-1970s the Texas Antiquities 
Committee used a magnetometer to 
confirm the exact location of the Black 
Cloud in preparation for a second 
pipeline being laid downstream. At the 
time local attorney and history buff, 
Charles W. Fisher, noted seeing the 
ship rising slightly above waterline, but 
within a year the visible timbers had 
washed away.

The most complete shipwreck 
investigation came in 1978 in an early 
survey of what became the Institute of 
Nautical Archaeology at Texas A&M 
University. Despite limited visibility, 
divers explored the well-preserved 
portions of the hull and made detailed 
drawings of what they found. The 
pipeline still subdivided the ship, with 
the bow (front) shifted one way and 
stern (rear) shifted another. The Aggie 
team removed some wooden and metal 
artifacts for analysis and conservation. 

By 1980 the Trinity had eaten so deeply 
into its western bank that the pipeline 
was threatened. The erosion also 
uncovered a few riverboat treasures, 
explains Douglas Parker of Livingston, 
who by then had bought the west-bank 
wreck-site property from his uncle, A.P. 
Parker. “Part of the bank caved off, and 
we found most of an old whiskey keg 
from the shipwreck,” he recalled. Parker 
sometimes sealed a flashlight in a plastic 
bag and used the makeshift underwater 
light to inspect the ship’s heart-of-pine 
deck boards and handmade bricks 
where the steam boiler once sat. “My 
neighbor on the east bank, (former 
Texas Governor) Price Daniel, loved to 
come over to check out the wreck site,” 
Parker added.

In order to secure the threatened 
pipeline, the natural gas company 
erected a series of semi-permeable 
jetties in the river, but only after 
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[pHoto, above] model of steamboat Black Cloud in the steamboat 
era exhibit at sam Houston regional library in liberty.

[pHoto, left] exhibit on steamboat era at sam 
Houston regional library in liberty; anchor is believed 
to be from cleona, with other artifacts, including the 
anchor chain from the Black Cloud.

another Texas A&M team used divers 
and remote sensing devices to resurvey 
the wreck. Two further studies in the 
1990s—using both divers and side-
scan sonar—found the wreck little 
changed. In fact, the jetties seem to 
protect both the buried pipeline and 
the mostly-buried shipwreck, according 
to a National Park Service report that 
led to a 1992 addition of the site to the 
National Register of Historic Places.

A Water Legacy
Records show that a dozen or more 
steamboats sank in the Trinity River 
during the 1800s. None have been rescued 
from their watery graves. But drop by the 
Sam Houston Regional Library in Liberty, 
and you can learn about the Black Cloud 
and even see some artifacts saved from 
the wreck, including ship chains, square 
nails, a pulley, bolt and wrench. Display 
cases feature several riverboat scale 
models, including the Black Cloud. 

You can also check out the steamboat 
era exhibit at Livingston’s Polk County 
Museum, which also features a few 
Black Cloud relics, including a hand-
forged bolt, wheel and lead line, plus 
a piece of ship timber. You can even 
see part of the paddle wheel on display 
at the Old School Museum in Dayton, 
said David Parker, past president of 
the Dayton Historical Society. Parker 
said part of the Black Cloud was visible 
several years ago when drought lowered 
the river just off County Road 643 
(River Boat Bend) in an area served by 
Sam Houston Electric Cooperative.

Undoubtedly the finest artifact from the 
historic shipwreck, however, rests in 
the bell tower of Liberty’s First United 
Methodist Church. According to the late 
Liberty historian, Charles W. Fisher, 
when the Black Cloud went down in 
1873, her owner removed the ship’s 
brass bell and gave it to the church. For 

the next 140 years, and still counting, 
the bell has called the faithful to service. 
Likewise, to those who know the story 
of the venerable Black Cloud, the 
bell also tolls for a distant time when 
commerce flowed the twists and turns 
of the mighty Trinity.

[pHoto, above] the polk county memorial 
museum exhibit on steamboats on the trinity 
river includes artifacts recovered from the 
sunken Black Cloud steamboat, which still 
is submerged in the trinity river. pictured:  
hand-forged bolts and wheel.
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3 Step Waterless Car Wash
178 Rainbow Drive, #7893
Livingston, TX 77399
(936) 933-2247
www.3stepwaterlesscarwash.com
Offer: Two microfiber towels with purchase. 

A-1 Tree Service
6831 FM 3081
Willis, TX 77378
(936) 767-3979
www.a-1treeservice.net
Offer: 10% discount

A-Z Tire & Battery Inc.
1205 North Washington 
Livingston, TX 77351

(936) 327-7032
www.atoztire.com 
Offer: 5% discount, excluding special orders.

AAA Lawn Maintenance & More
PO Box 656
Onalaska, TX 77360
(936) 646-3169
Offer: Last month free with signed one-year 
service agreement.

Absolute Drug & Alcohol Testing
1687 Hwy 59 North
Cleveland, TX 77328
(281) 432-0100
www.absolutedrugtesting.com
Offer: 10% discount on all services.

Avon - Nancy Petersen
152 West Dove
Livingston, TX 77351
(936) 327-0150
www.avonbeautysite.com
Offer: $2 off an Avon kit sign-up; 10% 
discount on purchases up to $25; 15% on 
$25-49; 20% on more than $50

Avon - Marie Sanchez Castecka
907 Avenue M
Huntsville, TX 77320
(936) 439-0885
www.youravon.com/mcastecka
Offer: 8.250% discount

Avon - Tish Humphrey
10535 FM 1097 West
Willis, TX 77318
(936) 890-7299
www.youravon.com/Lhumphrey
Offer: 10% discount on orders up to $30. 
20% discount on more than $30.

B&B Stake Company
PO Box 604
Livingston, TX 77351
(936) 327-2161
Offer: 0.5% discount

B.S.M. Construction
PO Box 1472
Willis, TX 77378 
(936) 718-6800
Offer: 10% discount

Bauer Carpet Cleaning & Restoration
2810Hwy 190 West
Livingston, TX 77351
(936) 327-6110
Offer: 10% discount (residential only)

Best Air Conditioning & Heating
3464 Hwy 190 West
Livingston, TX 77351
(936) 967-4444
Offer: 10% discount on parts & supplies on 
repairs; $300 off purchase price of 14SEER 
or higher.

Best Western Livingston Inn & Suites
335 Hwy 59 Loop South
Livingston, TX 77351
(936) 327-8500
Offer: 15% discount

This holiday season, let Sam Houston Electric Cooperative’s Co-op 
Connections Card help you save on everything from the tree, to the 
trimmings, to the gifts underneath. For even more Co-op Connections 

offers, visit www.connections.coop/samhoustonec.

Your Holiday 
Savings Guide!
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Brook Place Apartments
5020 Sam Houston Avenue
Huntsville, TX 77340
(936) 436-0900
www.brookplace.info
Offer: Waived $35 application fee and $100 
admin fee.

Budget Rent-A-Car
2948 I-45 North, Suite 300 
Conroe, TX 77303
(936) 788-1593
Offer: 10-20% discount off retail rates.

Cake Creations by Kathy Jo
244 McCarthy Road
Livingston, TX 77351
(936) 223-2203
www.cakesbykj.com
Offer: 10% discount on $30 or more.

Candilicious Creations
185 Natchez Road
Livingston, TX 77351
(936) 327-9203
www.pineywoodsindustries.com
Offer: 10% discount. Use code 010411.

Carol Bond Health Foods
334 Main Street
Liberty, TX 77575 
(936) 336-9001
Toll-free: 1-800-833-8282
www.carolbond.com
Offer: 20% discount on supplements.

Chem-Dry of Montgomery County
1081 Shadow Glenn Drive
Conroe, TX 77301
(936) 441-7766
www.chem-dry.net/montgomerycounty.tx
Offer: $20 discount on purchases of $99 or 
more at regular price.

Chic Boutique
154 Mockingbird Lane
Livingston, TX 77351
(936) 327-9100
Offer: 10% on purchases of $20 or more.

CNS Treasure Chest
12426 Hwy 105 East
Conroe, TX 77388
(936) 441-2139
Offer: 20% discount on $20 or more.

Colvin Auto Parts / NAPA
520 West Church Street
Livingston, TX 77351
936-327-NAPA
Offer: 10% discount (non-commercial)

Cowboy Kia of Conroe
1604 I-45 N, Conroe, TX 77301
(936) 521-2150
www.cowboykia.com
Offer: Discount on new/used vehicles up to 
$500. Free 27-point inspection.

Davis Doors
911 CR 2276
Cleveland, TX 77327 
(281) 659-9072 
www.davisoverheaddoors.org
Offer: 5% discount on labor.

Davis Real Estate Services
406 North Temple
Caldwell, TX 77836
(936) 739-1867
www.davispropertiestexas.com
Offer: $100 discount on any real estate we sell.

Denim and Diamonds Pre-School
9309 State Hwy 75 South, #106 
New Waverly, TX 77358
(936) 344-2747
Offer: 10% discount on fee of oldest child 
(or) one free week with paid fees.

Downtown Treasures
400 North Washington
Livingston, TX 77351
(936) 327-7740
Offer: 10% off non-sale items.

EASCO Total Comfort
2815 Montgomery Road
Huntsville, TX 77340
(936) 295-3333
www.eascoair.com
Offer: $15 discount on spring and fall 
service check.

Feren & Company
221 Rainbow Drive, #12169
Livingston, TX 77399
(936) 236-1206
www.ferenandcompany.com
Offer: Last bracket pricing on all Norwood 
or Bic Graphic promotional products.

Floor Care & Interior
6738 US Hwy 190 East
Livingston, TX 77351
(936) 563-4954
www.floorcareinterior.com
Offer: 10% discount on materials

From Our Heart to Yours
15283 Holly Lane
Conroe, TX 77303
(936) 264-2918
Offer: 10% discount 

Futral Financial Services
320 Clayton Lane
Livingston, TX 77351
(936) 563-3472
Offer: 10% discount on tax prep fees.

Graphic Design Group
414 Oak Hill Drive
Conroe, TX 77304
(936) 760-3355
www.graphicdesigngroup.net
Offer: 10% discount, before tax, on all 
design services.

GuardTech Pest Management
11528 FM 1484 Rd 
Conroe, TX 77303
(936) 264-4342
www.guardtechpest.com
Offer: 10% discount

Guardian Chimney Sweep, LLC
9836 Finch Court
Conroe, TX 77385
(936) 271-9781
www.guardianchimneysweep.net
Offer: $25 off cleaning and inspection of 
chimney—regular price $120.

HBI Office Solutions Inc.
308 Hwy 75 North
Huntsville, TX 77320
(800) 871-5183
www.hbi-inc.com
Offer: 10% discount on all orders. 

There’s Even More Savings!
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Integrity Drug Screening
624 West Polk Street
Livingston, TX 77351
(936) 327-3398
Offer: 20% discount 

Joey Slott’s Right-of-Way Clearing
83 Mount Zion Road
New Waverly, TX 77358
(936) 788-4049
Offer: $50 discount

Junktique Antiques & Collectibles
2145 North Wheeler Street
Jasper, TX 75951
(409) 384-4166
www.junktiquetx.com
Offer: One free Rada Cutlery knife

Kate & Company Design 
Livingston, TX 77351
(936) 327-2246
www.katecodesign.com
Offer: 10% discount on design and 
photography services.

Key Real Estate Inspections
156 Sandpiper Drive
Livingston, TX 77351
(936) 328-0217
Offer: 10% discount on inspections.

Kids Only Child Care Centers
201 Enterprise Row, Suite 10
Conroe, TX 77301
(936) 539-6659
kidsonlychildcareandlearningcenter.com
Offer: 10% discount

Kountry Klutter Gifts & Accessories
1755 US Hwy 190
Huntsville, TX 77320
(936) 718-4220
Offer: 10% discount

Lake Livingston Property (REMAX)
155 Goldenrod
Livingston, TX 77351
(936) 577-1096
www.lakelivingstonproperty.com
Offer: Free home evaluation and 1% 
discount on commission.

Mark’s Painting & Drywall
12771 Royal Green

Conroe, TX 77303
(936) 203-2186
Offer: 10% discount

Milk & Honey Bakery
PO Box 7348
Cut-N-Shoot, TX 77306
(936) 777-0901
www.milkandhoneybakery.net
Offer: 10-15% discount 

Mobile Merchant Machines
320 Clayton Lane
Livingston, TX 77351
(936) 435-4203
www.myfreemerchantaccount.com
Offer: $25 off application fee and free 
equipment.

Montgomery County Music Center
930 West Dallas Street
Conroe, TX 77301
(936) 756-0252
www.conroemusiccenter.com
Offer: 10% discount

New Source Energy Constructors Inc.
302D West Plum
Daisetta, TX 77533
(936) 334-1113
www.nseci.com
Offer: $15 off preventative maintenance or 
repair of stand by generator.

New Way Printing
113 North Danville Street
Willis, TX 77378
(936) 890-2700
www.newwayprinting.com
Offer: 15% discount

Onalaska Glass & Mobile Home Supplies
13451 Hwy 190 West, Suite 106
Onalaska, TX 77360
(936) 646-5594
www.onalaskaglass.com
Offer: 10% discount on all merchandise and 
labor, excluding special orders. 

Pace Portraits
10 Forest Drive
Livingston, TX 77351
(936) 827-9707
www.paceportraits.net
Offer: 10% discount on your purchase.

Panhead Soil
8771 Hwy 190 West
Livingston, TX 77351
(936) 646-2661
Offer: $5 discount on purchases over $50.

Polk County Limo Service
1141 FM 2457
Livingston, TX 77351
(936) 425-5989
Offer: 5% discount

P&H Builders Supply Inc.
2516 North Main Street
Liberty, TX 77575
(936) 336-5717
Offer: One free 25-foot tape measure.

R.E. Appraisals
PO Box 471
Coldspring, TX 77331
(281) 592-1748
Offer: $50 discount on appraisals.

Red Wing Shoes
2105-D West Davis Street
Conroe, TX 77304
(936) 539-2668
Offer: 10% discount

Rock’n E RV Park
5221 FM 222
Coldspring, TX 77331
(936) 653-8024
www.rocknervpark.com
Offer: 10% discount 

Scharlach & Associates
2200 N FM 3083 West
Conroe, TX 77356 
(713) 825-8647
www.myredrealtyteam.com
Offer: Free one year home warranty with the 
purchase of a home ($375 value). 

Sew Enchanted Dream Quilting
152 West Dove
Livingston, TX 77351
(936) 327-0150
www.sewenchanteddream.com
Offer: 10% off long arm quilting charges.

Simpson Hearing Center
1105 West Church Street 
Livingston, TX 77351
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(936) 327-3818
www.simpsonhearingcenters.com
Offer: Free hearing test; 25% discount on 
MSRP on all new hearing aid fittings.

Speed Printing of Conroe Inc.
1105 West Dallas
Conroe, TX 77301
(936) 539-2243
www.speedprinting.net
Offer: 25% off list price catalog—printing, 
office supplies, furniture. UPS delivery 
available. 

Stone Electrical Service Co.
11492 Post Oak Road
Willis, TX 77318
(281) 924-9168
Offer: 15% off on first service call, plus 
15% on service change or panel upgrade.

Sue’s Boutique on the Lake
14011 Hwy 190 West
Onalaska, TX 77360
(936) 646-7175
Offer: 25% off all regular-priced items.

Thomas Mercantile
2464 Old Hwy 35 North
Livingston, TX 77351
(936) 967-5333
Offer: 10% off any purchase, exluding 
sale items.

TJ’s Services
134 PR 8635
Spurger, TX 77660
(409) 209-1564
www.beaumontcleaningservice.com
Offer: 10% discount

Visual Eyes
117 Southpoint Loop, Suite 200
Livingston, TX 77351
(936) 327-9747
Offer: 5% discount on eyeglasses.

Willis Curves
10535 FM 1097 West
Willis, TX 77318
(936) 890-7299
Website: www.williscurves.com
Offer: 50% off sign-up fee (12-month 

check draft only), 10% off supplements for 
first year.

Winnaway Bed & Breakfast
5681 FM 1746
Woodville, TX 75979
(409) 331-9944 
www.winnawaybedbreakfast.com
Offer: $5 discount on regular room rate.

Woodsy Hallow Campground & 
RV Resort
248 Woodsy Hallow
Goodrich, TX 77335
(936) 365-2267
www.woodsyhollow.com
Offer: 10% discount on a night’s stay.

For even more Co-op 
Connections offers, visit 
www.connections.coop/

samhoustonec.

Pharmacy Discount Program 
You can receive free prescription drug 
discounts when you use your Co-op 
Connections Card. This added benefit can 
save you 10 to 85 percent on prescription 
drugs at more than 60,000 national 
and regional pharmacy locations. Use 
your Card at chain stores including CVS, 
Walgreens, Walmart, Target and many more. 
You can even save at more than 20,000 
independently-owned locations as well.

Search online to find discounted prices on 
prescriptions by simply visiting 
www.rxpricequotes.com. You may also find 
a list of participating pharmacy locations at 
www.locateproviders.com. Use the group, 
member and bin numbers located on the 
back of your Co-op Connections Card.

My VIP Savings
Sam Houston EC members can take 
advantage of special savings at more than 
1,000 online stores including Walmart, Best 
Buy and Target. Best of all, participants 
will receive cash back on every qualifying 
purchase. It’s easy to start saving. All you 
have to do is visit www.connections.coop/
samhoustonec, and click on the “My VIP 
Savings” link. After registering, users will 
automatically earn cash back rewards and 
get access to special money-saving deals.

Healthy Savings Discounts 
This program offers significant savings 
on lab and imaging services, chiropractic, 
dental, vision and hearing care. The new 
Healthy Savings package is available 
at no cost to members. Go online and 
visit www.healthysavings.coop, print out 
your membership card and show it at 
participating providers along with your 
Co-op Connections Card. To locate providers 
that participate in the Healthy Savings 
program, call 1-800-800-7616, or visit the 
website listed above.

If you’d like to join, download a 
participating business application from 
www.samhouston.net. If you have any 
questions, contact Sam Houston Electric 
Cooperative at 1-800-458-0381 or email 
us at connections@samhouston.net.

Could Your 
Business Use Some 
Free Advertising?
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