Sam Houston Electric Cooperative

A Day in the Life Of
Communications Specialist

“When largescale outages
occur,” Scott said,
“communications
specialists are always
posting updates
on the restoration
process—whether it’s
day or night.”

It’s hard to define the role of a
Sam Houston Electric Cooperative
communications specialist. It goes far
beyond engaging members on social
media, supporting community events
or even showing up in the byline of a
newspaper article.
Though no two days are ever alike, join
us as we give you a glimpse into a day in
the life of a communications specialist.
“Many tasks in the communications
department are a 24/7 responsibility,”
said Mary Kate Scott, CCC, Sam Houston
Electric Cooperative communications
specialist since 2008.
Scott said one of those 24/7 tasks
includes monitoring the Cooperative’s
social media accounts to ensure
members’ posts receive timely
responses and the discussion is in
compliance with Sam Houston EC’s
social media policy.
Speaking of social media, Scott said
Facebook and Twitter have become
key components in the Cooperative’s
overall communications strategy. A
communications specialist updates the
Cooperative’s social media accounts on
a daily basis to ensure fresh, engaging
content is always available.

Twitter: @SamHoustonEC • Facebook.com/SamHoustonEC

The bulk of
communications
specialist duties,
however, are tasks
that are very deadline-driven. On a
monthly basis, content for the employee
newsletter, The Wire, Texas Co-op Power
magazine and The Current e-newsletter
must be planned, researched, written
and photographed. Of course, after the
content is ready to go, the layout must
be designed and proofed multiple times
before it ever goes to print.
“Planning is key to our monthly
publications,” Scott said. “We must
ensure our content is relevant and
timely to our readers, but we’ve also got
to be flexible in case unexpected news
needs to be shared.”
In addition, communications specialists
are responsible for producing several
special projects every year, including
the Board of Director election ballot,
calendar and member handbook, print
advertisements and the annual report.
Planning for these projects starts
anywhere from one year to six months
in advance.
“Each project starts with several
brainstorming and planning sessions,”
Scott said. “We usually come up with
multiple routes for the project to take.
We’ll further develop two to three
concepts, and ultimately pick the
strongest one.”

Content, including copy and photos, is
carefully crafted and selected to best
support the overall message of the
publication. Next year, Sam Houston EC
will celebrate 75 years of service. Scott
explained that each publication would
reflect a continuing theme of celebration
of the Co-op’s rich heritage in East Texas.
Even though Sam Houston EC members
won’t see the 2014 calendar and
member handbook until late 2013, the
planning for this particular project
began months earlier.
“The creative process is similar to that
of our monthly publications,” Scott
said. “However, our larger publications
require more planning, more in-depth
development and additional proofing
and editing before they hit the press.”
For communications specialists,
planning doesn’t stop with publications.
Each year, Sam Houston EC hosts its
Annual Meeting of Members, and the
Co-op’s communications department
is behind the annual production. From
promotion, planning and logistics, to
coordinating and managing the event,
communications specialists exercise
their talents when hosting more than
1,500 Co-op members.
Scott, like many of her Co-op coworkers,
represents Sam Houston EC on
statewide and national platforms as
well. With her Certified Cooperative
Communicator credentials from
the Council of Rural Electric
Communicators and the National
Rural Electric Cooperative Association,
Scott serves on the program’s board of
directors. She also serves on an advisory
committee for Touchstone Energy
Cooperatives, for which Sam Houston
EC is a partner.
[PHOTO] Sam Houston EC communications
specialist Mary Kate Scott, CCC, rehearses
a presentation with coworkers that she’ll
make at the statewide Texas Member
Services Conference in San Antonio in late
October 2013.
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Sam Houston Electric Cooperative

Co-op Connections

Protect Your Home from Electrical Fires

Your Co-op
Connections Card
is full of savings!
Find out where
you can save at
www.connections.coop/samhoustonec.
Here are just a few of our local offers.
New Source Energy Constructors
302D West Plum, Daisetta, TX 77533
Hours: M-Sat, 8-6; 24-hour emergency
936-334-1113
www.nseci.com
Offer: $15 off preventative maintenance
or repair of stand-by generator.
TJ’s Services
134 PR 8635, Spurger, TX 77660
Hours: 7-7
409-209-1564
www.beaumontcleaningservice.com
Offer: 10% discount
Thomas Mercantile
2464 Old Hwy 35 North
Livingston, TX 77351
Hours: Th-Sat, 10-6
936-967-5333
Offer: 10% discount, excluding sale items.

CONSERVATION
Timers make an
empty home look
occupied. If kids
are still running
in and out,
however, timers
aren’t as effective
as occupancy
sensors. To save
on lighting costs, plug timers into a
wall outlet or install them in the wall,
like a light switch or thermostat. New
varieties are digital.
For more ways to save in your home,
visit TogetherWeSave.com.
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Each year, electrical failures and
malfunctions cause 43,900 home fires,
resulting in 438 deaths, 1,430 injuries,
and $1.47 billion in property damage.
But many home electrical fires can be
prevented simply by understanding
basic electrical safety principles and
following safe practices.
The Electrical Safety Foundation
International (ESFI) and the National
Fire Protection Association (NFPA)
have teamed up to offer safety tips to
help protect your home and family:
• Safety should always be the top
priority when working with
electricity. ESFI recommends that
a qualified, licensed electrician
perform all home electrical work in
compliance with local and national
safety standards.
• Consider having your circuit breakers
replaced with arc fault circuit
interrupters (AFCIs), which provide
enhanced electrical fire protection by
detecting dangerous arcing conditions.
• Make sure all electrical panel circuits
are properly labeled. Always replace
fuses or circuit breakers with the
correct size and amperage.
• Keep the area around the electrical
panel clear so you can easily shut off
power in an emergency.
• Every month, use the TEST button
to check that ground fault circuit
interrupters (GFCIs) at outlets and
AFCIs are working properly.
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•  Be mindful of warning
signs of an electrical
problem, such as outlets
and switches that are
warm or make crackling,
sizzling or buzzing noises.
•  Regularly check cords,
outlets, switches and
appliances for signs
of damage. Do not use
damaged electrical
devices. Discard them.
•   Do not use extension
cords on a permanent basis, and
never use them with space heaters or
air conditioners.
• Avoid overloading outlets.
• Do not use lightbulbs that exceed the
recommended wattage of the light
fixture or lamp.
Despite your best efforts at prevention,
a fire could still happen. Follow these
tips to make sure your family is
prepared to make a safe escape:
• Install smoke alarms inside each
bedroom, outside each sleeping area,
and on every level of the home.
• Test smoke alarms every month by
pushing the TEST button.
• Create a family fire escape plan that
includes two ways out of each room.
• Pick an easy-to-find meeting place
outside, and a safe distance from
your home.
• Practice your escape plan by having
at least two fire drills a year. One fire
drill should be at night while your
family is sleeping.
• If anyone in your household is deaf,
or if your own hearing is diminished,
consider installing a smoke alarm
that uses a flashing light or vibration
to alert you to a fire emergency.
Visit www.esfi.org for more home
electrical safety information.
Source: Electrical Safety Foundation
International, National Fire Protection
Association for Fire Prevention Week

www.samhouston.net

Co-op News

Giving Thanks to Those Who Serve

Meeting Location Change

one involves thanking others for making
sacrifices on our behalf. This day falls on
November 11, and it recognizes the men
and women who have protected the
freedoms we all enjoy.
This Veterans Day, Sam Houston EC
encourages you to thank the people
you know—family members, friends
or acquaintances—who have worn the
uniform and served this country in
the military. No matter the branch of
service or the conflict, we all owe these
people our gratitude for preserving and
defending our great nation.

November, as you undoubtedly know,
is a month in which Americans give
thanks. Naturally, what comes to mind
is the holiday at the end of the month,
when many gather with family and
friends to count their blessings and
enjoy a shared feast.
We can all think of many reasons to
be thankful, including the fact that
we are proud to serve the members of
Sam Houston Electric Cooperative, a
business that exists to serve others.
However, there is another opportunity
in the month to give thanks, and this

In honor of Veterans Day, Sam Houston
EC asks that you join us in saluting all
those who have served in the U.S. armed
forces and those who continue to serve.
At Sam Houston EC, we are proud to
work alongside many fine people who
have demonstrated their dedication
to protecting the ideals of the United
States. It is a debt that we cannot repay,
but one that we can honor by sharing
with them our thanks.
[PHOTO] Join the Board of Directors
and employees of Sam Houston Electric
Cooperative on Veterans Day in recognizing
current and past members of the U.S.
military and the sacrifices they have made
to protect our freedoms.

Nov. 12, 2013,
Sam Houston
Electric
Cooperative will
host memberowners once
again at the
Annual Meeting, but at a different
location this year.
The Sam Houston EC Board of
Directors, employees and members
will come together at the new Polk

County Commerce Center

in Livingston. The meeting will begin
at 2:30 p.m.
There is plenty of parking close to the
Commerce Center, which is located
at 1015 North 59 Loop in Livingston
(entrance at Pedigo Park). Shuttles will
be available from the parking area to
the facility.
All Sam Houston EC members who
attend the Annual Meeting will be
eligible to win one of dozens of great
prizes in our door prize drawing.
Join us for an afternoon of
entertainment, prizes and a chance to
learn about Sam Houston EC’s plans
for the future. We hope to see you there
in November!
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They’re a far cry from Wilbur the pig in Charlotte’s Web and the
market hogs shown at the county fair. They’re wild-eyed, wire-haired
creatures with tusks that’ll make you shake in your boots when they go bump in the night.
Feral hogs have become a nuisance and, given their adaptability and high rate of reproduction,
they’re thriving in Texas like never before. In 2012, Texas AgriLife Extension estimated the feral
hog density to be between 8.6 and 16.4 hogs per square mile—making the statewide population
anywhere from 1.8 to 3.4 million hogs. If you’ve spent much time in rural areas or talked to
many rural residents, you’ve likely heard stories about the damage feral hogs can cause—tearing
up pastures, demolishing crops, destroying fences and damaging water quality. And, with an
estimated annual $52 million in damage in Texas alone, according to a Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension Service survey, it’s easy to see why landowners are concerned.
Though the words “feral hog” leave a bad taste in the mouths of most Texans these days, these
non-native creatures have an interesting history and importance in the settling of the beautiful
state we call home.
How’d They Get Here?
Around 8,000 to 10,000 years ago, it is believed that pigs were domesticated in both Europe and
Asia. Polynesian immigrants are believed to have brought domesticated pigs to Hawaii somewhere
around 750-1000 AD.
Christopher Columbus, who was documented bringing eight hogs to the West Indies in 1493, brought
the first hogs to the New World. Hogs from this population were then imported into the continental
United States with early Spanish explorers to Florida. Hernando de Soto, a Spanish conquistador, is
credited as the first explorer to bring hogs to Florida in 1539.
These early explorers brought hogs with them because they provided an important and, due to
their rapid reproduction rate, easily replinishable source of food and lard. Hogs essentially served
as a traveling food source for the expeditions.
For the same reasons, early settlers of Texas—including LaSalle’s attempt to colonize the Texas
coast, and Stephen F. Austin’s colonies along the Brazos, Colorado and San Bernard rivers—
brought hogs along with them. And these settlers didn’t just keep a few hogs on hand—in an 1834
census, Nacogdoches recorded having 60,000 hogs.
Hogs in these early settlements were often allowed to roam free, being rounded up using corn as
an enticement and shot in order to have fresh meat. Of course, some hogs strayed, likely beginning
the first wild hog population in Texas. This population only grew when hostility between Texas
and Mexico caused many settlers to flee their homes, leaving their livestock to fend for themselves.
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[Photos, above, left to right] Hopeful hunters often come across images
on their game cameras of feral hogs scavenging corn intended for deer.
[PHOTO 2] “Hog wallers” around ponds are a big indicator of feral hogs
for landowners. [PHOTO 3] Wild pigs are the most prolific animals on
earth! Sows have an average of 1.5 litters per year with an average of five
to six pigs per litter.
[PHOTO, opposite, below] After a roll in the mud, feral hogs are notorious
for rubbing up against nearby trees. The height of the mud gives the
landowner an idea of how large the hogs are, but more importantly, the
rubbings can cause damage to the tree.

Population Boom
“The feral hog population was stable in our area up until about
10 years ago,” said Chris Gregory, Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department wildlife biologist headquartered in Livingston.
The Texas population boom of the past 10 years, and their
presence across much of the United States, can be attributed
to the feral hog’s ability to adapt to almost any environment.
Though hogs are mainly found in rural areas, brave feral hogs
are beginning to edge up to urban areas on the outskirts of
towns—even in areas like The Woodlands.
“Anywhere that they can find a little cover and a little habitat,
they’ll find a way to survive,” Gregory said. “We even trapped
one outside of First National Bank in Livingston several
years ago.”
Feral hogs tend to be nomadic in nature. While male boars
are solitary and travel alone, others travel in a group,
called a sounder, consisting of a female sow, her young
and sometimes their offspring. Though a sounder’s home
territory can range from 5,000 to 70,000 acres, they will
travel to wherever they can find a food source—which, with
the omnivorous feral hog, can be almost anything.
22
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In addition to being nomadic, feral hogs are notoriously
secretive. Though they have bad eyesight, their sense of smell is
very good—some reports say that a feral hog can sense an odor
from five to seven miles away and up to 25 feet underground!
Their elusive nature also makes it difficult to establish an
accurate population count, Gregory said. TPWD estimates an
average of 2.6 million hogs in Texas—of course, as an estimate,
the real number could be much higher or lower.
Why is the population just now growing so out of control?
In addition to their ability to rapidly reproduce, there are
two other major culprits: land management practices and
eradication of disease.
The development of rural Texas and improvements in
rangeland management practices have actually benefitted the
feral hog population. Improved rangeland has created more
desirable and beneficial habitats for hogs across the state, thus
aiding in strengthening the population.
The eradication of the screwworm and other swine diseases
has also aided in population growth. Advances in veterinary
medicine for domestic swine have eliminated or severely
reduced exposure of feral hogs to diseases that used to keep
the population in check. Because of this, hogs are now free to
reproduce at a much higher rate than ever before.
Damages Caused
With increasing populations of feral hogs comes increases
in the amount of destruction they can cause—today, that’s
an estimated $52 million of damage in Texas annually.
However, due to the fact that damage estimates are based upon
population “guestimates,” this is not a definite number.
But just how do they create such a costly problem? Feral
hogs often cause extensive damage by rooting, trampling and

www.samhouston.net

Wild boars, pigs, feral hogs, pineywoods rooters (and likely a few other names we can’t
repeat)—these creatures seem to have a plethora of names. Domesticated swine that were
either released (sometimes for hunting purposes) or escaped into the wild are referred to as
feral or wild hogs.
The Eurasian wild boar is native to much of Northern and Central Europe. In the 1930s and
1940s, there were several reports of these exotic wild boars being imported to the U.S. for
hunting and eventually escaping, forming a wild population and breeding with existing
domestic and feral hog populations. The domestic swine and the Eurasian wild boar belong
to the Sus scrofa genus and species. Because they belong to the same species, much
interbreeding has occurred over the years, creating many hybrids of the two.
Early on, the Eurasian wild boar’s genetics likely influenced the appearance of hybrids with
domestic hogs. However, so much interbreeding has occurred that little physical influence
from the Eurasian wild boar remains in today’s wild hogs.

feeding on crops—in East Texas, Gregory said that these crops are predominately hay
fields. Hogs are also a costly problem for the timber industry as their rubbing on and
rooting around seedlings and even mature pine trees can ultimately kill the tree.
Contrary to what most people think, feral hogs are not violent creatures—unless, of
course, they’re trapped and threatened, or a sow feels that her young are in danger.
True to their elusive nature, feral hogs would much rather run than fight. Gregory said
that hogs mainly harm other wildlife indirectly, through habitat destruction and by
damaging water quality.

Lifespan: Average lifespan, under
good conditions, is four to eight years.
Litter: Wild pigs are the most prolific
animals on earth! Sows have an average
of 1.5 litters per year with an average of
five to six pigs per litter.

Since they occupy the same habitats, feral hogs compete with other wildlife, like deer,
for food sources including acorns, fruits and supplemental food sources, such as corn or
protein supplements from a deer feeder. Hogs also root around creeks, ponds and rivers
for food sources, disrupting the soil, accelerating erosion and degrading water quality.

Weight: Though feral hogs weighing
500 pounds or more are possible, the
average feral hog weights are 200
pounds for adult males and 175 pounds
for adult females.

A wire fence is no match for a feral hog on the hunt for a food source. Feral hogs easily
tear apart a fence and create a hole or lift the fence up off of the ground to gain access
to the area. For landowners with smaller livestock or dogs, this can allow animals to
escape, creating an even more costly problem.

Size: An average mature feral hog
will reach a shoulder height of about
36 inches.

With the feral hog habitat expanding into more urban and suburban areas, their
extensive rooting also causes problems for lawns, cemeteries, golf courses, parks, sports
fields and other landscaped areas.

Appearance: Stiff, wiry hair. Long
whiskers. Straight tail. Four tusks (two
on top, two on bottom) that sharpen
from their continuous contact. Black,
red, white or spotted in color.

What’s Next?
With an expanding population and costly damage, efforts to control the Texas feral hog
population have stepped up in recent years.
“There is no silver bullet,” Gregory said. “When it comes to controlling or eradicating a
population, a landowner must use a multi-pronged, prolonged approach.”
The most common means of population control involves trapping, hunting and using
dogs as a deterrent—however, these efforts alone will not solve a landowner’s feral hog
problem. Feral hogs are known to be one of the most intelligent creatures around—
which goes far in explaining their ability to adapt to almost any environment.
“There are two kinds of landowners in Texas: those who have a feral hog problem and
those who will soon have a feral hog problem,” Gregory said.
Landowners can find information on methods for controlling their feral hog population
at local Texas A&M AgriLife Extension offices or Texas Parks and Wildlife offices and
their respective websites.
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Good Habits
w w w. s a m h o u s t o n . n e t

Caulking can lower heating
and cooling costs and improve the overall
comfort in your home. Seal around window casings to
reduce air infiltration and your energy consumption.

