
 It’s a story that begIns in darkness and ends in light. 
generations of rural americans struggled to “get lights” and bring 
the wonders of electricity to the vast areas not served in the United 
states. how these residents accomplished that goal is a true story 
of trial and triumph. the people of rural america needed electric 
power. our founding members dreamed of bringing “power to the 
people.” and so they did.
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handle electrical plugs, outlets, switches 
and other devices. Keep in mind, talking 
to your children about electrical safety 
should also include fun activities 
and facts about the basics—what is 
electricity, the need to respect its power 
and how to use it efficiently as they 
study, work and play. 

As we all know, kids will 
be kids. Getting them to 
show interest in some of 
these lessons won’t be 
easy. Just remember that 
what your children learn 
from you today can be a 
lifesaver later. 

They’ll remember those lessons when 
they encounter potential hazards 
like downed power lines in their 

Teach Your children 
abouT elecTrical SafeTY

Electricity is a dynamic power source. 
We live our lives surrounded by it, 
but sometimes we forget just how 
dangerous electricity can be. Many home 
electrical fires can be prevented when we 
understand and practice electrical safety. 
This is especially true for our youngest 
Co-op members. 

Electrical safety should be top-of-
mind throughout the year, not just in 
May during National Electrical Safety 
Month. From online learning to safety 
demonstrations at our local schools, 
Sam Houston Electric Cooperative 
offers many value-added benefits to 
help teach youngsters about electricity. 
But as your child’s first and most 
important teacher, perhaps it’s time 
to have a talk with your sons and 
daughters to reinforce those lessons. 

Start at an early age, teaching them 
about the physical dangers associated 
with electrical components and how to 

injurieS can be prevenTed wiTh Safe pracTiceS
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path, playing hide-and-seek behind 
those big metal electrical boxes in the 
neighborhood or being tempted to 
clamber up a utility pole.  

Gather your youngsters around the 
kitchen table or on the front porch—
some of the best teachable moments 
about electrical safety can happen in 
and around your home. Look around. 
There are plenty of opportunities to 
demonstrate safety that are as close as 
the electrical outlet on your living room 
wall. For example, show young children 
how plugs work, and let them know that 
even if they are curious about the slits of 
an electrical outlet, nothing else should 
be placed inside. 

Each year about 2,400 children end up 
in the emergency room after suffering 
injuries caused by inserting objects—
paper clips, pens, screws, nails, forks, 
hair pins, coins and more—into electrical 
receptacles. That’s about seven children 
a day who sustain injuries ranging from 
electric shock to burns.

But this isn’t the only electrical mishap 
that impacts youngsters. Our reliance 
on electronics and gadgets has left both 
youngsters and their parents at risk 
when they overcrowd electrical outlets, 
continue to use frayed wires, place 
devices near liquids or leave electronics 
on for long periods of time. Some of 
the same guidelines Sam Houston 
EC offers to protect adults also help 
protect children. We should all set good 
examples for our youngsters.

Supplement your lessons at home 
with resources galore; including 
those provided by Sam Houston EC. 
The Electrical Safety Foundational 
International (www.esfi.org) is among 
the many national organizations 
offering free kits, videos and interactive 
online tools that make learning and 
practicing electrical safety fun for you 
and your children. And as they grow 
older, remember to keep teaching them 
about the power of electricity and how 
to use it safely.  
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During summer 
months, our 
homes can be 
extremely hot, 
making living 
conditions 
uncomfortable. 
Before you turn 
down your air 

conditioner, try cooling off with a 
ceiling fan first. While using ceiling 
fans, you can actually raise your 
thermostat setting by 4 degrees and 
still feel just as comfortable.

Source: Department of energy

co-op connecTionS

Sam Houston Electric Cooperative’s 
commitment to you, our members, goes 
beyond providing safe, reliable and 
affordable electricity. 
 
We’re always looking for ways to 
provide value to our members and our 
community, especially during tough 
economic times. Sam Houston EC’s 

Co-op Connections Card is a money-
saving tool we’re proud to offer our 
membership. The card connects you 
with discounts on everything from hotel 
stays to prescription drugs.

A wide variety of merchants throughout 
our community accept the card. Be sure 
to present the card at the register to 
receive your discount!

We hope local businesses participating 
in the Co-op Connections program 
benefit from increased traffic from 
Co-op members. Businesses can sign 
up for the program at no cost. Visit 
our website, www. samhouston.net. 
Click on “Member Services” and then 
“Co-op Connections.”

The Co-op 
Connections Card 
is a member benefit 
program that 
delivers discounts 

from participating businesses, both local 
and nationwide. Find more at  
www.connections.coop/samhoustonec. 

Mobile Merchant Machines
320 Clayton Lane, Livingston, TX 77351
936-435-4203
www.myfreemerchantaccount.com
Hours: 10-10 
Offer: $25 discount on application fee 
and free equipment.

New Way Printing
113 N. Danville Street, Willis, TX 77378 
936-890-2700
www.newwayprinting.com
Hours: M-F, 10-5
Offer: 15% discount.

Scharlach & Associates 
2200 N. FM 3083W, Conroe, TX 77304
713-825-8647
www.myredrealtyteam.com
Hours: M-F, 8-6; Sat by appointment
Offer: Free one-year home warranty 
with purchase.
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The co-op connecTionS card puTS value in Your walleT

CONSERVATION As summer temperatures begin to soar, 
Sam Houston Electric Cooperative 
warns members about scammers posing 
as electricity providers.

“The scammers are calling Co-op 
members and claiming to be Sam Houston 
Electric Cooperative employees,” 
Keith Stapleton, Sam Houston Electric 
Cooperative chief communications 
officer, said. “These scams don’t seem to 
be going away.”

From asking members to make 
payments using prepaid debit cards, 
to claiming President Obama would 
help pay energy bills under a special 
federal program, Sam Houston EC urges 
members to be on alert.

don’T be burned bY uTiliTY phone ScamS

Many reports have been made that the 
caller told the member their account 
was delinquent and they needed to pay 
immediately or their electricity would 
be turned off. 

“We’ve had reports of phone scams since 
2012,” Stapleton said. “We’ve seen them 
[scammers] take advantage of the rising 
temperatures and summer electric 
bills. No one wants to risk having their 
power turned off in the heat of summer, 
especially because of a scammer.”

Take measures to safeguard your 
personal information such as Social 
Security number and bank account 
information. Be suspicious of any 
caller who instructs you to get a 
prepaid debit card and then call them 
back with the number.

Sam Houston EC asks that any member 
who receives a suspicious call ask 
the name of the caller and a phone 
number to call back on—then hang 
up and immediately report it to the 
Cooperative by calling 1-800-458-0381. 
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Think
Safety.
Trim Trees with Caution.

If you see tree limbs too close to or 
touching electrical wires, do NOT try 
to solve the problem yourself. Only 
professionals should work around 
power lines. If you find that a tree has 
fallen on a power line, stay clear of the 
tree and the line and call Sam Houston 
Electric Cooperative. 

Safety DoeSn’t Stop Here.
At Sam Houston Electric Cooperative, 
we believe one of our most important 
roles in the community is to educate our 
members and neighbors about what to 
do in order to stay safe around electric 
power. Visit www.samhouston.net and 
click on “Safety Sense.”

Summer months 
are great for 
grilling. You 
don’t have to 
use electricity to 
operate the oven 
or stove – or even 
cool a hot kitchen. 
It’s a great way to 
be energy efficient 

and save, but don’t stop with energy 
efficient cooking methods. Consider how 
you can conserve and save money while 
cooling those leftovers after the barbecue. 
Use these simple tips to keep your food – 
and your bill – cool this summer: 

•  Full refrigerators and freezers don’t 
have to work as hard to cool the 

Keep food cool aS TemperaTureS heaT up

warm air that enters when you open 
the door. 

•  Pull your refrigerator away from the 
wall and spend a few minutes cleaning 
the coils. 

• Wait to put the leftovers away. Let 
them cool down a bit first.

•  Your refrigerator can be set between 
36 and 38 degrees, while your 
freezer can be set anywhere from 0 
to five degrees. 

•  The more you open the door of your 
refrigerator and freezer, the more 
cold air escapes and warm air gets in.

•  Consider getting rid of that extra 
refrigerator or freezer in the garage. 
If you aren’t really using it, that old 
fridge is costing you a few dollars every 
month to cool a few cans of soda. 

Casey Evans Davis has been selected 
to join the Sam Houston Electric 
Cooperative Board of Directors. Davis 
replaces Mr. R.C. Thomas Sr., who recently 
retired from the Cooperative Board. She 
will represent District 1, which includes 
Angelina, Polk and Trinity Counties. 

“We are very pleased to welcome Casey 
Evans Davis to the Sam Houston EC 
Board,” said Board President Ernie 
Miles. “She is very active and respected 
in Polk County, and we believe she 
exemplifies the cooperative spirit and 
values that are so important to our 
members and to this organization.”

Davis is co-owner and Chief Financial 
Officer for Pedigo Furniture. The 

daviS joinS Sam houSTon ec board of direcTorS

Texas A&M graduate and Certified 
Public Accountant also serves as a 
Trustee and Board Vice-President for 
the Livingston Independent School 
District and is very active in the Lions 
Club of Livingston, Polk County Relay 
for Life and the North American Home 
Furnishings Association. Davis is also 
a past treasurer and board member of 
the Livingston-Polk County Chamber 
of Commerce.

 “I am extremely honored to be asked to 
serve on the Board, but even more, what 
a privilege it is to be able to step into the 
outgoing position of Mr. Thomas,” Davis 
said. “I’ve had the pleasure of knowing 
him my entire life, and he not only set 
the standard for being a Sam Houston 
EC Board Member, but he also taught 
those around him the importance of 
dedication and hard work. I hope to 
bring some positive traits to the Board 
as well, and I’m excited to see what the 
future has in store for the Co-op.” 

don’T be burned bY uTiliTY phone ScamS

[phoTo] casey evans davis has been 
selected to join the Sam houston electric 
cooperative board of directors. 
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First ConCord Baptist

ChurCh
T h e STo r i eS T h eS e P e wS Co u l d T e l l
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Sitting back from 
a long stretch 
of Highway 
146 in north 
Liberty County, 

where tall trees line the 
two-lane road, a little white 
church stands quietly 
in a picturesque setting, 
surrounded by moss-filled 
oak trees. Squirrels scamper 
about and birds sing, while 
the echoes of storied figures 
in Texas history seem to 
linger in the air.

Every Sunday morning at 11 
a.m., members make their 
way up the old painted steps 
and through the large wooden 
doors of First Concord 
Baptist Church. Geraldine 
Hughes waits by one of the 
pews her father built by hand, 
to welcome her friends to 
another day of worship.

As the small congregation 
files in, each one stops and 
gives her a hug and asks about 
her week. Hughes and a group 
of friends take time to hug 
each person as they walk 
through the doors, whether 
they are a first-time visitor or 
longtime member.

“We’re a hugging church,” 
Hughes says with a smile, 
as she greets another family 
entering the church.

As the conversations wind 
down, Nora Owens makes 
her way to the piano and 
Hughes, Helen Wiggins, 
Kathy Wiggins and Roberta 
Ursprung, stand on the 
stage and each open their 
“Heavenly Highways” hymnal 
to start the morning in song.

After announcements, a 
prayer list is read, and more 
names are added as attendees 
think of others who are in 
need of prayer.

As the quartet walks back to 
their seats, the pastor takes 
his place behind the lectern 
and delivers the morning’s 
message to the congregation.

“The church is really small,” 
Hughes, a Sam Houston 
Electric Cooperative 
member, says. “We’re just 
really good friends, and of 
course, God is our center.” 

A member of the church since 
1997, Hughes remembers 
the fellowship and unity her 
parents had within the First 
Concord Church community. 
When she moved to the area, 
it was the only church she 
saw herself attending.

“I don’t ever want to go 
anywhere else,” Hughes says. 

The First Concord Church 
has welcomed new 
parishioners since the 
latter days of the Republic 
of Texas. Its first members 
didn’t take a car to church—
they rode in a horse and 
buggy. These members 
were also worried about 
a different set of political 
issues, such as how their 
lives would change as 
Texas transitioned from an 
independent republic to a 
part of the United States. 

“The church was founded in 
1845 by Mrs. Sam Houston 
and her mother, and it’s 
lasted ever since,” says Hap 
Wiggins, a church member 
since 2000.

General Sam Houston and 
his wife, Margaret Lea 
Houston, established a 
home north of Liberty in 
1843. According to “History 
of the First Concord 
Baptist Church,” she was 
the daughter of a Baptist 
minister and as she met her 
neighbors, she realized the 
community needed a church. 

On May 24, 1845, seven 
people met to create the 
Concord Baptist Church, 
most notably, Margaret 
Houston, along with her 

mother, Nancy Lea, and her 
sister, Antoinette Bledsoe. 

The church was built as 
a one-room log cabin set 
in an oak grove between 
the Houstons’ home and 
the home of members J.L. 
Ellis and Benjamin Ellis.  
According to church history, 
Sam Houston attended 
services at First Concord 
when he was at home.

A book written to 
celebrate the church’s 155th 
anniversary, “First Concord 
Baptist Church: A History of 
Words and Pictures,” states 
that “slaves were welcomed 
at services, which were 
originally held on Saturday 
before the first Sunday in 
each month.” 

A second building was 
completed in 1870, with 
the goal of modernizing the 
church. According to church 
accounts, the ceiling of the 
second building “was quite 
low, and the pews were made 
of split logs.” 

“One pew was not level and 
had a tendency to rock,” Mrs. 
Boyd Sewell said in a story in 
“History of the First Concord 
Baptist Church.” “During the 
invitation, one man stood to 
come down the aisle, and…he 
hit his head on the low rafters. 
This struck some of the women 
as very comical and they 
laughed so hard that the pew on 
which they were sitting rocked 
over backwards.”

In 1911, a new pastor, Sam 
Houston Cain, came to the 
First Concord Church. He 
quickly gained a reputation 
for being quite the character. 
One year, the congregation 
constructed a platform in 
front of the church for a 
Fourth of July dance. Then, 

EvEry Sunday 

morning, mEmbErS 

makE thEir way up 

thE old paintEd 

StEpS and through 

thE largE woodEn 

doorS of firSt 

ConCord baptiSt 

ChurCh. 
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a summer rain shower put a 
damper on the event. 

According to an account of 
that day in the “History of 
the First Concord Baptist 
Church,” “There were those 
who wanted to move the 
dance inside, but Brother 
Cain and two other men held 
the crowd off with shotguns, 
and no dance was held inside 
the Church.” 

An account given by Joe Poole 
in “First Concord Baptist 
Church: A History of Words 
and Pictures,” describes the 
church in the late 1920s and 
1930s as a haven. 

“Something else that was 
done then, that would be 
impossible now, was the 
fact that the church doors 

were never locked,” Poole 
said. “Any passing stranger 
was welcome to come in and 
sleep on the pews, in fact, I 
spent a night on the church 
pews myself.”

thiS building 
Stood aS thE 
ChurCh’S homE 
until it tragiCally 
burnEd in 1938. JuSt 
Short of a yEar 
aftEr thE firE, 
thE mEmbErShip 
finiShEd ErECting 
thE third, and 
Still-Standing, 
building in 1939. 

Built as a one-room 
sanctuary, the church has 
added a pastor’s office and 
two classrooms for Bible 
study over the years as the 
congregation grew. 

Across a small covered 
bridge, two other buildings 
were added so the church 
could host events, such as 
weekly breakfasts for the 
community, as well as an 
annual gospel concert.

Besides its famous founders, 
the church hosted many well-
known guests on their way 
to visit Bill and Vera Daniel 
at their nearby home. Daniel 
was a local attorney who 
owned the historic Plantation 
Ranch near the church, 
and later was appointed by 
President Kennedy to serve 

as Governor of Guam, from 
May 1961 to January 1963.

One of the biggest highlights 
in the church’s history came 
in 1956 when the Daniels 
brought Roy Rogers, Dale 
Evans and their children, 
Dusty and Dodie, to the 
church. The family attended a 
special service held for them 
while filming a short movie at 
the Plantation Ranch. 

The Daniels frequently hosted 
parties for disabled children 
and other charity events at 
their ranch. Guests had to 
drive by the church to reach 
the ranch, so celebrities such 
as John Wayne, Sandra Dee, 
Minnie Pearl, Loretta Lynn, 
George Jones, Hank Williams 
Jr., Marty Robbins and Ed 
Sullivan, as well as elected 



Twitter: @SamHoustonEC • Facebook.com/SamHoustonEC August 2014   Sam houSTon ec     Texas Co-op Power   25

officials and foreign dignitaries, 
have seen the historic church 
and its grounds, and some even 
attended services. 

A history buff, Hughes thinks 
the significance and storied 
past of the church is part of 
the reason it has stayed active 
for so long. However, the 
families in the church are the 
most integral part, she says.

The congregation meets 
every Sunday for service at 
11 a.m. and 5 p.m. and holds a 
Bible study every Wednesday.

Choir member Roberta 
Ursprung says that she began 
going to First Concord because 
it was her husband, Arnold’s, 
childhood church. Arnold 
Ursprung was a Sam Houston 
EC board member from 1979 

until his passing in 2013. Her 
daughter, Deborah Ursprung, 
has attended the church since 
she was a child and has seen it 
change over time.

The children and 
grandchildren of the 
longtime members are 
working to help family 
members with their duties 
as stewards of the historic 
church. Kathy Wiggins, 
Hap’s daughter, sings in the 
choir and reads the prayer 
list, while Keith Hughes, 
Geraldine’s grandson, collects 
the offering and reads the 
announcements, including 
the names of each visitor.

After spending five years in 
the military, Keith came back 
to Rye to help take care of his 
grandparents, and inherited 

taking care of First Concord 
from his grandfather.

“I teach Bible study; I make 
our breakfasts,” he says. “I 
took over for my pop as kind 
of the handyman. I love this 
church; it’s a part of me. I 
work hard to keep it going.”

After the sermon, he waits 
patiently as the churchgoers 
mill about before leaving. 
He then turns off all of the 
lights and locks the heavy 
doors behind him. The 
church grounds again are 
peaceful and quiet until the 
next time First Concord 
Baptist Church welcomes 
members and visitors, just 
as it has done for 169 years 
– since Sam Houston and 
his family walked in the very 
same place.  

[phoTo, far left] roy rogers 
and dale evans (center) pose 
with the daniels family as 
well as members of the first 
concord baptist church on 
march 2, 1956.

photo: Sam houSton regional 
library anD reSearch center

Both church history books 
were accessed at the Sam 
Houston Regional Library 
and Research Center in 
Liberty, Texas. 


