


•	 Caulk	and	weather	strip	doors	and	
windows	to	make	the	most	of	your	
heating	system.	

•	 Freezing	temperatures	often	cause	
water	pipes	to	burst.	Remember	
to	insulate	pipes	with	insulation	
or	newspapers	and	plastic.	Allow	
faucets	to	drip	during	extreme	cold	
to	avoid	frozen	pipes.	

•	 Consider	installing	storm	windows	
for	better	insulation.	You	can	also	
cover	windows	with	plastic	(from	
the	inside)	to	keep	the	cold	out.	

•	 Make	sure	everyone	in	your	family	
knows	where	the	home’s	fire	
extinguisher	is	located	and	how	to	
use	it	properly.	House	fires	occur	
more	frequently	during	winter	
months,	as	people	tend	to	use	
alternative	heating	methods	that	
may	not	be	safe.	

PrePare a winter survival kit
Severe	winter	storms	often	bring	heavy	
accumulation	of	ice	and	snow,	which	

Be PrePared for  
winter storms

Are	you	ready	for	winter’s	cold	grasp?	
Snow	and	ice	are	inevitable	when	
dealing	with	winter	storms,	but	
being	prepared	can	make	a	world	of	
difference.	You	may	not	think	harsh	
winter	weather	can	strike	Sam	Houston	
Electric	Cooperative’s	service	territory,	
but	an	unexpected	ice	storm	in	March	
2014	left	more	than	9,000	Co-op	
members	without	power.

Sam	Houston	EC	recommends	the	
following	tips	to	help	you	prepare	for	
wintery	blasts.	

winterize your home
Winter	storms	wreak	havoc	on	your	
home.	By	winterizing	your	living	space,	
you’ll	be	prepared	for	extreme	cold	and	
hazardous	conditions.	

•	 Remember	to	maintain	and	inspect	
heating	equipment	and	chimneys	
every	year	to	ensure	they’re	
working	safely	and	properly.	

yes, even in east texas
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can	lead	to	downed	power	lines	and	
extended	outages.	Sam	Houston	EC	
crews	will	work	hard	to	restore	power,	
but	having	a	winter	survival	kit	on	hand	
is	a	smart	idea.	

•	 Food:	Store	food	that	does	not	
require	cooking,	such	as	canned	
goods,	crackers,	dehydrated	meats	
and	dried	fruit.	Keep	a	large	supply	
of	water	on	hand.	Ready.gov	
recommends	five	gallons	per	person.	

•	 Medication:	Be	sure	to	refill	all	
prescriptions	in	the	event	of	a	
major	power	outage.	

•	 Identification:	Keep	all	forms	
of	identification	handy,	such	as	
driver’s	licenses,	photo	IDs	and	
social	security	cards.	Bank	account	
information	and	insurance	policies	
are	also	good	to	have	on	hand.	

•	 Other	items:	First	Aid	Kit,	blankets,	
flashlight,	battery-powered	radio	
and	extra	batteries.

stay warm and safe
If	an	outage	occurs,	you	should	plan	for	
an	alternate	heating	source.	A	fireplace,	
propane	space	heater	or	wood-burning	
stove	would	be	sufficient.	Fuel	and	
wood-burning	heating	sources	should	
always	be	vented,	and	make	sure	carbon	
monoxide	and	smoke	detectors	are	
working	properly.	Always	practice	
extreme	caution	when	using	alternate	
heating	sources.	
	
If	you	decide	to	use	a	portable	generator	
during	an	outage,	make	sure	it	is	placed	
outside	the	home	for	proper	ventilation.	
Be	careful	not	to	overload	the	generator.	
Use	appropriate	extension	cords	that	
can	handle	the	electric	load.	
	
Follow	these	tips,	and	your	family	
will	stay	warm	in	the	event	of	a	power	
outage.	For	more	information	on	
preparing	for	winter	storms,	go	online	
and	visit	www.ready.gov.	

[Photo] severe winter storms often 
bring heavy accumulation of ice and snow, 
which can lead to downed power lines and 
extended outages. having a winter survival 
kit on hand is a smart idea. 
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Be	merry	and	
bright,	but	
don’t	let	your	
holiday	lights	
shine	all	night.	
Save	money	on	
your	electric	bill	
by	installing	a	
light	timer	for	

your	decked	out	home.	It	can	help	
lower	your	electric	bill	and	reduce	
energy	consumption.	Use	a	timer	
plugged	into	an	electrical	outlet	to	
automatically	turn	lights	on	and	off	
as	scheduled.	
Source: u.S. Department of energy

2015 Calendar

Sam	Houston	Electric	Cooperative	
members	can	expect	to	see	their	2015	
Calendar	&	Member	Handbook	in	the	
mail	this	month.	A	member	favorite,	
this	year’s	calendar	features	the	theme,	
“Texas	Up	Close.”	Don’t	forget	to	take	
a	close	look	at	the	Member	Handbook,	
located	at	the	back	of	the	publication.
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CONSERVATION

The	holiday	season	looked	very	
different	just	75	years	ago.	In	homes	
near	where	you	currently	live,	there	
were	not	any	twinkling	electric	lights	
on	a	tree,	or	on	the	outside	of	homes	to	
guide	loved	ones	inside.	

This	quickly	changed	as	neighbors	banded	
together	to	establish	Sam	Houston	
Electric	Cooperative	to	electrify	their	
homes	and	farms.	In	a	short	time,	electric	
ovens	cooked	turkeys	quickly,	and	radios	
filled	homes	with	Christmas	carols.	

“The	power	of	our	membership	
uniting	behind	a	single	cause	helped	
electrify	East	Texas	and	improve	our	
members’	lives,”	Sam	Houston	Electric	
Cooperative	general	manager	and	CEO	
Kyle	J.	Kuntz	said.	“The	Cooperative	
has	stayed	dedicated	to	building	
up	the	communities	we	serve	since	
then.	However,	there	are	still	many	
opportunities	to	improve	other	facets	of	
our	members’	lives.”

Operation	Round	Up	is	just	the	program	
to	accomplish	this	bold	objective.	This	
program	allows	us	to	partner	with	our	
members	to	leverage	the	power	of	many	

Give BaCk with oPeration round uP

people	working	together,	just	as	our	
forefathers	did	to	electrify	our	area.	

Members	can	take	part	simply	by	
having	their	bill	rounded	up	to	the	next	
whole	dollar	each	month.	For	example,	
a	bill	of	$87.68	would	be	rounded	up	to	
$88.00.	On	average,	just	$6	per	member	
is	donated	each	year.	While	it	may	
seem	like	a	small	amount,	the	potential	
for	impacting	area	communities	is	
tremendous	when	our	52,000	member-
owners	unite	behind	this	program.		

“There	is	definitely	a	need	for	a	program	
like	this	in	our	area,”	Kuntz	said.	“We	
frequently	receive	donation	requests.	
We	help	as	many	organizations	as	we	
are	able,	but	there	always	seems	to	be	
more	need	than	we	can	fulfill.”	

After	the	funds	are	collected,	the	
Sam	Houston	Electric	Cooperative	
Charitable	Foundation,	represented	
by	a	board	of	volunteer	members,	will	
evaluate	donation	applications	and	
distribute	the	collected	funds.

Palmetto	Electric	Cooperative	of	
South	Carolina	created	the	first	
Operation	Round	Up	program	in	1989.	
Over	the	last	24	years,	the	program	
has	distributed	more	than	$5.7	
million,	which	has	made	dramatic	
improvements	to	the	quality	of	life	in	
the	communities	they	serve.	

To	participate	in	Operation	Round	Up,	
call	Sam	Houston	Electric	Cooperative	
at	1-800-458-0381	or	submit	a	request	
online	at	www.samhouston.net.	

All	Sam	Houston	Electric	Cooperative	
offices	will	be	closed	the	following	
days:	Dec.	25-26,	2014,	in	observance	
of	Christmas	Day;	and	Jan.	1,	2015,	in	
observance	of	New	Year’s	Day.	As	always,	
Sam	Houston	EC	crews	will	be	on-call	to	
respond	to	any	unexpected	power	outages	
while	our	offices	are	closed.

offiCe ClosinGs
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Think
Safety.
Use Caution While Burning.

Before you burn fields, ditches, or 
even that old pile of brush, make sure 
you’re a safe distance away from 
Sam Houston Electric Cooperative’s 
equipment. Fire can damage 
enclosures protecting underground 
cable and also burn utility poles. If you 
plan to burn, look around first and stay 
clear of any potential hazards.

Safety DoeSn’t Stop Here.
At Sam Houston Electric Cooperative, 
we believe one of our most important 
roles in the community is to educate our 
members and neighbors about what to 
do in order to stay safe around electric 
power. Visit www.samhouston.net and 
click on “Safety Sense.”

Texas	Electric	Cooperatives	held	
a	hotline	school	at	Sam	Houston	
Electric	Cooperative’s	training	field	in	
Livingston	in	late	October.	

Fifty-eight	line	technicians	representing	
14	electric	cooperatives	and	two	
municipalities	attended	the	program.	
Four	classes	were	held	within	the	
hotline	school,	each	focusing	on	

hotline and diGGer sChools hosted in livinGston

different	training	goals	based	on	the	
students’	level	of	experience.	

Sam	Houston	EC	line	technicians	Ben	
Griffin,	Buck	Bland,	Matthew	Clamon,	
Justin	Hogue	and	Jerry	Nugent	attended	
classes	at	the	school.	Working	class	
foremen	Felder	Dubois,	Carl	Faircloth	
and	Glen	McDaniel,	as	well	as	line	
technicians	Robert	Lantrip	and	Brady	
Tyson	were	guest	instructors	that	assisted	
TEC	in	teaching	the	courses.	

A	digger	operator	training	school	was	also	
held,	which	teaches	the	safe	operation	of	
a	digger	and	how	to	set	and	remove	poles.	
Working	class	foreman	David	Boaen	was	
also	a	guest	instructor.	

Give BaCk with oPeration round uP

The	end	of	the	year	can	be	a	hectic	
time	with	holidays,	gatherings	and	
more	happening	all	at	once.	It’s	easy	to	
put	aside	your	financial	health	during	
busy	times,	but	here’s	a	quick	financial	
checklist	you	may	want	to	consider	
before	the	end	of	the	year.	
•	 Contribute	more	to	your	401(k).	
•	 Take	your	required	minimum	

distribution	(RMD),	if	you	
haven’t	already.

•	 Reallocate	your	investments	to	
reflect	your	current	goals.	

•	 Review	beneficiary	information.	
•	 Get	your	annual	physical	and	take	

your year-end finanCial CheCklist

care	of	other	health	necessities.	
•	 Contribute	to	a	tax-advantaged	529	

college	savings	plan.	
•	 Review	your	progress	on	the	

financial	goals	you	set	at	the	
beginning	of	the	year.	

•	 Set	financial	goals	for	2015	and	
prepare	your	2015	budget.	

If	you	kept	a	budget	in	2014	or	have	
credit	or	debit	card	accounts	that	track	
how	you	spend	your	money,	use	these	
tools	to	evaluate	how	and	when	you	
spend,	then	plan	a	2015	budget	that	
keeps	your	goals	and	habits	in	mind.	

If	you’ve	not	made	a	budget	before,	
there	are	many	online	tools	to	help	
you,	such	as	www.budgetsimple.com.	
You’ll	need	basic	information,	like	your	
net	income	and	recurring	expenses,	to	
get	started.	You	might	be	surprised	at	
the	financial	discipline	you	find	when	
you	see	your	income	and	expenses	in	
black	and	white.	Here’s	to	a	healthy	and	
financially-saavy	2015!

[Photo] line technicians work through 
training exercises during the 2014 teC 
hotline school in livingston.
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[Photo] scott dawson

Electrification invited many 
improvements into my parents’ 
home, but they forever revered 
the humble incandescent bulb.

By Richard L. Fluker
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The	sun	had	set	more	than	30	minutes	earlier,	and	the	room	is	
all	but	dark.	Barely	enough	light	filters	through	the	screens	to	
silhouette	the	four	people	congregating	in	the	middle.

“OK,	Ellie,	grab	this	chain	and	pull	on	it—not	too	hard.”

With	an	audible	“click”	from	the	ceiling,	she	can	now	see	clearly	
the	face	behind	the	voice,	which	came	from	her	husband.	
Standing	beside	her	are	a	much	older	man	and	woman.	Each	
has	a	turn	yanking	the	chain	so	they	all	can	see	what	it’s	like	to	
make	the	dark	suddenly	give	way	to	light.

“By	Ned,	what’ll	they	think	of	next?”	says	the	older	man.

That	scene	took	place	in	the	late	1930s,	and	I,	of	course,	can	
only	guess	at	the	astonishment	expressed	over	a	bare	lightbulb.	
But,	safe	to	say,	it	must	have	seemed	like	a	miracle.

Brighter	futures	for	my	parents	and	their	neighbors	east	of	
Roane	became	possible	with	the	first	meeting	of	Navarro	
County	Electric	Cooperative	on	Nov.	26,	1937.	Within	a	year	
or	so,	they	would	benefit	from	the	co-op’s	initial	request	to	the	
Rural	Electrification	Administration	for	$100,000	to	string	92	
miles	of	line.	A	plus	for	my	mom	was	the	opportunity	to	attend	
the	co-op’s	annual	meeting.	She	enjoyed	the	socializing	and	the	
thrill	of	winning	a	door	prize.

Mom	and	Dad	married	just	days	ahead	of	the	Great	Depression	
and	settled	in	with	her	parents	on	a	tenant	farm	way	out	in	the	
cotton	patches	of	North	Central	Texas.	For	the	next	eight	or	
nine	years,	no	one	in	the	house	paid	any	utility	bills.	There	were	
no	utilities!	Water	for	the	cistern	ran	off	the	roof,	wood	was	free	
if	they	cut	it	themselves,	and	kerosene	came	in	a	can	from	the	
general	store.	Even	after	they	clicked	on	that	first	light,	my	parents	
never	paid	an	“electric”	bill.	They	always	called	it	the	“light”	bill.

Makes	good	sense.	When	the	REA	high	line	tied	into	their	
house,	a	few	lights	were	all	they	had	to	turn	on.	For	a	while,	that	
was	enough	to	marvel	over.	And	this	convenience	came	with	a	
bonus—light	from	a	wire	instead	of	a	fire.	After	the	switch,	they	
no	longer	had	to	worry	about	knocking	over	a	kerosene	lamp	
and	burning	down	the	house.	They’d	lived	through	that	horror	
several	years	earlier.

Yes,	Depression-era	people	always	seemed	to	carry	a	special	
reverence	for	one	of	the	simplest	electrical	devices—
the	incandescent	bulb.	But	they	gladly	welcomed	other	
conveniences	that	followed.	For	my	parents,	the	first	was	a	
refrigerator	to	replace	the	icebox,	much	to	the	dismay	of	the	ice	
deliveryman.	Dad	rolled	a	wringer	washer	onto	the	back	porch	
in	1945,	making	it	easier	for	Mom	to	wash	the	diapers	she	kept	
pinning	on	a	new	baby	boy.

I	was	old	enough	before	we	moved	to	Dad’s	home	place,	in	
1951,	to	take	note	of	two	other	plug-ins	at	the	rental	house.	
One	was	a	boxy	AM	radio	stationed	on	a	table	in	a	corner	of	

the	living	room.	With	programs	like	“The	Lone	Ranger”	or	
“Fibber	McGee	and	Molly”	on	the	air,	the	radio	was	a	magnet.	
It	seems	that	to	listen	to	the	radio	back	then,	folks	also	had	to	
be	able	to	see	it.	The	new	addition	replaced	a	battery-powered	
console	receiver,	which	very	likely	joined	the	laundry	
washboard	as	a	castaway.

The	same	fate	awaited	the	paper	funeral-home	fans	that	had	
been	my	family’s	only	defense	against	the	sweltering	summers.	
Instead	of	burning	calories	to	keep	the	fan	fluttering	back	and	
forth,	they	plugged	in	an	Emerson	oscillating	fan	and	let	it	
stir	the	hot	air	around.	It	worked	pretty	well	if	they	were	close	
enough	for	the	moving	air	to	evaporate	their	sweat.

 
 

Still,	my	parents	paid	the	light	bill	and	continued	to	do	so	even	
while	plugging	in	more	and	more	conveniences	in	the	newly	
remodeled	home	place.	The	first	appliance	to	go	on	a	new	
kitchen	counter	was	a	Sunbeam	Mixmaster,	which	I	still	have!

It	has	plenty	of	company.	In	my	current	home,	I’ve	counted	
no	fewer	than	62	devices	that	require	an	outlet.	And	every	
time	I	thought	I	was	finished,	something	in	the	back	of	a	
cabinet	(heating	pad)	or	outside	in	a	closet	(soldering	iron)	
came	to	mind.

Many	items	in	my	inventory	are	electrified	versions	of	things	
that	have	been	around	for	a	good	many	decades:	iron,	sewing	
machine,	saw,	coffee	pot,	guitar,	even	a	pencil	sharpener.	My	
parents,	from	a	pre-REA	perspective,	would	see	many	of	today’s	
plug-ins	as	a	newfangled	replacement	for	something	they	had	
sweated	over.

Mom	and	Dad	did	live	long	enough	to	at	least	hear	of	a	personal	
computer,	but	it	had	no	place	in	their	universe.	“All	I	need	is	this	
journal	and	a	sharp	pencil,”	Dad	might	say.	And	if	they	could	
walk	into	my	house	now,	one	of	them	would	surely	ask	about	that	
black	thing	with	all	the	blue	and	green	lights	over	on	that	table.	
Well,	Mom,	it’s	a	network	router.	What’s	it	for?	Well	…

So	what’s	next?	It’s	a	safe	bet	that	right	now	some	visionary	
is	pecking	on	a	computer	or	tinkering	in	a	shop	as	he	or	she	
perfects	the	next	big	thing	to	plug	in.	Or	it	might	even	be	a	little	
thing.	Whatever	the	scale	or	size,	years	from	now	the	fruits	of	
that	genius	will	make	some	task	easier	or	faster	or	safer.	Maybe	
we’ll	be	around	to	buy	one.	In	spite	of	our	imagination,	it	could	
be	as	foreign	to	us	as	a	router	would	have	been	to	my	parents.	
But	it	will	happen,	and	that	new	wonder,	like	all	the	others,	
will	help	make	our	lives	better	in	some	way.	As	long	as	we	keep	
paying	the	light	bill.



By 
E.R. Bills

[Photo] for a brief 
time in 1925, from 

left, hattie leah 
henenberg, Chief 
Justice hortense 
sparks ward and 

ruth virginia 
Brazzil constituted 
the supreme Court 

of texas.

photo courteSy of 
the archiveS of the 

State Bar of texaS
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In	1924,	Texas	had	a	problem.	A	case	
involving	insurance	cooperative	
Woodmen	of	the	World	reached	the	
Supreme	Court	of	Texas,	and	all	three	
sitting	justices—like	nearly	every	other	
judge	and	lawyer	in	the	state—were	
members	of	the	company’s	fraternal	
organization.	Anyone	who	bought	
Woodmen	insurance	automatically	
became	a	member	of	the	organization.
The	case,	Johnson	v.	Darr,	involved	
parcels	of	land	entrusted	to	a	Woodmen	
of	the	World	chapter	in	El	Paso.	But	
ownership	of	the	land	became	entangled	
in	a	lawsuit	over	an	unpaid	debt.	After	
hearings	in	district	and	appellate	courts,	
the	case	reached	the	state’s	highest	court.

On	March	8,	1924,	Chief	Justice	C.M.	
Cureton	informed	Gov.	Pat	Neff	that	he	
and	the	court’s	associate	justices,	William	
Pierson	and	Thomas	B.	Greenwood,	were	
Woodmen	and	would	have	to	recuse	
themselves	from	hearing	the	case.

For	the	next	10	months,	Neff	attempted	
to	temporarily	replace	Cureton,	Pierson	
and	Greenwood	with	male	attorneys	or	
judges	who	met	state	requirements	to	
serve	as	Supreme	Court	justices	but	were	
not	Woodmen.	In	the	end,	the	charter	
of	the	fraternal	organization	gave	Neff	
an	out.	The	Woodmen	of	the	World	
excluded	women	from	membership.

Neff	was	the	first	Texas	governor	to	
appoint	a	woman	as	his	chief	of	staff	
and	women	to	the	boards	of	regents	of	
the	University	of	Texas	and	Texas	A&M	
University.	Some	questioned	the	legality	
of	appointing	a	woman	to	the	Supreme	
Court,	but	the	court	deputy,	H.L.	Clamp,	
informed	Neff	it	was	permissible	if	the	
candidates	were	at	least	30	years	of	age	
and	had	practiced	law	in	Texas	for	a	
minimum	of	seven	years.

On	New	Year’s	Day	1925,	Neff	
appointed	America’s	first	all-female	
state	Supreme	Court.

Nellie	Gray	Robertson	of	Granbury,	
the	county	attorney	of	Hood	County;	
Hortense	Sparks	Ward,	a	Houston	
attorney;	and	Edith	E.	Wilmans	of	
Dallas,	a	former	state	representative,	
were	to	serve	as	justices.	At	the	time,	
there	were	only	30	female	attorneys	
licensed	in	Texas,	according	to	James	
R.	Evans	Jr.,	writing	in	the	spring	1998	
edition	of	Heritage,	the	Texas	History	
Foundation	magazine.

The	governor’s	appointments	were	
not	properly	vetted,	and	Wilmans	and	
Robertson	resigned	within	days	of	their	
appointments	because	each	fell	short	of	
the	required	seven	years	of	experience	
practicing	law	in	the	state.

Neff	appointed	Dallas	attorney	Hattie	
Leah	Henenberg	to	replace	Wilmans	and	
Galveston	attorney	Ruth	Virginia	Brazzil	
to	replace	Robertson.	Ward	became	the	
tribunal’s	chief	justice.

Ward	was	already	a	giant	of	women’s	
rights	in	Texas.	In	1910,	she	became	the	
first	woman	to	pass	the	state	bar	exam.	In	
1918,	she	was	the	first	woman	to	register	
to	vote	in	Harris	County.	Ward	was	
also	a	major	player	in	securing	married	
women’s	property	rights,	was	a	leader	
in	the	Texas	suffragist	movement	and	
became	the	first	Texas	woman	admitted	
to	practice	before	the	U.S.	Supreme	
Court,	according	to	Evans.

Henenberg	passed	the	Texas	bar	exam	
in	1916.	She	worked	as	a	Dallas	attorney	
and	was	a	member	of	women’s	civic	and	
business	clubs	in	the	community.	Brazzil	
passed	the	state	bar	in	1912,	and	her	legal	
career	was	varied.	She	practiced	in	real	
estate	and	worked	for	a	state	legislator.

Neff’s	special	Texas	Supreme	Court	met	
for	the	first	time	on	January	8	and	was	
heralded	as	the	first	“Supreme	Court	of	
Women”	by	The New York Times.	The	
court	oath,	which	at	the	time	included	

a	passage	requiring	petitioners	to	
swear	they	had	never	participated	in	
a	duel,	elicited	smiles	throughout	the	
courtroom.	Cureton,	accompanied	by	his	
fellow	recused	justices,	administered	the	
oath.	Johnson	v.	Darr	was	scheduled	for	
late	January.

The	historically	unchallenged,	male-
dominated	power	brokers	in	Texas	
grumbled	mightily,	referring	to	Ward,	
Henenberg	and	Brazzil	as	the	“Petticoat	
Court.”	When	the	special	tribunal	met	
January	30,	clerk	Fred	Connerly	refused	
to	participate	in	the	proceedings	and	
was	replaced.	Regardless,	the	first	female	
Supreme	Court	justices	in	the	land	heard	
arguments	from	attorneys	representing	
the	parties	to	the	lawsuit,	including	
the	Woodmen	of	the	World,	and	then	
recessed	to	consider	the	appeal.

On	May	23,	1925,	the	special	tribunal	
reconvened	and	rendered	its	decision.	
The	Woodmen	prevailed,	and	Ward	
wrote	the	unanimous	opinion.

At	the	time,	women	in	Texas	had	been	
allowed	to	vote	for	only	seven	years	
and,	though	Neff	was	succeeded	by	the	
first	female	governor	in	Texas	history,	
Miriam	“Ma”	Ferguson,	it	would	be	
three	decades	before	women	won	the	
right	to	serve	on	juries	and	almost	six	
before	another	woman	was	appointed	to	
the	Texas	Supreme	Court—Ruby	Kless	
Sondock	in	1982.

Their	special	stint	fulfilled,	Ward,	
Henenberg	and	Brazzil	stepped	down	
and	continued	with	their	careers.	
When	Ward	was	queried	about	what	
was	then	considered	an	almost	
fantastical	tenure	on	the	state’s	highest	
court,	she	responded	supremely.	“The	
novelty,”	she	said,	“is	entirely	lost	in	
the	great	responsibility.”

e.r. BiLLS of aLeDo haS written ‘texaS oBScuritieS: 
StorieS of the pecuLiar, exceptionaL anD 
nefariouS’ (hiStory preSS, 2013).
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dwG 3-step waterless Carwash
Livingston,	TX	77399
(936)	933-2247
www.3stepwaterlesscarwash.com
Offer:	Two	microfiber	towels	with	
purchase	of	an	8	oz.	kit	or	larger.	

a-1 tree service
6831	FM	3081
Willis,	TX	77378
(936)	767-3979
www.a-1treeservice.net
Offer:	10%	discount

a-z tire & Battery inc.
1205	North	Washington	

Livingston,	TX	77351
(936)	327-7032
www.atoztire.com	
Offer:	5%	discount,	excluding	special	
orders.

aaa lawn maintenance & more
PO	Box	656
Onalaska,	TX	77360
(936)	646-3169
Offer:	Last	month	free	with	signed	one-
year	service	agreement.

absolute drug & alcohol testing
1687	Hwy	59	North
Cleveland,	TX	77328

(281)	432-0100
www.absolutedrugtesting.com
Offer:	10%	discount	on	all	services.

avon - nancy Petersen
152	West	Dove
Livingston,	TX	77351
(936)	327-0150
www.avonbeautysite.com
Offer:	$2	off	an	Avon	kit	sign-up;	10%	
discount	on	purchases	up	to	$25;	15%	on	
$25-49;	20%	on	more	than	$50

avon - marie sanchez Castecka
907	Avenue	M
Huntsville,	TX	77320
(936)	439-0885
www.youravon.com/mcastecka
Offer:	8.250%	discount

avon - tish humphrey
10535	FM	1097	West
Willis,	TX	77318
(936)	890-7299
www.youravon.com/Lhumphrey
Offer:	10%	discount	on	orders	up	to	$30.	
20%	discount	on	more	than	$30.

B&B stake Company
PO	Box	604
Livingston,	TX	77351
(936)	327-2161
Offer:	0.5%	discount

B.s.m. Construction
PO	Box	1472
Willis,	TX	77378	
(936)	718-6800
Offer:	10%	discount

Bauer Carpet Cleaning & restoration
2810	Hwy	190	West
Livingston,	TX	77351
(936)	327-6110
Offer:	10%	discount	(residential	only)

Best air Conditioning & heating
3464	Hwy	190	West
Livingston,	TX	77351
(936)	967-4444
Offer:	10%	discount	on	parts	&	supplies	
on	repairs;	$300	off	purchase	price	of	
14SEER	or	higher.

this holiday season, let sam houston electric Cooperative’s Co-op 
Connections Card help you save on everything from the tree, to the 

trimmings, to the gifts underneath. for even more Co-op Connections 
offers, visit www.connections.coop/samhoustonec.

Your Holiday 
Savings Guide!
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Best western livingston inn & suites
335	Hwy	59	Loop	South
Livingston,	TX	77351
(936)	327-8500
Offer:	15%	discount

Brook Place apartments
5020	Sam	Houston	Avenue
Huntsville,	TX	77340
(936)	436-0900
www.brookplace.info
Offer:	Waived	$35	application	fee	and	
$100	admin	fee.

Budget rent-a-Car
2948	I-45	North,	Suite	300	
Conroe,	TX	77303
(936)	788-1593
Offer:	10-20%	discount	off	retail	rates.

Cake Creations by kathy Jo
244	McCarthy	Road
Livingston,	TX	77351
(936)	223-2203
www.cakesbykj.com
Offer:	10%	discount	on	$30	or	more.

Candilicious Creations
185	Natchez	Road
Livingston,	TX	77351
(936)	327-9203
www.pineywoodsindustries.com
Offer:	10%	discount.	Use	code	010411.

Carol Bond health foods
334	Main	Street
Liberty,	TX	77575	
(936)	336-9001
Toll-free:	1-800-833-8282
www.carolbond.com
Offer:	20%	discount	on	supplements.

Chem-dry of montgomery County
1081	Shadow	Glenn	Drive
Conroe,	TX	77301
(936)	441-7766
www.chem-dry.net/
montgomerycounty.tx
Offer:	$20	discount	on	purchases	of	$99	
or	more	at	regular	price.

Chic Boutique
154	Mockingbird	Lane
Livingston,	TX	77351

(936)	327-9100
Offer:	10%	on	purchases	of	$20		
or	more.

Cns treasure Chest
12426	Hwy	105	East
Conroe,	TX	77388
(936)	441-2139
Offer:	20%	discount	on	$20	or	more.

Colvin auto Parts / naPa
520	West	Church	Street
Livingston,	TX	77351
936-327-NAPA
Offer:	10%	discount	(non-commercial)

Cowboy kia of Conroe
1604	I-45	N,	Conroe,	TX	77301
(936)	521-2150
www.cowboykia.com
Offer:	Discount	on	new/used	vehicles	
up	to	$500.	Free	27-point	inspection.

davis doors
911	CR	2276
Cleveland,	TX	77327	
(281)	659-9072	
www.davisoverheaddoors.org
Offer:	5%	discount	on	labor.

davis real estate services
406	North	Temple
Caldwell,	TX	77836
(936)	739-1867
www.davispropertiestexas.com
Offer:	$100	discount	on	any	real	estate	
we	sell.

denim and diamonds Pre-school
9309	State	Hwy	75	South,	#106	
New	Waverly,	TX	77358
(936)	344-2747
Offer:	10%	discount	on	fee	of	oldest	
child	(or)	one	free	week	with	paid	fees.

downtown treasures
400	North	Washington
Livingston,	TX	77351
(936)	327-7740
Offer:	10%	off	non-sale	items.

easCo total Comfort
2815	Montgomery	Road
Huntsville,	TX	77340

(936)	295-3333
www.eascoair.com
Offer:	$15	discount	on	spring	and	fall	
service	check.

feren & Company
221	Rainbow	Drive,	#12169
Livingston,	TX	77399
(936)	236-1206
www.ferenandcompany.com
Offer:	Last	bracket	pricing	on	all	
Norwood	or	Bic	Graphic	products.

floor Care & interior
6738	US	Hwy	190	East
Livingston,	TX	77351
(936)	563-4954
www.floorcareinterior.com
Offer:	10%	discount	on	materials

flower Branch Gardens daylily farm
4332	FM	256	West
Colmesneil,	TX	75938
(409)	658-3052
www.flowerbranchgardensdaylilyfarm.com
Offer:	Free	daylily	with	purchase.

from our heart to yours
15283	Holly	Lane
Conroe,	TX	77303
(936)	264-2918
Offer:	10%	discount	

futral financial services
320	Clayton	Lane
Livingston,	TX	77351
(936)	563-3472
Offer:	10%	discount	on	tax	prep	fees.

G’s Cleaning & maid services
330	Hughes	Road
Coldspring,	TX	77331
(888)	629-7832
www.gsgogreen.com
Offer:	10%	discount	on	deep	cleanings

There’s Even More Savings!
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Graphic design Group
414	Oak	Hill	Drive
Conroe,	TX	77304
(936)	760-3355
www.graphicdesigngroup.net
Offer:	10%	discount,	before	tax,	on	all	
design	services.

Guardtech Pest management
11528	FM	1484	Road	
Conroe,	TX	77303
(936)	264-4342
www.guardtechpest.com
Offer:	10%	discount

Guardian Chimney sweep, llC
9836	Finch	Court
Conroe,	TX	77385
(936)	271-9781
www.guardianchimneysweep.net
Offer:	$25	off	cleaning	and	inspection	of	
chimney—regular	price	$120.

hBi office solutions inc.
308	Hwy	75	North
Huntsville,	TX	77320
(800)	871-5183
www.hbi-inc.com
Offer:	10%	discount	on	all	orders.	

integrity drug screening
624	West	Polk	Street
Livingston,	TX	77351
(936)	327-3398
Offer:	20%	discount	

Joey slott’s right-of-way Clearing
83	Mount	Zion	Road
New	Waverly,	TX	77358
(936)	788-4049
Offer:	$50	discount

Junktique antiques & Collectibles
2145	North	Wheeler	Street
Jasper,	TX	75951
(409)	384-4166
www.junktiquetx.com
Offer:	One	free	Rada	Cutlery	knife

kate & Company design
Livingston,	TX	77351
www.katecodesign.com
Offer:	10%	discount	on	design	and	
photography	services.

key real estate inspections
156	Sandpiper	Drive
Livingston,	TX	77351
(936)	328-0217
Offer:	10%	discount	on	inspections.

kids only Child Care Centers
201	Enterprise	Row,	Suite	10
Conroe,	TX	77301
(936)	539-6659
kidsonlychildcareandlearningcenter.com
Offer:	10%	discount

kountry klutter Gifts & accessories
1755	US	Hwy	190
Huntsville,	TX	77320
(936)	718-4220
Offer:	10%	discount

lake livingston Property (remax)
155	Goldenrod
Livingston,	TX	77351
(936)	577-1096
www.lakelivingstonproperty.com
Offer:	Free	home	evaluation	and	1%	
discount	on	commission.

mark’s Painting & drywall
12771	Royal	Green
Conroe,	TX	77303
(936)	203-2186
Offer:	10%	discount

milk & honey Bakery
PO	Box	7348
Cut-N-Shoot,	TX	77306
(936)	777-0901
www.milkandhoneybakery.net
Offer:	10-15%	discount	

mobile merchant machines
320	Clayton	Lane
Livingston,	TX	77351
(936)	435-4203
www.myfreemerchantaccount.com
Offer:	$25	off	application	fee	and	free	
equipment.

montgomery County music Center
930	West	Dallas	Street
Conroe,	TX	77301
(936)	756-0252
www.conroemusiccenter.com
Offer:	10%	discount

n&h materials and Construction Co.
225	Crockett	Martin	North
Conroe,	TX	77303
(936)	264-3322
www.diretsandgraveltx.com
Offer:	5%	off	order	total

new source energy Constructors inc.
302D	West	Plum
Daisetta,	TX	77533
(936)	334-1113
www.nseci.com
Offer:	$15	off	preventative	maintenance	
or	repair	of	stand	by	generator.

new way Printing
113	North	Danville	Street
Willis,	TX	77378
(936)	890-2700
www.newwayprinting.com
Offer:	15%	discount

onalaska Glass & mobile home supplies
13451	Hwy	190	West,	Suite	106
Onalaska,	TX	77360
(936)	646-5594
www.onalaskaglass.com
Offer:	10%	discount	on	all	merchandise	
and	labor,	excluding	special	orders.	

Pace Portraits
10	Forest	Drive
Livingston,	TX	77351
(936)	827-9707
www.paceportraits.net
Offer:	10%	discount	on	your	purchase.

Panhead soil
8771	Hwy	190	West
Livingston,	TX	77351
(936)	646-2661
Offer:	$5	discount	on	purchases	over	$50.

Polk County limo service
1141	FM	2457
Livingston,	TX	77351
(936)	425-5989
Offer:	5%	discount

P&h Builders supply inc.
2516	North	Main	Street
Liberty,	TX	77575
(936)	336-5717
Offer:	One	free	25-foot	tape	measure.
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r.e. appraisals
PO	Box	471
Coldspring,	TX	77331
(281)	592-1748
Offer:	$50	discount	on	appraisals.

red wing shoes
2105-D	West	Davis	Street
Conroe,	TX	77304
(936)	539-2668
Offer:	10%	discount

rock’n e rv Park
5221	FM	222
Coldspring,	TX	77331
(936)	653-8024
www.rocknervpark.com
Offer:	10%	discount	

scharlach & associates
2200	N	FM	3083	West
Conroe,	TX	77356	
(713)	825-8647
www.myredrealtyteam.com
Offer:	Free	one	year	home	warranty	
with	the	purchase	of	a	home.	

sew enchanted dream Quilting
152	West	Dove
Livingston,	TX	77351
(936)	327-0150
www.sewenchanteddream.com
Offer:	10%	off	long	arm	quilting	charges.

simpson hearing Center
1105	West	Church	Street	
Livingston,	TX	77351
(936)	327-3818
www.simpsonhearingcenters.com
Offer:	Free	hearing	test;	25%	discount	
on	MSRP	on	all	new	hearing	aid	fittings.

smokey mo’s BBQ
2960	I-45	North,	Conroe,	TX	77303	
(936)	441-2323	
www.smokeymosbbq.com	
Offer:	10%	discount,	excluding	catering.

speed Printing of Conroe inc.
1105	West	Dallas
Conroe,	TX	77301
(936)	539-2243
www.speedprinting.net
Offer:	25%	off	list	price	catalog—

printing,	office	supplies,	furniture.	UPS	
delivery	available.	

stone electrical service Co.
11492	Post	Oak	Road
Willis,	TX	77318
(281)	924-9168
Offer:	15%	off	on	first	service	call,	plus	
15%	on	service	change	or	panel	upgrade.

sue’s Boutique on the lake
14011	Hwy	190	West
Onalaska,	TX	77360
(936)	646-7175
Offer:	25%	off	all	regular-priced	items.

thomas mercantile
2464	Old	Hwy	35	North
Livingston,	TX	77351
(936)	967-5333
Offer:	10%	off	any	purchase,	excluding	
sale	items.

tJ’s services
134	PR	8635,	Spurger,	TX	77660
(409)	209-1564
www.beaumontcleaningservice.com
Offer:	10%	discount

top knotch tree service
Livingston,	TX	77351
(936)	252-2534
Offer:	$139.99	take	down	most	any	tree.	
10%	off	the	total	job.

visual eyes
117	Southpoint	Loop,	Suite	200
Livingston,	TX	77351
(936)	327-9747
Offer:	5%	discount	on	eyeglasses.

willis Curves
10535	FM	1097	West,	Willis,	TX	77318
(936)	890-7299
www.williscurves.com
Offer:	50%	off	sign-up	fee	(12-month	
check	draft	only),	10%	off	supplements	
for	first	year.

winnaway Bed & Breakfast
5681	FM	1746,	Woodville,	TX	75979
(409)	331-9944	
www.winnawaybedbreakfast.com
Offer:	$5	discount	on	regular	room	rate.

woodsy hallow Campground & 
rv resort
248	Woodsy	Hallow
Goodrich,	TX	77335
(936)	365-2267
www.woodsyhollow.com
Offer:	10%	discount	on	a	night’s	stay.

Pharmacy discount Program 
You can receive free prescription 
drug discounts when you use your 
Co-op Connections Card. This added 
benefit can save you 10 to 85 percent 
on prescription drugs at more than 
60,000 national and regional pharmacy 
locations. Use your Card at chain 
stores including CVS, Walgreens, 
Walmart, Target and many more. You 
can even save at more than 20,000 
independently-owned locations as well.

Search online to find discounted prices on 
prescriptions by simply visiting 
www.rxpricequotes.com. You may also 
find a list of participating pharmacy 
locations at www.locateproviders.com. 
Use the group, member and bin numbers 
located on the back of your Co-op 
Connections Card.

If you’d like to join the Co-op 
Connections program, download a 
participating business application 
from www.samhouston.net, 
contact us at 1-800-458-0381 
or simply send us an email at 
connections@samhouston.net.

Could your 
Business use some 
free advertising?


