
I’m A 
NIght RAIdeR.   

“You thought I made a mess out of the trash you left out overnight? Wait until you 

see the damage I can cause when I sneak into the Cooperative’s substation.”

When it comes to being good stewards of our environment, we believe that includes protecting 
the critters that share East Texas with us. At Sam Houston Electric Cooperative, we take 
proactive measures to keep animals safe from electrical hazards. And by protecting our furry 
and feathered friends, we’re also providing more reliable service for you, our members.

www.samhouston.net | 800-458-0381
Facebook.com/SamHoustonEC | @ SamHoustonEC



Let’s face it: rough weather happens. At Sam Houston Electric Cooperative, our goal 
is to restore power as quickly and safely as possible. But when a major storm hits, like 
April’s unexpected storm that left 30,000 members without service, power may be 
out for an extended period of time. Anyone who has experienced an extended power 
outage has likely mulled over the idea of buying a generator, but before you do—make 
sure you have all the facts.

The purchase and installation of a generator is an important and serious decision. 
Properly done, you gain peace of mind knowing your family can ride out any outage 
with some degree of comfort. But an incorrectly implemented generator can become 
deadly to you, your family, your neighbors and employees working to restore power.
So, let’s look at the decisions you’ll need to make when it comes to purchasing a 
residential generator. First, do you want to back up your entire home or just portions? 
The biggest drawback to a permanently installed, whole-house generator is the cost. 
While the advantages are significant, it is a large expense for most folks to cover. 

The next decision is sizing the generator to your particular situation. Online tools abound, 
so if you like to research, just type “generator sizing guide” into your browser and off you 
go. Or, contact a licensed electrician to help you determine the size. All this being said, a 
nice portable generator size is at least 6,500 watts with a startup capacity of around 8,000 
watts. When motor loads start, they draw more power than they use when running. This 
“in rush” of power gets them spinning. Afterwards, their demand for electricity decreases. 

The third consideration is how to integrate the generator with your home. Permanent 
models have dedicated switching devices that handle this chore, while portable models 
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require you to remove them from 
storage, set them up, connect them 
and start them up. Here is where the 
danger mentioned above comes into 
play. Improperly connected generators 
can easily backfeed into Sam Houston 
EC’s grid. As electricity flows back 
into the lines, the transformers boost 
the voltage to lethal levels. Be sure to 
closely follow connection instructions, 
and contact a licensed electrician if 
you have any questions regarding 
connecting your generator safely. 

Use of a generator can be as simple as 
plugging appliances directly into it. This 
is cumbersome and very limiting. Better 
yet, have a transfer switch installed 
by a qualified electrician. This device 
connects to the circuits you want to 
power. Connect your generator to the 
dedicated plug, follow the disconnect 
procedure and fire it up. Now you’ve got 
power for your home that’s safe for all.

Next, a word about quality. With 
generators, you definitely get what you 
pay for. Cheap models are just that. They 
may last a couple of years, but after that, 
parts can be impossible to get. Few things 
are worse than your generator failing to 
operate when the lights are out. Definitely 
go for engines with recognizable brand 
names. They may cost more, but it will 
certainly be worth it.

It’s important to exercise your 
portable generator regularly. Don’t 
worry, you don’t need to walk your 
generator—it’s not that type of 
exercise. Exercising means connecting 
load to it and turning it on to be sure 
it will run. For more information on 
safety and connection tips, visit our 
website at www.samhouston.net.

Safely Install

A Buyer’s Guide to Residential Generators 
Keep everyone safe when the lights go out

Sam HouSton electric cooperative
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Circulate 
savings! 
Ceiling fans 
are a great way 
to keep cool 
during summer 
months.  The 
use of a ceiling 
fan can even 

allow you to raise your thermostat 
setting about 4 degrees without 
affecting your comfort. 

For more energy saving tips for your 
home or business, go online and visit 
www.TogetherWeSave.com.

Congratulations to the recipients 
of the 2015 Sam Houston Electric 
Cooperative scholarships. We wish 
each of you great luck as you chase 
your dreams of higher education.

$3,000 ScholarShip 
recipientS
Athlyn Allen - New Waverly
Taylor Allen - New Waverly
Samantha Barnett - Coldspring-
Oakhurst
Savannah Bonner - Warren
Megan Brottem - Kountze
Jenna Chapman - Tarkington

Cameron Creel - Big Sandy
Emily Daily - Woodville
Shaniece Denson - Coldspring-Oakhurst
Kasey Glover - Livingston
Alexis Goddard - Livingston
Shelby Hare - Tarkington
Lucero Ibarra - Hardin
Morgan Jones - Onalaska
John Lewis, III - Willis 
Alyssa Mathews - Caney Creek
Daniel McBee - Huntsville
Kristen Rosenthal - Kingwood Park
Ian Rushing - Livingston
Hiliary Swor - Diboll
Aliah Sykes - Coldspring-Oakhurst
Hannah Whiteker - Livingston
Jalissa Williams - Livingston
Katelyn Zimmer - Shepherd

$1,500 ScholarShip 
recipientS
Candora Cervantes - Dayton
Ashley Collins - Leggett
Tyler Farrar - Big Sandy
Savannah Gore - Warren
Destiny Kuehn - Chester
Haleigh Moore - Warren
Nathan Rosas - Coldspring-Oakhurst
Kerry Russell - Coldspring-Oakhurst

2015 Scholarship Winners
The Co-op 
Connections 
Card is a member 
benefit program 
that delivers 

discounts from participating businesses, 
both local and nationwide.  Visit  
www.connections.coop for more deals.

Flower Branch Gardens  
Daylily Farm 
4380 FM 256 W, Colmesneil, TX 75938
409-658-3052
Hours: May-June, Th-Sat, 9-2
Offer: Free daylily with purchase.

N&H Materials and Construction 
225 Crockett Martin North
Conroe, TX 77303
936-264-3322
Hours: M-F, 8-5; Sat & Sun, by 
appointment
Offer: 5% off order total.

Brook Place Apartments
5020 Sam Houston Avenue
Huntsville, TX 77340
936-436-0900
Offer: Waiving security deposit and 
$150 admin fee, plus $10 off per month 
as long as lease is in effect.

Relay Team Raises Nearly $9,000
Clad in their rubber boots, the employees 
of Sam Houston Electric Cooperative, 
along with family and friends, trudged 
through the mud at the Polk County 
Relay for Life event April 24, 2015.

Bringing the Relay season to an end, the 
Sam Houston EC team raised nearly 
$9,000 for the American Cancer Society. 
Over the last year, funds were collected 
through raffle ticket sales, a garage sale and 
activities at the season’s final Relay event. 

Held at Pedigo Park in Livingston, the 
event celebrated “Relay Around the 

World” and Sam Houston EC dressed their booth in a nod to Australia.  The 
Cooperative has been a proud supporter of Relay for Life since 2001.

Co-op Connections Deals

Conservation Corner

[PHoto] the employees of Sam Houston 
Electric Cooperative, along with family 
and friends, trudged through the mud at 
the Polk County Relay for Life event.
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LoCaL Co-oP news

Think
Safety.
Trim Trees With Caution

If you see tree limbs too close to or 
touching electrical wires, do NOT 
try to solve the problem yourself. 
Only professionals should work 
around power lines. If you find that 
a tree has fallen on a power line, 
stay clear of the tree and the line 
and call the Cooperative. 

Safety DoeSn’t Stop Here.
At Sam Houston Electric Cooperative, 
we believe one of our most important 
roles in the community is to educate our 
members and neighbors about what to 
do in order to stay safe around electric 
power. Visit www.samhouston.net and 
click on “Safety Sense.”

When temperatures soar in the summer, utility bills can 
do the same. There are several small ways to manage 
your energy use this summer with simple no- or low-
cost changes that you can find at TogetherWeSave.com.
For those who are considering remodeling or making 
larger purchases, here are a few ideas that may help keep 
your energy use in check and keep your wallet cool. 

remodeling?
If you are making aesthetic changes to your home, 
consider products that will also make it work more 
efficiently. The biggest energy users in our homes are 
heating and cooling systems, so consider making some 
energy efficient upgrades to your HVAC system. If you’re 

making additions to your home or converting an attic into living spaces, a ductless heating 
and cooling system is a great option. A ductless system does not require adding pipes or 
ductwork to a home’s existing system, making it a more affordable upgrade for many. 
Ductless systems tend to be more efficient, meaning homeowners will use less energy and 
save on their electric bills. Contact your local HVAC expert for more information.

If making changes to your heating and cooling system doesn’t seem like the right 
upgrade for now, consider installing a smart thermostat. These “cool” devices learn 
your behavior and adjust heating and air conditioning settings with a goal of saving 
energy. Smart thermostats also have the capability to connect to the Internet, allowing 
homeowners to manage energy use via a smart phone app. There are several smart 
thermostat options available on the market, and they typically cost between $200 and 
$400. And don’t forget that Sam Houston EC is your partner in energy savings. From 
our interactive home energy calculator on our website to energy efficiency experts 
trained to help you make good decisions for your home, we’ve got your needs covered! 

Beat the Heat with Cool Products

You may see Texas Meter and Device (TMD) 
installers [sample at left] across Sam Houston 
Electric Cooperative’s service area this month. They 
are upgrading the 70,000 electric meters on our 
system. The new meters will work similarly to the 
existing meters on your home or business, but will 
send the readings to the Cooperative instead of a 
truck as it drives by each month. 

Installers will have TMD and Sam Houston EC 
identification badges, as will their vehicles. Installers 

will work Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., and will knock on your door 
before replacing your meter. Before they visit, be sure to secure pets and livestock, 
inform the Co-op of updated gate codes and remove any meter obstructions. 

If you anticipate any complications with your meter exchange, please notify the 
Cooperative today at 800-458-0381.

TMD Installers Beginning Work This Month
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