
I work for 
the queen.   

“My friends and I will make our home just about anywhere. If we find a crack, a gap 

or an opening, we’ll move right in. That includes transformers and other electrical 

equipment, so watch out!”

www.samhouston.net | 800-458-0381
Facebook.com/SamHoustonEC | @ SamHoustonEC

When it comes to being good stewards of our environment, we believe that includes protecting 
the critters that share East Texas with us. At Sam Houston Electric Cooperative, we take 
proactive measures to keep animals safe from electrical hazards. And by protecting our furry 
and feathered friends, we’re also providing more reliable service for you, our members.
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Sam HouSton electric cooperAtive

They started trickling in hours before 
the Sam Houston Electric Cooperative 
Annual Meeting was scheduled to 
start. The Co-op’s members came 
because they have the privilege and 
right, as member-owners, to elect the 
board of directors and participate in 
the business meeting. They’ve been 
doing so in Livingston for 76 years.

They came to visit with old friends. They 
came to have a chance to win one of the 
dozens of door prizes. And they came 
because the cozy auditorium at the Polk 
County Commerce Center once again 
featured the gospel and country-western 
singing of Walter Plant, a local favorite 
who has been serenading Sam Houston 
EC members for 27 years. 

Joe Mullin is a relatively new member 
of Sam Houston EC after moving to 
East Texas from Hutto in March 2014. 
He’s a fan of electric co-ops. “I like 

them a lot better,” Mullin said. “The employees are a lot closer to the customers. It’s 
more like a family.”

As the 2015 meeting, moved from its usual mid-November date to June 9, was about 
to begin, Plant started singing Lee Greenwood’s “God Bless the USA.” 

It certainly resonated with the Sam Houston EC members, some 1,200 of them, who 
rose to their feet and joined in singing about how they are “proud to be an American.” 

When the final notes from Plant’s keyboards drifted away, Sam Houston EC’s Chief 
Communications Officer Keith Stapleton greeted members and kept the excitement 
going with the announcement of some of the early-bird prizewinners. There were 10 
early-bird winners in all, including Sharon Wallace of Huntsville, who won a golf cart. 
George Green of Shepherd won a $2,000 bill credit, and Robert H. Greeley of Point 
Blank won a 55-inch LCD television.

Stapleton thanked the many people who worked behind the scenes to organize and 
execute the Co-op’s Annual Meeting, including the Livingston High School band 
boosters, who helped serve refreshments to the members.

He then invited the 11 directors to the stage, and as they were settling into their seats, 
Stapleton announced that Sam Houston EC awarded $84,000 in scholarships in 2015. 
The scholarships are funded with unclaimed capital credits.

Annual Meeting of Members
More than 1,200 gather at the Polk County Commerce Center in Livingston

Getting Down to Business 
Stapleton called the meeting to order 
and invited Director Don Boyett to 
offer the invocation and lead the 
Pledge of Allegiance. Plant then sang 
the national anthem, and the members 
settled back into their seats.

“Your participation is vital to the 
success of Sam Houston EC, and we 
appreciate you taking time out to 
attend your Annual Meeting,” Ernie 
Miles, the board president, told them.

Sam Houston EC General Manager 
and CEO Kyle J. Kuntz reviewed the 
director election procedure for the 
2015 meeting, and John T. Wright, the 
Co-op’s attorney, announced that both 
incumbent candidates Milton Purvis 
and Robert Boyd ran unopposed and 
were re-elected. 

The General Manager’s Report
The election concluded the business 
portion of the meeting, Kuntz said. 
He went on to remind members that 
Sam Houston EC was just one year 
removed from a major milestone 
celebration, its 75th anniversary. 

“From no wires, no poles and no lights 
in 1939, to 6,000 miles of line and 
service to more than 70,000 homes, 
businesses, churches and farms in 
2014, electricity transformed life for 
those early Cooperative members and 
continues to transform lives today,” 
Kuntz said.

He noted that wholesale power costs 
have come down after consumer demand 
for electricity peaked during a cold snap 
that gripped much of Texas last winter.

Continued on page 20.

[PHoto] Sam Houston EC operations manager 
Charlie Palmer and Executive Secretary Dana 
massey greet members at the 2015 annual 
meeting of members June 9.
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“As those wholesale costs improved, we 
were able to pass along the savings to you,” 
Kuntz said. “And almost midway through 
2015, the Cooperative is in a financial 
position that is even stronger than in 
recent years.”

In May, East Texas Electric Cooperative, 
Sam Houston EC’s generation and 
transmission provider, broke ground on 
the R.C. Thomas Hydroelectric Facility, 
a 24-megawatt power facility that will 
create clean, renewable energy on nearby 

Lake Livingston. 

“It will be a run-of-the river facility, which 
means that it will use only a portion of 
the water that the Trinity River Authority 
normally releases from Lake Livingston,” 
Kuntz said. “And it will not, under any 
circumstances—during construction or 
once it’s in operation—affect the water level 
of the lake.”

Kuntz said the hydroelectric plant, expected 
to go online by 2018, and a new 49-megawatt 
power plant fueled by wood chips near 
Woodville gives Sam Houston EC renewable 
energy options in the face of the pending 
Environmental Protection Agency mandate 
to reduce carbon emissions, such as those 
from coal-powered generating plants. 

Giving Back
One of the Seven Cooperative Principles is concern for the community, and Kuntz 
shined the spotlight on Sam Houston EC’s charitable achievements in 2015.

Kuntz thanked the more than 1,000 Sam Houston members who participate in 
Operation Round Up. These members round their electric bills up to the next whole 
dollar and donate the difference to Operation Round Up, which allows Sam Houston EC 
to improve the quality of life in its 10-county territory.

In addition, Co-op employees raised nearly $9,000 to support the American Cancer 
Society’s Relay For Life and made Christmas brighter through the Empty Stocking 
program, Kuntz said.  

Members Speak Up
When Kuntz offered to take questions from members, the conversation quickly 
turned to the severe storms that pounded the region in April. Some members thanked 
Kuntz for the Co-op’s diligence in restoring power quickly. Others wondered why 
the response wasn’t quicker for them. Kuntz explained that Sam Houston EC’s crews 

2015 Annual Meeting Continued...
were faced with 39,000 outages and 
couldn’t restore power to everybody 
at once.

One member asked why electric 
bills didn’t go down when gas prices 
dropped. Coal prices didn’t fall, Kuntz 
explained, and burning coal is what 
generates most of the electricity for 
the Co-op.

After fielding questions, Kuntz 
adjourned the meeting.

Grand Finale
The members buzzed with excitement 
as Sam Houston EC Communications 
Specialist Mary Kate Pedigo, began 
reading off the names of door prize 
winners. Her colleagues at the Co-
op scurried about the auditorium, 
handing out dozens of prizes—bill 
credits, gift cards, a Kindle reader, a 
blender, Powerslayer wall chargers 
and many others.

Longtime Co-op member Tammy 
Caldwell went home with a Keurig 
coffee brewer. She’s on somewhat of a 
roll—last year she won a 14-gallon wet/
dry vacuum. 

“That was the first time we ever won 
something,” Caldwell said. “We were 
thrilled. We come to the meetings 
because we like to visit with people 
and get out of the house.”

Attending the Sam Houston Electric 
Cooperative Annual Meeting of 
Members is a great way to be actively 
involved in your Cooperative.

Our way of doing business is special 
because we are owned by the 
consumers we serve and because 
we are guided by a set of seven 
principles that reflect the best 
interests of our consumers. Our 
members are our owners and we’re 
dedicated to serving you.

[PHoto] utility Designer Scott Clayton 
shuttles members to the annual meeting.

[PHoto] CEo Kyle J. Kuntz welcomes 
members to the annual meeting.
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LoCaL Co-oP news

Think
Safety.
Full-Time Safety for 
Standby Generators

For safety’s sake, be sure to use 
your emergency backup generator 
correctly. If you don’t, you risk 
damaging your property and 
endangering your life and the lives 
of power line technicians who may 
be working some distance from 
your home. 

Safety DoeSn’t Stop Here.
At Sam Houston Electric Cooperative, 
we believe one of our most important 
roles in the community is to educate our 
members and neighbors about what to 
do in order to stay safe around electric 
power. Visit www.samhouston.net and 
click on “Safety Sense.”

[PHoto] Congrats to Sharon Wallace, of 
Huntsville. She was the lucky early bird 
winner of a Club Car electric golf cart. thanks 
for voting, Sharon!

[PHoto] operation Round up Board 
member Glen Reader shares the exciting new 
program with his fellow Co-op members at 
the annual meeting. Join oRu today!
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Sam Houston Electric Cooperative members who mailed in their Board of Directors 
election ballot or took advantage of our new option to cast their vote online had a 
chance to win some great prizes. 

Early Bird Prize Winners 
Golf Cart - Sharon Wallace, Huntsville
$2,000 bill credit - George Green, Shepherd
55” TV - Robert Greeley, Point Blank
$500 bill credit - Lori Byerly, Livingston
$500 bill credit - Donald Younger, Houston
$100 gift card - Terry Alvarez, Huntsville
Nest Learning Thermostat - Carroll Jennings, Coldspring
$250 bill credit - Freddie Gore, Silsbee
$250 bill credit - Stephen Simon, Livingston
Apple iPad Mini - Tommie Collins, Camden

Congratulations to all of our lucky winners. Thank you to each and every member 
who voted in our 2015 Board of Directors election. Each vote counts and is an 
important part of our Cooperative business model.

Election Ballot Early Bird Winners

Prizes, Prizes and More Prizes!

[PHoto] Entertainer Walter Plant performs 
at the 2015 Sam Houston EC annual meeting 
of members. Plant has entertained the Co-
op’s membership for 27 years.
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[PHoto, left to right] Sam Houston Electric 
Cooperative Board members Bobby 
Leisner, Board President Ernie miles and 
Lynn Hendrix.
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[PHoto] 
toby Spurlock, of Woodville, 

with miss Rockette S., 
arklatex Champion. Eighty-

year-old Spurlock was a 
close friend of the late Hinkle 
Schillings and continues fox 

hunting to this day. 
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Just off a shady park road  

at the north end of the Sabine National Forest, near Shelbyville, lies a very 
unusual cemetery. What makes this cemetery so unexpected is that those 
laid to rest here are not people at all, but dogs—and not just any type of dog 
at that. This cemetery, with some 27 gravestones, is the final resting place of 
champion foxhounds—a variety of canine most often associated with British 
royalty and their dignified, daylight version of fox hunting. 

“I’ve been fox hunting since I was 18 years old,” said 80-year-old Toby 
Spurlock of Woodville. “I hunted in the Shelbyville/Boles Field area before 
there was ever a cemetery there.”

Spurlock said the story of the cemetery began with his friend Hinkle Schillings, 
a foxhound breeder in the late 1930s. Schillings had a championship dog 
named Dawson Stride, whose pups sold all over America, particularly in the 
Eastern United States.

When the dog died, Schillings wanted to bury him in a place that had some 
recognition to it. So in 1941, the National Forest Service set a special plot of 
land aside. Located just off FM 2694, near the Boles Field Campsite Park, the 
National Hall of Fame Cemetery of Foxhounds is a fitting final resting place 
for some of the most famous hounds to ever run a fox.

As you stroll among the graves and read the touching tributes engraved on 
the granite cemetery stones, you come away with a sense of genuine empathy 
for the owners who have lost a beloved member of their family. 

“A hound you dream about but seldom own,” reads the tombstone of Mr. 
Jabber S, a dog owned by Toby Spurlock’s son, Art.

By Janet R. myers

StEphan myErS

StEphan myErS



“He was a credit to his breed,” reads 
owner Robert A. Doherty’s description 
of his dog Skelton S. Sundance.

“He always gave it all he had,” is how 
owner Ben Lindsey described his 
foxhound Choctaw Tough Hound.

The sport of fox hunting, however, is 
not a food-gathering activity as some 
might think, but rather a means to train 
foxhounds to bark at and chase after 
prey, which today may be a red fox, grey 
fox or more commonly, a coyote. 

“We don’t kill anything,” Spurlock said. 
“In fact, we don’t even carry a gun. It’s 
all about good fellowship with other 
foxhound owners. It’s a chance to work 
with our dogs and train them to be the 
best they can be and to see how well 
they compete against other dogs.”

According to Spurlock, the first official 
foxhound hunt in East Texas took 
place in Hynson Springs in December 

1892. Back in those days, 
people from many different 
walks of life from small 
towns and rural areas ran 
competitive foxhounds, 
far outnumbering the elite 
class who preferred riding 
registered horses to chase 
the fox.

“In the Nacogdoches area, 
they used to organize 
hunt and jump club events 
where they’d wear the 
red coats, black trousers 
and knee-high boots like 
they do over in England,” 
Spurlock said. “But instead 

of staying in one place to listen to the 
dogs bark, they would ride horses that 
could jump fences between them and 
the dogs.”

Today, there are two basic categories 
of competitive foxhound hunting. The 
first type is simply casting the dogs 
(turning them loose from the leash) 
and listening to them bark, chase the 
scent of their prey and run most of the 
day or night. 

The second type is field trial events, 
which are much more complex. 
Organized by the Masters of 
Foxhounds Association, these events 
require competitors to officially enter 
their dogs and get a number assigned 
to them. 

During the trials, 25 to 30 judges are 
positioned out in the field, some on 
horseback, some on foot and others 
on four-wheelers. The dogs are scored 
in three different categories: hunting, 
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trailing, and speed and drive, with 
points assigned to each. 

These days, with recent advances in 
technology, keeping up with the dogs in a 
fast-paced, foxhound race is much easier.

“When I first started running 
foxhounds, we had collars made for 
our dogs with their names printed 
on them,” Spurlock said. “We also 
had them wear a jacket with their 
competition number on it. Today, we 
still use the numbers, but we also have 
GPS collars and remote receivers to 
help us keep up with them. This way, 
we know exactly where the dogs are, 
what roads are nearby and which way 
the dogs are headed.”

On a three-day field trial, foxhounds 
may be entered on a Wednesday and 
run the race on a Thursday. Thursday 
night, the owners offer their dogs for 
judging at a bench show in which the 
dogs are evaluated for their physical 
traits, such as head shape, tail, feet, 
body and coat quality (not color). 

“These qualities help determine how 
much endurance a dog has,” Spurlock 
said. “One thing’s for sure, they’ve got 
to stand up on their feet well. They 
can’t be flat-footed.”

The Walker hound is the most popular 
registered breed in use today for the 
sport of foxhound hunting, according 
to Spurlock. 

“All you have to do is take your hound 
to the woods and he’ll train himself,” 
Spurlock said. 

Foxhounds are bred to run and bark 
at animals they find, Spurlock added. 
However, a dog owner can run any 
breed or mixed breed. 

“The perfect hound is a dog that has an 
easy going, good demeanor,” Spurlock 
said. “You want one that’s not rowdy 
in the pen and isn’t aggressive towards 
other dogs.”

Like any great athlete, the ideal dog 
has a lot of endurance. In the case of 
a foxhound, he’ll find foxes, or even 
coyotes, and bellow a bay that his 
owner can distinguish from other 
dogs—a sound that has an unusual 
quality to it.

But a champion foxhound may have 
another fascinating quality, desirable 
in any dog—a homing instinct.

Spurlock shared the story of a dog he 
owned that was lost during a field trial 
in Louisiana. Sadly, the dog was run 
over by a vehicle as he was making his 
way back to Spurlock’s kennels. 

“He was able to cross three rivers, lots 
of different highways and almost made 
it home,” Spurlock said. 

Foxhound hunting has declined since 
the late 1800s and early 1900s, mostly 
because of fences erected between 
properties, large plots of land being 
subdivided and the growing popularity 
of deer hunting. Nevertheless, for a 
select few, foxhound hunting remains 
a favorite pastime.

“Foxhound hunting is more than just 
a sport,” Spurlock said. “It’s about the 
mystical connection between man and 
his dog. A lot of people value their dogs 
and love them in a special way. For 
some of us, foxhound hunting is simply 
a way of life.” 

Canopied by towering pines and 
stately Southern Red Oak, the 
National Hall of Fame Cemetery 
of Foxhounds honors the special 
relationship between loyal dogs and 
their devoted owners. If you visit near 
dusk, you can almost hear the distant 
bays of foxhounds echoing through 
the woodlands. The National Hall of 
Fame Cemetery of Foxhounds may 
be the final resting place for these 
championship canines, but their 
burning desire to chase their prey 
throughout the emerald forests of 
East Texas lives on. 
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[PHoto, opposite] the Brazos Valley Hounds 
preparing for the “blessing of the hounds,” 
which is the opening of the season. Brazos 
Valley is one of the state’s recognized hunts.

[PHoto, top] the Brazos Valley Hounds heading 
out in search of the scent of the coyote.

[PHoto, middle] toby Spurlock’s hound, miss 
Rockette S. Spurlock’s hounds will run between 
40 and 50 miles during a hunt.

[PHoto, bottom] Brazos Valley “Carter” in the 
trailer awaiting the opening of the season.
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